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August 18 & 19, 2018 ..................................................................Rev. Julie Williams Presiding  

Sat 5pm & Sun 7:30am  

Welcome to St. Stephen's Episcopal Church 
Saint Stephen's welcomes everyone who wishes to follow Christ, worship 
together, grow in faith and share God's love through service to others. 

 
The Thirteenth Sunday 

After Pentecost 
holy Eucharist 
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Entrance Rites 
The people stand as they are able. 

Opening Acclamation 

Celebrant:  Blessed be the one, holy, and ever living God.  

People  Glory to God for ever and ever.  

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 

Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 

Name; through Christ our Lord.       Amen. 

Gloria             BCP Pg. 356 

 All say together  
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.  

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give 
you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take 
away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;  

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.  

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most 
High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  in the glory of God the Father.  

Amen.  

 

Collect of the Day 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

Almighty God, you have given your only Son to be for us a sacrifice for sin, and 
also an example of godly life: Give us grace to receive thankfully the fruits of 
his redeeming work, and to follow daily in the blessed steps of his most holy life; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.   Amen. 
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The Word of God 

First Reading 

A reading from The First Book of Kings (2:10-12; 3:3-14). 

D avid slept with his ancestors, and was buried in the city of David. The time 
that David reigned over Israel was forty years; he reigned seven years in Hebron, 
and thirty–three years in Jerusalem.  So Solomon sat on the throne of his father 
David; and his kingdom was  firmly established.  Solomon loved the Lord, walk-
ing in the statutes of his father David; only, he sacrificed and offered incense at 
the high places.  The king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the prin-
cipal high place; Solomon used to offer a thousand burnt offerings on that altar.  
At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, 
“Ask what I should give you.”  And Solomon said, “You have shown great and 
steadfast love to your servant my father David, because he walked before you in 
faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you; and you 
have kept for him this great and steadfast love, and have given him a son to sit on 
his throne today.  And now, O Lord my God, you have made your servant king in 
place of my father David, although I am only a little child; I do not know how to 
go out or come in.  And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have 
chosen, a great people, so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted.  Give 
your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, able to dis-
cern between good and evil; for who can govern this your great people?”  It 
pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this.  God said to him, “Because you 
have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life 
of your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is 
right, I now do according to your word.  Indeed I give you a wise and discerning 
mind; no one like you has been before you and no one like you shall arise after 
you. I give you also what you have not asked, both riches and honor all your 
life; no other king shall compare with you. If you will walk in my ways, keeping 
my statutes and my commandments, as your father David walked, then I will 
lengthen your life.”  

Lector:   Hear what the spirit is saying to God’s people.  

People:  Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 111                              BCP p. 754 

Confitebor, tibi 

 

1 Hallelujah! 

I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart, * 

in the assembly of the upright, in the congregation. 

2  Great are the deeds of the Lord! *   

 they are studied by all who delight in them. 

3  His work is full of majesty and splendor, * 

 and his righteousness endures for ever. 

4  He makes his marvelous works to be remembered; * 

 the Lord is gracious and full of compassion. 

5  He gives food to those who fear him; *  

 he is ever mindful of his covenant. 

6  He has shown his people the power of his works * 

 in giving them the lands of the nations. 

7  The works of his hands are faithfulness and justice; * 

 all his commandments are sure. 

8  They stand fast for ever and ever, *   

 because they are done in truth and equity. 

9  He sent redemption to his people; he commanded his  

 covenant for ever; *     

  holy and awesome is his Name. 

10  The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; * 
 those who act accordingly have a good under-
standing; his praise endures for ever. 

Second Reading 
A reading from The Letter of Paul to the Ephesians (5:15-20). 
 Be careful how you live, not as unwise people but as wise, making the most of 
the time, because the days are evil.  So do not be foolish, but understand what 
the will of the Lord is.  Do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery; but 
be filled with the Spirit, as you sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs 
among yourselves, singing and making melody to the Lord in your hearts, giving 
thanks to God the Father at all times and for everything in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.  
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Lector:   Hear what the spirit is saying to God’s people.  

People:  Thanks be to God. 

The people stand as they are able. 

 Gospel 

John  6:51-58 

Jesus said,“I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats of 
this bread will live forever; and the bread that I will give for the life of the world 
is my flesh.”  The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, “How can this 
man give us his flesh to eat?” So Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, un-
less you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in 
you.  Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood have eternal life, and I will 
raise them up on the last day; for my flesh is true food and my blood is true 
drink.  Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in them.  
Just as the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever 
eats me will live because of me. This is the bread that came down from heaven, 
not like that which your ancestors ate, and they died. But the one who eats this 
bread will live forever.” 

 
 

Sermon 
 
The people stand as they are able.  All say together  

The Nicene Creed  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 
all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 
not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For 

Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People: Glory to You Lord Christ. 

Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you Lord Christ. 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp5_RCL.html#gsp1
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us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy 
Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.  

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he as-
cended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no 
end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.   
He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resur-
rection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Prayers of the People  

The leader and people pray responsively 
Leader: As a mother setting food before her hungry children, God satisfies our 
most basic needs and our deepest longings. Confident that we have a caring 
God, we pray now for our church and our world, saying: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Because we are strengthened by your word and sacrament, we pray for our 
church that as we eat your bread and drink your wine we might in turn be food 
and drink for one another. In faith we pray to you, O God: Lord, hear our prayer.  

Because we live in difficult days and often act like fools, we pray that our world 
may not continue in ignorance but discern what is truly good and just. In faith we 
pray to you, O God: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Because we are prone to be competitive and careless about the plight of others, 
we pray for those in positions of power and responsibility, that they may act in 
the spirit of generous service and self-forgetfulness. In faith we pray to you, O 
God: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Because there are so many poor, hungry and sick people in our world, we pray 
that we may be generous in giving, compassionate in serving, and sensitive to 
understanding the needs of others. In faith we pray to you, O God: Lord, hear our 
prayer. 

Because feelings of skepticism and mistrust pervade our world, we pray for con-
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fidence to know that you, God, do indeed have a plan for our world. In faith we 
pray to you, O God: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Because we were nourished and supported by family and friends who have pre-
ceded us in death, we pray that they rejoice in Christ’s presence as they grow in 
your love and service. In faith we pray to you, O God: Lord, hear our prayer. 

In the Anglican cycle of prayer, for the Church of South India, in faith we pray to 
you, O God: Lord, hear our prayer. 

In the Diocesan cycle of prayer, for St Stephen’s in Phoenix, in faith we pray to 
you, O God: Lord, hear our prayer. 

For our Armed Forces, those who are far from home, for their safety and the 
wellbeing of their families and loved ones left behind, in faith we pray to you, O 
God: Lord, hear our prayer. 

We commit ourselves to work actively alongside the first peoples of this land for 
reconciliation and justice as we live into our Baptismal Covenant and respect the 
dignity of every person. In faith we pray to you, O God: Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Leader: Let us pray together: 

Teach us, Good Lord, to serve you as you deserve; to give and not to count 
the cost; to fight and not to heed the wounds; to work and not to seek to 
rest; to labor and not to ask for any reward, except that by knowing we do 
your will, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Holy God, make us holy. Revealing God, make us see. Sending God, make us 
move. Loving God, make us love. 

Celebrant: All loving God, the source of all good gifts, we praise and thank you 
for your provident care. Hear the prayers we pray in faith. As a gracious mother, 
feed us with the bread of life so we might serve you and abide with you forever. 
We make this prayer as always, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 Confession of Sin  
Celebrant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

The people kneel as they are able. 
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All say together 
God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your 
will in our lives. We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, 
and in the world you have created. We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the 
evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf. Forgive, restore, and 
strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your 
love and serve only your will. Amen 

 

Absolution 
Celebrant 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Je-
sus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 
keep you in eternal life.   Amen. 

The Peace 
Celebrant   The peace of  the Lord be always with you.  

People          And also with you. 

The Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

Please come forward, anyone wishing a prayer for …. 

Birthday, Anniversary  and/or Healing 

The Celebrant says 

Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and make good your vows to the Most 

High     Psalm 50:14 
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The Holy Communion 

The Great Thanksgiving 

Celebrant 
 
Then the Celebrant continues 

God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and 
praise. Glory to you for ever and ever. 

At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar 
space, galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our 
island home. By your will they were created and have their being. 

From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us 
with memory, reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we 
turned against you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one anoth-
er. Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight. 

Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you re-
vealed your righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, 
born of a woman, to fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and 
peace. 

By his blood, he reconciled us. 
By his wounds, we are healed. 

And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, 
apostles, and martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to 
you in hope, to proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn: 

Sanctus                                                                                 BCP pg. 362 

 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
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Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest 
Celebrant 

And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by 
water and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy 
Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, 
and gave it to his friends, and said, 

“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance 
of me.” 

After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, 

“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for 
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 

Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of 
thanksgiving, 

We celebrate his death and resurrection, 
as we await the day of his coming. 

Lord God of our Fathers; God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God of our Moth-
ers, Sarah, Rebecca, Leah and Rachel; God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: 
Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the 
presumption of coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; for par-
don only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one 
body, one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his name. 

Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread. 

Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High 
Priest, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, 
and worship, from generation to generation.     AMEN 

 
Lord's Prayer 
Celebrant :  As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
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Our Father, who art in heaven,   hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom 
come,  thy will be done,  on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 
daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-
pass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.      
Amen 

The Breaking of the Bread 
Alleluia.   Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;  

Therefore let us keep the feast.   Alleluia. 

The Celebrant invites the people to Communion 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ 
died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.  
 

The people stand as they are able. 

Post Communion Prayer 
Celebrant and People 

God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and the cup of sal-
vation; you have united us with Christ and one another; and you have made 
us one with all your people in heaven and on earth. Now send us forth in the 
power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world 
and continue for ever in the risen life of Christ our Savior.  Amen. 

 

Blessing 
 

The Celebrant says 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in 
the knowledge and love of God and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the 
blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you 
and remain with you always.        Amen.  
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Dismissal 
Celebrant:  Let us go forth in the name of Christ.        Alleluia. Alleluia 

People  Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, Alleluia, (Alleluia!) 
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