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Lectionary December 21st  & 22nd  

 The Word of God  

The Collect  

Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son Je-
sus Christ, at his coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for himself; who 
lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever.       Amen. 

After each reading…… 

Lector:   The Word of the Lord.  
People:  Thanks be to God. 

First Lesson  

Isaiah 7:10-16 

Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it 
be deep as Sheol or high as heaven. But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not 
put the Lord to the test. Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it 
too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? Therefore the 
Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and 
shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey by 
the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. For before the 
child knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before whose 
two kings you are in dread will be deserted.”  

 

Second Lesson  

Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18 

Qui regis Irael 

1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; *  
 shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 

2 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, *  
 stir up your strength and come to help us. 
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Third Lesson 

Baruch 4: 36-5: 9  
Look toward the east, O Jerusalem, and see the joy that is coming to you from 
God. Look, your children are coming, whom you sent away; they are coming, 
gathered from east and west, at the word of the Holy One, rejoicing in the glory 
of God. 

Take off the garment of your sorrow and affliction, O Jerusalem, and put on for-
ever the beauty of the glory from God. Put on the robe of the righteousness that 
comes from God; put on your head the diadem of the glory of the Everlasting; 
for God will show your splendor everywhere under heaven. For God will give 
you evermore the name, "Righteous Peace, Godly Glory." Arise, O Jerusalem, 
stand upon the height; look toward the east, and see your children gathered from 
west and east at the word of the Holy One, rejoicing that God has remembered 

3 Restore us, O God of hosts; *      
 show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

4 O Lord God of hosts, *       
 how long will you be angered       
 despite the prayers of your people? 

5 You have fed them with the bread of tears; *    
 you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 

6 You have made us the derision of our neighbors, *    
 and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 

7 Restore us, O God of hosts; *      
 show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

16 Let your hand be upon the man of your right hand, *   
 the son of man you have made so strong for yourself. 

17 And so will we never turn away from you; *     
 give us life, that we may call upon your Name. 

18 Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; *     
 show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
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them. For they went out from you on foot, led away by their enemies; but God 
will bring them back to you, carried in glory, as on a royal throne. For God has 
ordered that every high mountain and the everlasting hills be made low and the 
valleys filled up, to make level ground, so that Israel may walk safely in the glo-
ry of God. The woods and every fragrant tree have shaded Israel at God's com-
mand. For God will lead Israel with joy, in the light of his glory, with the mercy 
and righteousness that come from him. 

 

Fourth Lesson 

Romans 1:1-7 

Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of 
God, which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures, 
the gospel concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the 
flesh and was declared to be Son of God with power according to the spirit of 
holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, through whom we 
have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among 
all the Gentiles for the sake of his name, including yourselves who are called to 
belong to Jesus Christ, 

To all God's beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Gospel Lesson 

Matthew 1:18-25 
Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother 
Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found 
to be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a righteous 
man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her qui-
etly. But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to 
him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as 

Presider: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

People: Glory to You Lord Christ. 
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your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a 
son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 
All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the proph-
et: 

“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 

which means, “God is with us.” When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the an-
gel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, but had no marital rela-
tions with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus. 

 

 

Insert into the Prayer of the People…... 
In the Anglican cycle of prayer we pray  for Christians in other denominations 
and the work of the ecumenical movement, 

His Holiness Pope Francis, Bishop of Rome, 

His All Holiness Archbishop Bartholomew of Constantinople, New Rome and 
Ecumenical Patriarch, 

The Revd Dr Olav Fykse Tveit, General Secretary of the World Council of 
Churches, 

Bishop Ivan M Abrahams, General Secretary World Methodist Council, 

The Reverend Chris Ferguson, General Secretary of the World Communion of 
Reformed Churches. 

 

In the Diocesan cycle of prayer we pray  for St Anthony on the Desert, in   
 Scottsdale.   

 

Presider: The Gospel of  the Lord. 

People: Praise to You Lord Christ. 


