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Maundy Thursday — 9 April 2020   
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church 

Sierra Vista, AZ 
 

“I give you a new commandment, that you love one  
another.  Just as I have loved you, so you should love one  

another.” 
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Maundy Thursday Worship Service 

 

Presider:  Welcome and Introduction 
 

Opening Acclamation:  BCP p.355 
 
Presider  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People  And blessed be his kingdom now and forever. Amen. 
 
Praise Song -  Lamb of God (Twila Paris,  YouTube video)        

Your only Son no sin to hide 
But You have sent Him from Your side 
To walk upon this guilty sod 
And to become the Lamb of God 
 

Your gift of love they crucified 
They laughed and scorned Him as he died 
The humble King they named a fraud 
And sacrificed the Lamb of God 
 

Oh Lamb of God, Sweet lamb of God 
I love the Holy Lamb of God 
Oh wash me in His precious Blood 
My Jesus Christ the Lamb of God 
 

I was so lost I should have died 
But You have brought me to Your side 
To be led by Your staff and rod 
And to be called a lamb of God 
 

Oh Lamb of God, Sweet lamb of God 
I love the Holy Lamb of God 
Oh wash me in His precious Blood 
My Jesus Christ the Lamb of God 
 

Oh wash me in His precious Blood 
My Jesus Christ the Lamb of God 
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Salutation       BCP p 357 
 
Presider  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Presider  Let us pray 
 
Collect for Maundy Thursday:    BCP p. 221 
Almighty Father, whose dear Son, on the night before he suffered, institut-
ed the Sacrament of his Body and Blood:  Mercifully grant that we may re-
ceive it thankfully in remembrance of Jesus Christ our Lord, who in these 
holy mysteries gives us a pledge of eternal life; and who now lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Lessons:     (Each reading will have a short homily)  
 
First Lesson:  A reading from the book of Exodus (Exodus 12: 1-4, 11-14): 
 The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: This month shall 
mark for you the beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for 
you. Tell the whole congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month they are 
to take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each household. If a household is too 
small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in obtaining one; the 
lamb shall be divided in proportion to the number of people who eat of it.  Your 
lamb shall be without blemish, a year-old male; you may take it from the sheep 
or from the goats. They shall take some of the blood and put it on the two door-
posts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it.  
 They shall eat the lamb that same night; they shall eat it roasted over the 
fire with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in 
water, but roasted over the fire, with its head, legs, and inner organs. You shall 
let none of it remain until the morning; anything that remains until the morning 
you shall burn.  
 This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, 
and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of 
the Lord.   
 For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down 
every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all the 
gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the Lord. The blood shall be a sign 
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for you on the houses where you live: when I see the blood, I will pass over you, 
and no plague shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. This day shall be 
a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to the Lord; 
throughout your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance.  
 
Reader  The Word of the Lord  People   Thanks be to God 
 
Homily Part I - Elements of the Passover: Lamb, Bread, Blood, 
 
Psalm     116:1, 10-17 
1 I love the Lord, because he has heard the voice of my supplication, * 
 because he has inclined his ear to me whenever I called upon him. 
10 How shall I repay the Lord * 
 for all the good things he has done for me? 
11 I will lift up the cup of salvation * 
 and call upon the Name of the Lord. 
12 I will fulfill my vows to the Lord *  
 in the presence of all his people. 
13 Precious in the sight of the Lord *  
 is the death of his servants. 
14 O Lord, I am your servant; * 
 I am your servant and the child of your handmaid;  
 you have freed me from my bonds. 
15 I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving *  
 and call upon the Name of the Lord. 
16 I will fulfill my vows to the Lord *  
 in the presence of all his people, 
17 In the courts of the Lord’s house, *  
 in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.  
 Hallelujah! 
 
Second Lesson:  A reading from Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians (11:23-
26) 
 I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus 
on the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and said, "This is my body that is for you. Do this in remem-
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brance of me." In the same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, "This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remem-
brance of me." For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim 
the Lord's death until he comes.  
 
Reader  The Word of the Lord  People   Thanks be to God 
 
Homily Part II - The Lord’s Last Supper (on the Altar) 

  
Gospel Lesson:  John 13:1-17, 31b-35, Matthew 26:30-75  

 Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come 
to depart from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were 
in the world, he loved them to the end. The devil had already put it into the heart 
of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him.  

 And during supper Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into 
his hands, and that he had come from God and was going to God, got up from the 
table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. Then he poured 
water into a basin and began to wash the disciples' feet and to wipe them with 
the towel that was tied around him.  

 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, "Lord, are you going to wash my 
feet?" Jesus answered, "You do not know now what I am doing, but later you will 
understand." Peter said to him, "You will never wash my feet." Jesus answered, 
"Unless I wash you, you have no share with me." Simon Peter said to him, "Lord, 
not my feet only but also my hands and my head!" Jesus said to him, "One who 
has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And 
you are clean, though not all of you." For he knew who was to betray him; for this 
reason he said, "Not all of you are clean." 

 After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to 
the table, he said to them, "Do you know what I have done to you? You call me 
Teacher and Lord--and you are right, for that is what I am. So if I, your Lord and 
Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet. For I 
have set you an example, that you also should do as I have done to you. Very tru-
ly, I tell you,  servants are not greater than their master, nor are messengers 
greater than the one who sent them. If you know these things, you are blessed if 
you do them. 
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 "Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. If 
God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will  

glorify him at once. Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look 
for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, `Where I am going, you  

cannot come.'  

 I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have 
loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will know that you 
are my disciples, if you have love for one another." 

 Then Jesus said to them, “You will all become deserters because of me this 
night; for it is written, 

‘I will strike the shepherd, 
the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’ 

But after I am raised up, I will go ahead of you to Galilee.”  

 Peter said to him, “Though all become deserters because of you, I will never 
desert you.” Jesus said to him, “Truly I tell you, this very night, before the cock 
crows, you will deny me three times.” Peter said to him, “Even though I must die 
with you, I will not deny you.” And so said all the disciples. 

 Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his 
disciples, “Sit here while I go over there and pray.” He took with him Peter and the 
two sons of Zebedee, and began to be grieved and agitated. Then he said to them, “I 
am deeply grieved, even to death; remain here, and stay awake with me.” And going 
a little farther, he threw himself on the ground and prayed, “My Father, if it is possi-
ble, let this cup pass from me; yet not what I want but what you want.”  Then he 
came to the disciples and found them sleeping; and he said to     Peter, “So, could 
you not stay awake with me one hour? Stay awake and pray that you may not come 
into the time of trial; the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” Again he 
went away for the second time and prayed, “My Father, if this cannot pass unless I 
drink it, your will be done.”   

 Again he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. So leav-
ing them again, he went away and prayed for the third time, saying the same 
words. Then he came to the disciples and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and 
taking your rest? See, the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the 
hands of sinners. Get up, let us be going. See, my betrayer is at hand.” 

 While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; with him was a 
large crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the elders of the peo-
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ple. Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is the 
man; arrest him.” At once he came up to Jesus and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” and 
kissed him. Jesus said to him, “Friend, do what you are here to do.”   

 Then they came and laid hands on Jesus and arrested him. Suddenly, one of 
those with Jesus put his hand on his sword, drew it, and struck the slave of the 
high priest, cutting off his ear. Then Jesus said to him, “Put your sword back into 
its place; for all who take the sword will perish by the sword. Do you think that I 
cannot appeal to my Father, and he will at once send me more than twelve legions 
of angels? But how then would the scriptures be fulfilled, which say it must hap-
pen in this way?” At that hour Jesus said to the crowds, “Have you come out with 
swords and clubs to arrest me as though I were a bandit? Day after day I sat in the 
temple teaching, and you did not arrest me. But all this has taken place, so that 
the scriptures of the prophets may be fulfilled.”   

 Then all the disciples deserted him and fled. 

 Those who had arrested Jesus took him to Caiaphas the high priest, in 
whose house the scribes and the elders had gathered. But Peter was following 
him at a distance, as far as the courtyard of the high priest; and going inside, he 
sat with the guards in order to see how this would end.  

 Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. A servant-girl came to him 
and said, “You also were with Jesus the Galilean.” But he denied it before all of 
them, saying, “I do not know what you are talking about.” When he went out to 
the porch, another servant-girl saw him, and she said to the bystanders, “This 
man was with Jesus of Nazareth.” Again he denied it with an oath, “I do not know 
the man.” After a little while the bystanders came up and said to Peter, “Certainly 
you are also one of them, for your accent betrays you.” Then he began to curse, 
and he swore an oath, “I do not know the man!” At that moment the cock crowed. 
Then Peter remembered what Jesus had said: “Before the cock crows, you will  

deny me three times.” And he went out and wept bitterly. 

 

Homily Part III - Foot Washing Station and Film Clip by Skit Guys 

 

Prayers of the People: 

 

Leader Let us offer our prayers for ourselves and on behalf of others  

  responding with “Lord, hear our prayer.” 
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  For the gift of humility, that we may mirror the servanthood of Jesus, 
  bending the knee of our hearts to all whose feet have journeyed a 
  long distance, and whose hands have washed away the burdens of 
  others,  let us pray: 

People Lord hear our prayer. 

 

Leader For the courage to face our own lack of faith, the soft lies and self-
  deceptions, the subtle betrayals, and our spiritual blindness, that in  

  turning to Christ we may receive grace that changes lives, let us  
  pray:  

People  Lord hear our prayer. 

 

Leader For those who keep watch this night, that in watching they may be 
  found and in seeking they may be filled with the spirit, and in  

  waiting they may find peace, let us pray: 

People Lord hear our prayer. 

 

Leader For those anxious many nights: the hungry, the homeless, the fearful, 
  that Christ may find them in their own gardens of Gethsemane and 
  not leave them in despair, let us pray: 

People Lord hear our prayer. 

 

Leader For those who are about to die, that they take comfort in Jesus  

  having gone before us to prepare a place so that where he is we  
  might be also, let us pray: 

People Lord hear our prayer. 

 

 

 

Leader: Let us now pray as Jesus taught his followers in the Lord’s Prayer: 

All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 

  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

  On Earth as it is in heaven. 
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  Give this day our daily bread, 

  And forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

  And lead us not into temptation, 

  But deliver us from evil 

  For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory 

  Forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Presider Most Merciful Lord, your love compels us to come.  Our hands  
  were unclean, our hearts were unprepared; we were not fit even  
  to eat the crumbs under your table.  But you Lord, are the God of  
  our salvation, and share your bread with all who come to you.  So 
  cleanse us and feed us as you did for your first disciples, that you 
  may live in us and we may live in you, to the glory of you Name.   
  Amen. 

 

Exchange of the Peace 

Presider    May the peace of Christ be with you tonight and always.  

All       And also with you. 

 

Benediction and Dismissal: 

 

Presider:   Finally, friends, rejoice. Aim for restoration, comfort one another, 
  agree with one another, live in peace; and the God of love and peace 
  be with you all.  Amen. 

   

  Go in peace, let not your hearts be troubled.  

People:   Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 
 
 


