April 7 & 8 2018 ...cceeviiiiiniriieiiiiiiiinnrnreec e Rev. Julie Williams Presiding
Sat 5pm & Sun 7:30am

Welcome to St. Stephen's Episcopal Church

Saint Stephen's welcomes everyone who wishes to follow Christ, worship
together, grow in faith and share God's love through service to others.
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Entrance Rites
The people stand as they are able.

Opening Acclamation
Celebrant Alleluia! Christ is risen.
People The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Gloria

Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give
you thanks, we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take
away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most
High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father.

Amen.



Collect of the Day

Celebrant ~ The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant  Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery established the new
covenant of reconciliation: Grant that all who have been reborn into the fellow-
ship of Christ’s Body may show forth in their lives what they profess by their
faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. = Amen.

The Word of God

First Reading
A reading from The Acts of the Apostles (4:32-35).

ow the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and
no one claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned
was held in common. With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the
resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. There was not
a needy person among them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and
brought the proceeds of what was sold. They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it
was distributed to each as any had need.

Lector: Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people.
People: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 133

1 Oh, how good and pleasant it is*
when brethren live together in unity!

2 It is like fine oil upon the head*
that runs down upon the beard,

3 Upon the beard of Aaron,*



and runs down upon the collar of his robe.

4 It is like the dew of Hermon*
that falls upon the hills of Zion.

5 For there the Lord has ordained the blessing:*
life for evermore.

Second Reading

A reading from The First Letter of John (1:1-10; 2:1-2).

We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we
have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands,
concerning the word of life— this life was revealed, and we have seen it and
testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life that was with the Father and was
revealed to us—  we declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you
also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and
with his Son Jesus Christ. We are writing these things so that our joy may be
complete. This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that
God is light and in him there is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellow-
ship with him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is
true; but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship
with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. If we
say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we
confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse
us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a
liar, and his word is not in us. My little children, I am writing these things to you
so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Fa-
ther, Jesus Christ the righteous; and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and
not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.

Lector: Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people.
People: Thanks be to God.

The people stand as they are able.



Priest: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People: Glory to You Lord Christ.

Gospel
John 20:19-31

V- V hen it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors
of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus
came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” After he said this, he
showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw
the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent
me, so I send you.” When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to
them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven
them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” But Thomas (who was
called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So
the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them,
“Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of
the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” A week later his disciples
were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were
shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.”

Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach
out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” Thomas an-
swered him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you believed be-
cause you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have
come to believe.” Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disci-
ples, which are not written in this book. But these are written so that you may
come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through be-
lieving you may have life in his name.

Priest: The Gospel of our Lord.
People: Praise to you Lord Christ.

Sermon
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All say together

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of
all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of
God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God
from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him
all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and
was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance
with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his
kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son.

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.

He has spoken through the Prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resur-
rection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People

Leader: On this day we praise our God for the dying which destroyed our death,
and we pray for our world in need of life, saying: Lord, have mercy.

The Lord calls us to examine the wounded hands and feet of the risen one and to
know the depth of his love for us. Let us approach Christ in faith and share the
good news with all we meet. For this let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.



The apostles received the Holy Spirit and the grace to lighten the burdens of one
another’s sin. May the church be faithful to this gift. May all the baptized live
with abundant compassion for all, especially for those shut out from society. For
this let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

Christ calls us blest who, not having seen, yet believe. May more and more of
God’s people and all the created order become a sign of the resurrection in the
world, and may our faith give courage to the doubting. For this let us pray to the
Lord: Lord, have mercy.

We are strengthened by Christ’s resurrection to share the power of the Spirit with
all the suffering. We pray for all in any need, especially those we name now
(pause for names). May the power of Christ’s resurrection give life to all who
have little reason to hope. For this let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

May that morning star which never sets, Christ our light, find us burning with
charity until the world is enlightened with love. For this let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For all who have died, that they be at peace, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For our Armed Forces, those who are far from home, for their safety and the
wellbeing of their families and loved ones left behind, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

In the Anglican cycle of prayer, for the Church of the Province of the Indian
Ocean, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

In the Diocesan cycle of prayer, for Trinity Church in Kingman, let us pray to the
Lord: Lord, have mercy.

We acknowledge and pay respect to the first peoples of this land and their role as
7



custodians of the earth given to them by our one and only Creator God. We com-
mit ourselves to work actively alongside indigenous people for reconciliation and
justice as we live into our Baptismal Covenant and respect the dignity of every
person. Let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

Leader: Let us pray together:

Teach us, Good Lord, to serve you as you deserve; to give and not to count
the cost; to fight and not to heed the wounds; to work and not to seek to rest;
to labor and not to ask for any reward, except that by knowing we do your
will, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Holy God, make us holy. Revealing God, make us see. Sending God, make us
move. Loving God, make us love. For this let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have
mercy.

Celebrant: Eternally creative God, give us the faith and courage to recreate the
world in your image. We ask this in the name of the risen one, Jesus our Lord and
Savior. Amen.

The Peace

Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with yon.
People And also with you.

The Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.

The Priest says
Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name, bring offerings and come into his
courts. Psalm 96:8



The Holy Communion

The Great Thanksgiving

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.
Celebrant

1t is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to
you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. But chiefly are we bound to
praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he
is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin
of the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life again
he has won for us everlasting life. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices
with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name

Sanctus
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Then the Celebrant continues

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and,
when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your
mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature,
to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to
your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ
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took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, and said,

“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance
of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine,; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, and said,

“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Celebrant and People

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again

Celebrant continues

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise
and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you
these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of
your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us al

so that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, con-
stancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of
your eternal kingdom. All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ.

Celebrant and people

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor
and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.

AMEN

Lord's Prayer

Celebrant  : As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,
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Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen

The Breaking of the Bread

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

The Priest invites the people to Communion

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ
died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

The people stand as they are able.

Post Communion Prayer
Celebrant and People

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual
food of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus
Christ; and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living mem-
bers of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now,
Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and serve
you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy
Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

11



Blessing

The Priest says

The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great Shep-
herd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you perfect in every
good work to do his will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight, and the
blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain

with you this day and always. ~ Amen.

Dismissal
CelebrantLet us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia. Alleluia.
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia, (4/leluia!)



