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St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church 
2750 Cardinal Dr. 

Sierra Vista, AZ 85635 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Day Service 
 

Entrance Rites   The people stand as they are able. 
The Processional Hymn    #93 Angels from the realms of glory  

Greeting 

Presider  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

People And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 

Gloria      #107 Good Christian friends rejoice  

Collect of the Day 

Presider The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 
Presider Let us pray. 
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All:   O God, you make us glad by the yearly festival of the birth of your only 
Son Jesus Christ: Grant that we, who joyfully receive him as our Redeemer, 
may with sure confidence behold him when he comes again; who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  
 

Presider:   

 Dear People of God: In this Christmas Season, let it be our duty and delight 
to hear once more the message of the Angels, to go to Bethlehem and see the Son 

of God lying in a manger.  

 Let us hear and heed in Holy Scripture the story of God’s loving purpose 
and the glorious redemption brought to us by his holy Child Jesus, and let us 
make this place glad with our carols of praise.  

 But first, let us pray for the needs of his whole world: 

 For peace and justice on earth, for the unity and mission of the Church for 
which Christ died, and especially for his Church in our country and in this city. 
AMEN 

 And because he particularly loves them, let us remember in Jesus’ name the 
poor and helpless, the cold, the hungry and the oppressed, the sick and those who 
mourn, the lonely and unloved, the aged and little children, as well as all those 
who do not yet know and love the Lord.   AMEN 

 Finally, let us remember before God his holy and humble Mother, and that 
whole multitude which no one can number, whose hope was in the Word made 
flesh, and with whom, in Jesus, we are one for evermore.  AMEN 

Presider:  Please be seated for the lessons 
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The Word of God 

First Reading  

Isaiah 62:6-12 

 
 

Lector:   The word of the Lord.  
People:  Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 97  
  Dominus regnavit 

Upon your walls, O Jerusalem, I have 
posted sentinels;  all day and all night 
 they shall never be silent. 

You who remind the Lord,  
 take no rest, 

and give him no rest   
 until he establishes Jerusalem 
 and makes it renowned throughout 
the earth. 

The Lord has sworn by his right hand 
 and by his mighty arm: 

I will not again give your grain  
 to be food for your enemies, 

and foreigners shall not drink the wine 
 for which you have labored; 

but those who garner it shall eat it 
 and praise the Lord, 

and those who gather it shall drink it 
 in my holy courts. 

Go through, go through the gates, 
 prepare the way for the people; 

build up, build up the highway,  
 clear it of stones,   
 lift up an ensign over the peoples. 

The Lord has proclaimed  
 to the end of the earth: 

Say to daughter Zion,   
 "See, your salvation comes; 

his reward is with him,   
 and his recompense before him." 

They shall be called, "The Holy People, 
 The Redeemed of the Lord"; 

and you shall be called, "Sought Out, 
 A City Not Forsaken." 

1 The Lord is King;   
 let the earth rejoice; *   
 let the multitude of the isles be glad. 

2 Clouds and darkness are round about 
him, *     
 righteousness and justice are the 
foundations of his throne. 

3 A fire goes before him *   
 and burns up his enemies on every 
side. 

4 His lightnings light up the world; * 
 the earth sees it and is afraid. 

5 The mountains melt like wax at the 
presence of the Lord, *   
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Second Reading  

Titus 2:11-14 

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to re-
nounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are 
self-controlled, upright, and godly, while we wait for the blessed hope and the 
manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. He it is who 
gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for him-
self a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds. 

 

Lector:   The word of the Lord.  

People:  Thanks be to God. 

Sequence Hymn  #79 O Little Town of Bethlehem  
The people stand as they are able. 

 

 
 

Gospel Reading (See lectionary insert) 

 at the presence of the Lord of the 
whole earth. 

6 The heavens declare his righteous-
ness, *     
 and all the peoples see his glory. 

7 Confounded be all who worship 
carved images    
 and delight in false gods! *   
 Bow down before him, all you 
gods. 

8 Zion hears and is glad, and the cities 
of Judah rejoice, *    
 because of your judgments, O Lord. 

9 For you are the Lord,   
 most high over all the earth; *  
 you are exalted far above all gods. 

10 The 
he preserves the lives of his saints 

 and delivers them from the hand of 
the wicked. 

11 Light has sprung up for the right-
eous, *     
 and joyful gladness for those who 
are truehearted. 

12 
and give thanks to his holy Name. 

Presider: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

People: Glory to You Lord Christ. 
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Luke 2:8-20 
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of 
the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, 
‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the 
people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messi-
ah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands 
of cloth and lying in a manger.’ And suddenly there was with the angel a multi-
tude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

‘Glory to God in the highest heaven,     
 and on earth peace among those whom he favours!’ 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, ‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, 
which the Lord has made known to us.’ So they went with haste and found Mary 
and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made 
known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were 
amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and 
pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God 
for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.  

 

 

 

 
 

Homily 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

6 

The Nicene Creed   All say together  
 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally be-
gotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 
God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all 
things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man.  
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death 
and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scrip-
tures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom 
will have no end. 
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped 
and glorified.   He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for 
the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

 

Exchange of the Peace 

Presider   May the peace of Christ be always with you  
All     And also with you. 
The Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

 
The Presider says 

Offer to God a sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, and make good your vows to 
the Most High.    Psalm 50:14 

Offertory Hymn:      #105 God rest ye merry gentlemen  

 

Doxology                                                       The Hymnal 1982 #380 v3 only 
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♫ Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise him all creatures here below 
Praise him above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.   Amen. ♪ 
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The Holy Communion 

The Great Thanksgiving 

 
Presider 

  It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 
thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  
  Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for us; who, by 
the mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of the flesh of the 
Virgin Mary his mother; so that we might be delivered from the bondage of sin, 
and receive power to become your children.   

  Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels 
and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the 
glory of your Name:  
 

 Sanctus (Presider and People together)                            

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of Power and Might 

Heaven and Earth are full of your glory 
Hosanna in the highest 

   Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord 
Hosanna in the highest 

 
Then the Presider continues 

 Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, 
and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death you, in 
your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human  
nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the  God and Father of 
all. 

Presider The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Presider Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
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 He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedi-
ence to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.  

 On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus 
Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it 
to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me."  

 After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he 
gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new 
Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. When-
ever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: (all) 

               Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 

 We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of 
praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we of-
fer you these gifts.   

 Sanctify them (+) by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and 
Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him.  

 Sanctify us also (+) that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, 
and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with 
all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
 
 All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and 
in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Fa-
ther, now and for ever. AMEN. 

 

Lord's Prayer 

Presider:  As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.       Amen 
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The Breaking of the Bread 

Presider:  Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 

People: Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia! 

 

 

Invitation to Communion: 

Presider:   The gifts of God for the people of God. 

(All are invited and welcome to come forward and receive communion in this church.) 

 

Communion Hymns #99 Go tell it on the mountain  
 

Post Communion Prayer    The people stand as they are able. 

Presider:  Let us pray: 

Presider and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living      

members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with   

spiritual food  in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  Send us now into the 

world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with 

gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

Blessing 

The Presider says 

  May Almighty God, who sent his Son to take our nature  upon him, bless 
you in this holy season, scatter the darkness, and brighten your heart with the light 
of his holiness. Amen.  

  May God, who sent his angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s 
birth, fill you with joy, and make you heralds of the Gospel. Amen.  

  May God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and earth to 
heaven, give you his peace and favor. Amen.  

  And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen.  
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Recessional     #100 Joy to the world  

 

 

Dismissal 

Presider:  Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in God’s Love, Peace, Hope,  
  and Joy.  Alleluia, Alleluia!! 

People  Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, Alleluia (Alleluia!) 
 
 

Merry Christmas to you and yours and God bless us, everyone. 
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