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Feast of St. Stephen                       January 1st 2017    

                        Lectionary   

Lector: Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People: Thanks be to God 

           First Reading 
Jeremiah 26:1-9,12-15 
At the beginning of the reign of King Jehoiakim son of Josiah of Judah, 
this word came from the Lord: Thus says the Lord: Stand in the court of 
the Lord’s house, and speak to all the cities of Judah that come to wor-
ship in the house of the Lord; speak to them all the words that I com-
mand you; do not hold back a word. It may be that they will listen, all of 
them, and will turn from their evil way, that I may change my mind 
about the disaster that I intend to bring on them because of their evil do-
ings. You shall say to them: Thus says the Lord: If you will not listen to 
me, to walk in my law that I have set before you, and to heed the words 
of my servants the prophets whom I send to you urgently—though you 
have not heeded— then I will make this house like Shiloh, and I will 
make this city a curse for all the nations of the earth. 
 The priests and the prophets and all the people heard Jeremiah speaking 
these words in the house of the Lord. And when Jeremiah had finished 
speaking all that the Lord had commanded him to speak to all the peo-
ple, then the priests and the prophets and all the people laid hold of him, 
saying, ‘You shall die! Why have you prophesied in the name of the 
Lord, saying, “This house shall be like Shiloh, and this city shall be des-
olate, without inhabitant”?’ And all the people gathered around Jeremiah 
in the house of the Lord. 
 Then Jeremiah spoke to all the officials and all the people, saying, ‘It is 
the Lord who sent me to prophesy against this house and this city all the 
words you have heard. Now therefore amend your ways and your do-
ings, and obey the voice of the Lord your God, and the Lord will change 
his mind about the disaster that he has pronounced against you. But as 
for me, here I am in your hands. Do with me as seems good and right to 
you. Only know for certain that if you put me to death, you will be 
bringing innocent blood upon yourselves and upon this city and its in-
habitants, for in truth the Lord sent me to you to speak all these words in 
your ears. 
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Psalm 31:1-5 
1 In you, O Lord, I seek refuge; 
   do not let me ever be put to 
shame; * 
in your righteousness deliver 
me.  
2 Incline your ear to me; 
rescue me speedily. * 
Be a rock of refuge for me, 
a strong fortress to save me.  

3 You are indeed my rock and 
my fortress; * 
for your name’s sake lead me 
and guide me,  
4 take me out of the net that is 
hidden for me, * 
for you are my refuge.  
5 Into your hand I commit my 
spirit; * 
you have redeemed me, 
O Lord, faithful God. 

Second Reading 
Acts 6:8—7:2a, 51c-60 
Stephen, full of grace and power, did great wonders and signs among 
the people. Then some of those who belonged to the synagogue of the 
Freedmen (as it was called), Cyrenians, Alexandrians, and others of 
those from Cilicia and Asia, stood up and argued with Stephen. But they 
could not withstand the wisdom and the Spirit with which he spoke. 
Then they secretly instigated some men to say, ‘We have heard him 
speak blasphemous words against Moses and God.’ They stirred up the 
people as well as the elders and the scribes; then they suddenly con-
fronted him, seized him, and brought him before the council. They set 
up false witnesses who said, ‘This man never stops saying things 
against this holy place and the law; for we have heard him say that this 
Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place and will change the customs 
that Moses handed on to us.’ And all who sat in the council looked in-
tently at him, and they saw that his face was like the face of an angel. 
Then the high priest asked him, ‘Are these things so?’ And Stephen re-
plied: 
‘Brothers and fathers, listen to me. The God of glory appeared to our 
ancestor Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia, before he lived in 
Haran, 
 ‘You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you are for 
ever opposing the Holy Spirit, just as your ancestors used to do. Which 
of the prophets did your ancestors not persecute? They killed those who 
foretold the coming of the Righteous One, and now you have become 
his betrayers and murderers. You are the ones that received the law as 
ordained by angels, and yet you have not kept it.’ 
 When they heard these things, they became enraged and ground their 
teeth at Stephen. But filled with the Holy Spirit, he gazed into heaven 
and saw the glory of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 
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Priest: The Gospel of the Lord.    
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ 

Lector: Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People: Thanks be to God 

Sequence Hymn:   
“When Stephen, Full of Power and Grace”                       #243 
Priest:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ              
according to Matthew.  
People: 
   Glory to you, Lord Christ 

‘Look,’ he said, ‘I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at 
the right hand of God!’ But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout 
all rushed together against him. Then they dragged him out of the city and 
began to stone him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a 
young man named Saul. While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, 
‘Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.’ Then he knelt down and cried out in a 
loud voice, ‘Lord, do not hold this sin against them.’ When he had said 
this, he died. 

Gospel    
Matthew 23:34-39 
Therefore I send you prophets, sages, 
and scribes, some of whom you will 
kill and crucify, and some you will flog 
in your synagogues and pursue from 
town to town, so that upon you may 
come all the righteous blood shed on 
earth, from the blood of righteous Abel 
to the blood of Zechariah son of 
Barachiah, whom you murdered be-
tween the sanctuary and the altar. Tru-
ly I tell you, all this will come upon 
this generation. 
 ‘Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those 
who are sent to it! How often have I desired to gather your children 
together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not 
willing! See, your house is left to you, desolate. For I tell you, you will 
not see me again until you say, “Blessed is the one who comes in the 
name of the Lord.” ’ 
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Prayers of the People  
After the lay leader has said the first prayer, please feel free, as the spirit 
moves you, to say  the next prayer. If two or more start together please     

continue together  
 

Please respond to each of these prayers with the  
The Phrase in Bold 

 
As we honor St. Stephen, our Patron Saint, we pray with fellow Christians 
everywhere, welcoming the Lord into our lives.    
(Silence) :  Saying Together   

          WELCOME LORD JESUS!  

God of truth, inspire with your wisdom all leaders of nations around the 
world. (Silence)  Saying together:  

LORD JESUS LEAD US IN THE WAY OF JUSTICE AND 
PEACE!    
 
We pray for our Armed Forces, especially those serving in harm’s way, 
and their families.   
(Silence) Saying together:  

            GOD OF GRACE, HEAR OUR PRAYER!  
  
God of the shepherds, give your church humility and to all who sit in 
darkness alone and afraid the light of heaven’s peace.   
(Silence)  Saying together:  

            GOD OF THE SHEPHERDS HEAR US!  
 
God of hope, we remember those who suffer in body, mind or spirit 
(especially those who mourn).  Please say the names of those for whom 
you wish to pray either aloud or in your hearts.  (Pause for people to men-
tion names)  Saying together:  

 GOD OF MERCY, HEAR OUR PRAYER! 
 
Compassionate God, we remember those who have died sharing our faith 
in Christ, and those whose faith is known only to you.  Please name, either 
aloud or silently, those for whom you wish to pray  
(Pause for people to say names) Saying together:  

           GOD OF LOVE, HEAR OUR PRAYER! 


