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Twelfth Sunday  
After Pentecost 

St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church 
22 & 23 August 2020 

    Welcome & Announcements 
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Gathering Hymn (All people that on Earth do dwell               #377) 
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The Word of God       BCP p. 355 

Presider    Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.    Amen. 
 
Presider Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires   
  known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the   
  thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy  
  Spirit, that we may  perfectly love you, and worthily  
  magnify your holy Name;  through Christ our Lord.   Amen. 

 
Gloria/Glory to God       BCP p. 356 

Presider The Lord be with you.  
People And also with you. 
 
 

 

Glory to God in the highest, 
    and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
    we worship you, we give you thanks, 
    we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
    have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
    receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
    Jesus Christ, 
    with the Holy Spirit, 
    in the glory of God the Father. Amen.  
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Presider Let us pray.   

Grant, O merciful God, that your Church, being gathered together in unity 
by your Holy Spirit, may show forth your power among all peoples, to the 
glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.         Amen. 

(Please be seated for the lessons.  Lessons are found on the Lectionary insert) 
 

The Lessons 

First Lesson:   A reading from the book of   Isaiah 51:1-6 

Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness,         
you that seek the Lord. 

Look to the rock from which you were hewn,        
and to the quarry from which you were dug. 

Look to Abraham your father           
and to Sarah who bore you; 

for he was but one when I called him,          
but I blessed him and made him many. 

For the Lord will comfort Zion;             
he will comfort all her waste places, 

and will make her wilderness like Eden,           
her desert like the garden of the Lord; 

joy and gladness will be found in her,                    
thanksgiving and the voice of song. 

Listen to me, my people,            
and give heed to me, my nation; 

for a teaching will go out from me,          
and my justice for a light to the peoples. 

I will bring near my deliverance swiftly,          
my salvation has gone out             
and my arms will rule the peoples;   
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the coastlands wait for me,           
and for my arm they hope. 

Lift up your eyes to the heavens,          
and look at the earth beneath; 

for the heavens will vanish like smoke,          
the earth will wear out like a garment,         
and those who live on it will die like gnats; 

but my salvation will be for ever,          
and my deliverance will never be ended. 

. 

Reader  The Word of the Lord  People  Thanks be to God 

 
{Let us all recite in unison} 
Psalm 138 
 Confitebor tibi 

1 I will give thanks to you, O Lord, with my whole heart; * 
before the gods I will sing your praise. 

2 I will bow down toward your holy temple           
and praise your Name, *                
because of your love and faithfulness; 

3 For you have glorified your Name *            
and your word above all things. 

4 When I called, you answered me; *             
you increased my strength within me. 

5 All the kings of the earth will praise you, O Lord, *       
when they have heard the words of your mouth. 

6 They will sing of the ways of the Lord, *           
that great is the glory of the Lord. 

7 Though the Lord be high, he cares for the lowly; *             
he perceives the haughty from afar. 

8 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; *    
you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; 
your right hand shall save me. 



 

6 

9 The Lord will make good his purpose for me; *         
O Lord, your love endures for ever;         
do not abandon the works of your hands. 

 
Second Lesson:   A reading from the book of the Romans 12:1-8 

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present 
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your 
spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God-- what 
is good and acceptable and perfect. 

For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of 
yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, 
each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. For as in one 
body we have many members, and not all the members have the same function, 
so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members 
one of another. We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: 
prophecy, in proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in 
teaching; the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in 
diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness. 

. 

Reader  The Word of the Lord  People  Thanks be to God 

Reader   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

People:   Glory to you Lord Christ. 
 
Gospel Lesson: Matthew 16:13-20 
 When Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 
disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” And they said, “Some 
say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the 
prophets.” He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter 
answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” And Jesus 
answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has 
not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, 
and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail 
against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you 
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bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be 
loosed in heaven.” Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he 
was the Messiah. 
 

Reader    The Gospel of the Lord. 
People   Praise to you Lord Christ. 
 
 
 

 
HOMILY 

 

 
 
Nicene Creed (Traditional)      BCP p. 358 
 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.   Through 
him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down 
from heaven:  by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from 
the Virgin Mary, and was made man.    
 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death 
and was buried.   On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 
the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son.   With the Father and the Son he is 
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worshiped and glorified.   He has spoken through the Prophets.   We 
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.    
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.   We look for 
the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.   Amen. 
   

 
 
 
 
Prayers of the People: 
Form II 
(In the course of the silence after each bidding, the People offer their own prayers, either silently or 
aloud. ) 
Leader: I ask your prayers for God's people throughout the world; 

for our Bishops Michael and Jennifer; for this gathering; in the        
Anglican Cycle of Prayer for the Church of the Province of South East 
Asia; in the Diocesan  Cycle of Prayer for St. Andrew’s, in Glendale 
and for our Native American neighbors, especially the Apache and 
Pascua Yaqui who  call this part of Arizona their home.  For all 
ministers and people. Pray for the Church. 

  Silence 

Leader: I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; and for the 
well-being of all people.  Pray for justice and peace.     
 Silence 

Leader: I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the  oppressed, 
and those in prison.  Pray for those in any need or trouble.    
 Silence 

Leader: I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of 
him.  Pray that they may find and be found by him.    
 Silence 

Leader: I ask your prayers for the departed [especially                             ]. 
  Pray for those who have died. 

  Silence 
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Leader: Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been 
honored.  Pray that we may have grace to glorify Christ in our own 
day.    Amen. 

Presider:  Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth:   
Mercifully accept the prayers of your people, and  strengthen us to do 
your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord.    Amen 

Leader: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

   A Brief Silence may be kept. 
 

All: Most merciful God,             
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 
Presider Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through 

our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness  and by the 
power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.        Amen. 

 
Presider: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
(People exchange a 6 ft distanced peace, offering peace signs, namaste (prayer 
hands with head bow), or virtual hug (arms crossed over chest). 
 
Offertory 
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Presider Walk in love as Christ loved us and gave himself as a offering and  

  sacrifice to God. 
 
Offertory Anthem  

(Plates/baskets will not be passed and will not be brought forward during the service.  Please 
drop your offering into the plate or basket without touching them on the way into or out of 
the church) 
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The Holy Communion 

The Great Thanksgiving 

 
Presider 
  It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 
thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  
 
  For you are the source of light and life, you made us in your image, and 
called us to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
  Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels 
and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the 
glory of your Name:  

 
All:                         

 Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest.  
Then the Presider continues 
  Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, 
and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in 
your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human na-
ture, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of 
all. 
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to 
your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

Presider The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Presider Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
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  On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus 
Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it 
to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me." 
  After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he 
gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new 
Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. When-
ever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
 

 Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:    Celebrant and People 
Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
 

The Presider continues 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise 
and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you 
these gifts.  Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the 
Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life  
in him. Sanctify us also (+) that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, 
and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all 
your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
 
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now 
and forever.       AMEN. 

 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
Lord's Prayer: (Traditional) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,  thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.    Amen.  
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The Breaking of the Bread     (spoken)                                       
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:  have mercy on us 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:  have mercy on us 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:  grant us peace. 
    
Invitation to Communion: 

Presider:   The gifts of God for the people of God. 

(All are invited and welcome to come forward and receive communion in this 
church.  Please follow the directions of the priest and maintain distancing.  Re-
ceive the bread in your outstretched hand, move 6ft over and lift/lower mask to 
consume the bread.  Replace mask and return to seat). 

 

Communion Music   
 

Birthdays, Anniversaries, Healing Prayer, Gratitude Sharing  

(remain in your seat area, stand for recognition or sharing) 
  

Post Communion Prayer    The people stand as they are able. 

Presider  Let us Pray 

All:  Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as  
living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,  and you have 
fed us with spiritual food  in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  
Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and  
courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord.    Amen.  

Benediction/Blessing: 

Presider:  May the peace which surpasses all understanding, keep your hearts and 
minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  And the blessing of God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit be 
among you and remain with you now and always.   Amen.  

 

Recessional Hymn    
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 Lord you give the great commission           The Hymnal 1982 #528 
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Dismissal 

Presider:        Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in God’s Spirit.   
                         Alleluia! Alleluia! 
People Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, Alleluia, (Alleluia!) 

 Please, join us for a time of appropriately distanced fellowship after the 
service in the Parish Hall.  Please keep your masks on during this time. 
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