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September 29 & 30, 2018 ............................................................Rev. Julie Williams Presiding  

Sat 5pm & Sun 7:30am  

Welcome to St. Stephen's Episcopal Church 
Saint Stephen's welcomes everyone who wishes to follow Christ, worship 
together, grow in faith and share God's love through service to others. 

 
The Nineteenth       
Sunday After               

Pentecost 
holy Eucharist 
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Entrance Rites 
The people stand as they are able. 

Opening Acclamation 

Celebrant:  Blessed be the one, holy, and ever living God.  

People  Glory to God for ever and ever.  

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 

Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 

Name; through Christ our Lord.       Amen. 

Gloria                        BCP pg. 356 

 All say together  
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.  

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give 
you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take 
away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;  

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.  

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most 
High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  in the glory of God the Father.  

Amen.  

Collect of the Day 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: 
Grant us the fullness of your grace, that we, running to obtain your promises, 
may become partakers of your heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever.            Amen. 
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The Word of God 

First Reading 

A reading from The Book of Deuteronomy (8:11-18) 
Take care that you do not forget the Lord your God, by failing to keep his com-
mandments, his ordinances, and his statutes, which I am commanding you today.  
When you have eaten your fill and have built fine houses and live in them,  and 
when your herds and flocks have multiplied, and your silver and gold is multi-
plied, and all that you have is multiplied, then do not exalt yourself, forgetting the 
Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 
slavery, who led you through the great and terrible wilderness, an arid wasteland 
with poisonous snakes and scorpions. He made water flow for you from flint 
rock, and fed you in the wilderness with manna that your ancestors did not know, 
to humble you and to test you, and in the end to do you good.  Do not say to 
yourself, “My power and the might of my own hand have gotten me this wealth.”  
But remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you power to get wealth, 
so that he may confirm his covenant that he swore to your ancestors, as he is do-
ing today. 
 
Lector:   Hear what the spirit is saying to God’s people.  

People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 124                                         BCP 
p. 781 
Nisi quia Dominus 
1 If the Lord had not been on our side, *  

 let Israel now say; 

2 If the Lord had not been on our side, * 

 when enemies rose up against us; 

3 Then would they have swallowed us up alive * 

 in their fierce anger toward us; 

4 Then would the waters have overwhelmed us * 

 and the torrent gone over us; 
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5 Then would the raging waters *  

 have gone right over us. 

6 Blessed be the Lord! *      

 he has not given us over to be a prey for 

their teeth. 

7 We have escaped like a bird from the snare 

of the fowler; *     

 the snare is broken, and we have escaped. 

8 Our help is in the Name of the Lord, *  
 the maker of heaven and earth. 

 
Second Reading 
A reading from The Letter of James (5:13-20). 
Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They should 
sing songs of praise.  Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of 
the church and have them pray over them, anointing them with oil in the name of 
the Lord.  The prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise them up; 
and anyone who has committed sins will be forgiven. Therefore confess your 
sins to one another, and pray for one another, so that you may be healed. The 
prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective.  Elijah was a human being like 
us, and he prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for three years and six 
months it did not rain on the earth.  Then he prayed again, and the heaven gave 
rain and the earth yielded its harvest.  My brothers and sisters, if anyone among 
you wanders from the truth and is brought back by another, you should know 
that whoever brings back a sinner from wandering will save the sinner’s soul 
from death and will cover a multitude of sins. 

Lector:   Hear what the spirit is saying to God’s people.  
People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 



 

5 

The people stand as they are able. 

Gospel 

Mark 9: 38-50 

John said to him, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, 
and we tried to stop him, because he was not following us.”  But Jesus said, “Do 
not stop him; for no one who does a deed of power in my name will be able 
soon afterward to speak evil of me.  Whoever is not against us is for us. For tru-
ly I tell you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because you bear the 
name of Christ will by no means lose the reward.  “If any of you put a stumbling 
block before one of these little ones who believe in me, it would be better for 
you if a great millstone were hung around your neck and you were thrown into 
the sea.  If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to en-
ter life maimed than to have two hands and to go to hell, to the unquenchable 
fire. And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to en-
ter life lame than to have two feet and to be thrown into hell.  And if your eye 
causes you to stumble, tear it out; it is better for you to enter the kingdom of 
God with one eye than to have two eyes and to be thrown into hell, where their 
worm never dies, and the fire is never quenched.  “For everyone will be salted 
with fire.  Salt is good; but if salt has lost its saltiness, how can you season it? 
Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.”  

 

Sermon 
 

The Beatitudes 

The Beatitudes ( Matthew 5: 1-12 ).  

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his 
disciples came to him.  Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  “Blessed are 

Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
People: Glory to You Lord Christ. 

Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you Lord Christ. 
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those who mourn, for they will be comforted.  “Blessed are the meek, for they 
will inherit the earth.  “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteous-
ness, for they will be filled.  “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mer-
cy.  “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.  “Blessed are the peace-
makers, for they will be called children of God. “Blessed are those who are per-
secuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  “Blessed 
are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 
against you falsely on my account.  Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great 
in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before 
you.” 

 
The people stand as they are able.  All say together  

The Nicene Creed  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 
all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 
not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For 
us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy 
Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.  

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he as-
cended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no 
end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.   
He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resur-
rection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Prayers of the People  

The leader and people pray responsively 
Leader: We have heard today of the cost of discipleship. That we may be empow-
ered to bear the name of Christ, let us pray for ourselves and for the whole 
world, saying: Lord, hear our prayer. 

The church of God is fragmented; we need the healing of the Holy Spirit. Let us 
pray for the church, saying: Lord, hear our prayer.  

The world cries out for an increase of justice and for an end to war. Let us pray 
for the world, saying: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Our country is striving for equality and a better life for all its citizens. Let us pray 
for our nation, saying: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Our community seeks a better sense of its gifts and more wisdom about its prob-
lems. Let us pray for our community, saying: Lord, hear our prayer. 

We know many people who are sick and suffering, who have public hurt or pri-
vate pain. We pray especially for (pause for names). Let us pray for all in need, 
saying: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Our lives have been enriched by the lives of all those like Sarah and Abraham, 
the elders, and the disciples who have gone before us in faith. Let us pray for 
grace to be disciples, saying: Lord, hear our prayer. 

In the Anglican cycle of prayer, for the Church of the Province of Uganda, let us 
pray to the Lord, saying: Lord, hear our prayer. 

In the Diocesan cycle of prayer, for St Anthony’s on the Desert in Scottsdale, let 
us pray to the Lord, saying: Lord, hear our prayer. 

For our Armed Forces, those who are far from home, for their safety and the 
wellbeing of their families and loved ones left behind, let us pray to the Lord, 
saying: Lord, hear our prayer. 

We commit ourselves to work actively alongside the first peoples of this land for 
reconciliation and justice as we live into our Baptismal Covenant and respect the 
dignity of every person. Let us pray to the Lord, saying: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Together: Loving God, we thank you for answering our prayers in sending 
the Reverend Allison Cornell to be among us as our rector. We ask that you 
empower her with your Holy Spirit, that her counsel might be blessed with 
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wisdom and insight, and that all our work together may witness to the love of 
Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. Let us pray to the Lord, saying:    Lord 
hear our prayer.  

Celebrant: We are thirsty, O merciful God; give us a cup of water to drink. Hear 
our prayers and answer our cries of need through your Son, Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

  

Confession of Sin  
Celebrant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

The people kneel as they are able. 

 
All say together 
God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your 
will in our lives. We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, 
and in the world you have created. We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the 
evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf. Forgive, restore, and 
strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your 
love and serve only your will. Amen 

Absolution 
Celebrant 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Je-
sus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 
keep you in eternal life.   Amen. 

The Peace 
Celebrant   The peace of  the Lord be always with you.  

People          And also with you. 

The Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

Please come forward, anyone wishing a prayer for …. 

Birthday, Anniversary  and/or Healing 
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The Celebrant says 

Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and make good your vows to the Most 

High     Psalm 50:14 

The Holy Communion 

The Great Thanksgiving 

Celebrant 
Then the Celebrant continues 

God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and 
praise. Glory to you for ever and ever. 

At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar 
space, galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our 
island home. By your will they were created and have their being. 

From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us 
with memory, reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we 
turned against you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one anoth-
er. Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight. 

Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you re-
vealed your righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, 
born of a woman, to fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and 
peace. 

By his blood, he reconciled us. 
By his wounds, we are healed. 

And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, 
apostles, and martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to 
you in hope, to proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn: 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
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Sanctus                                                                               BCP pg. 362 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest 
 
Celebrant 

And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by 
water and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy 
Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, 
and gave it to his friends, and said, 

“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance 
of me.” 

After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, 

“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for 
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 

Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of 
thanksgiving, 

We celebrate his death and resurrection, as 
we await the day of his coming. 

 

Lord God of our Fathers; God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God of our Moth-
ers, Sarah, Rebecca, Leah and Rachel; God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: 
Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the 
presumption of coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; for par-
don only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one 
body, one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his name. 

Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread. 

Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High 
Priest, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and 
worship, from generation to generation.     AMEN 
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Lord's Prayer 
Celebrant :  As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 

Our Father, who art in heaven,   hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom 
come,  thy will be done,  on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 
daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-
pass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.      
Amen 

 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 
Alleluia.   Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;  

Therefore let us keep the feast.   Alleluia. 

 
The Celebrant invites the people to Communion 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ 
died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.  
 

The people stand as they are able. 

Post Communion Prayer 
Celebrant and People 

God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and the cup of sal-
vation; you have united us with Christ and one another; and you have made 
us one with all your people in heaven and on earth. Now send us forth in the 
power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the 
world and continue for ever in the risen life of Christ our Savior.  Amen. 
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Blessing 
The Celebrant says 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in 
the knowledge and love of God and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the 
blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you 
and remain with you always.        Amen.  

 

Dismissal 
Celebrant:  Let us go forth in the name of Christ.        Alleluia. Alleluia 

People  Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, Alleluia, (Alleluia!) 
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