Welcome to St. Stephen's Episcopal Church

The Season of

Epiphany

Saint Stephen's welcomes everyone who wishes to follow Christ, worship together,
grow in faith and share God's love through service to others.

LAST SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY
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Welcome and Announcements
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Opening Hymn (Alleluia, Sing to Jesus) 1982 Hymnal #460
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Music: Hyfrydol, Rowland Hugh Prichard (1811-1887)




Opening Acclamation: BCP p. 355
Presider  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
Presider Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and

from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Gloria in Excelsis #S280
Glory to God in the highest,

and peace to his people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,

we worship you, we give you
thanks,

we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the
Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,

you take away the sin of the world:

(Words found in BCP p. 356)

have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of
the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

The Collect of the Day: BCP p. 357

Presider The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Presider Let us pray. (BCPp. 215)
People O God, who before the passion of your only-begotten Son revealed

his glory upon the holy mountain: Grant to us that we, beholding by
faith the light of his countenance, may be strengthened to bear our
cross, and be changed into his likeness from glory to glory; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen.

The Lessons



First Lesson: from the book of the 2 Kings 2:1-12

When the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind,
Elijah and Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay
here; for the Lord has sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the Lord
lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to
Bethel. The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha, and
said to him, “Do you know that today the Lord will take your master away from
you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep silent.”

Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for the Lord has sent me to Jericho.”
But he said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So
they came to Jericho. The company of prophets who were at Jericho drew near to
Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the Lord will take your master
away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; be silent.”

Then Eljjah said to him, “Stay here; for the Lord has sent me to the
Jordan.” But he said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave
you.” So the two of them went on. Fifty men of the company of prophets also
went, and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing by the
Jordan. Then Elijjah took his mantle and rolled it up, and struck the water; the
water was parted to the one side and to the other, until the two of them crossed on
dry ground.

When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for
you, before I am taken from you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double
share of your spirit.” He responded, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see
me as [ am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will not.” As
they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated
the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. Elisha kept
watching and crying out, “Father, father! The chariots of Israel and its
horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his own clothes
and tore them in two pieces.

Reader The Word of the Lord People Thanks be to God

Psalm 50:1-6
Deus deorum (Read aloud in unison)

1 The Lord, the God of gods, has spoken; *
he has called the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting.

2 Out of Zion, perfect in its beauty, *
God reveals himself in glory. g



3 Our God will come and will not keep silence; *
before him there is a consuming flame,
and round about him a raging storm.

4 He calls the heavens and the earth from above *
to witness the judgment of his people.

5 "Gather before me my loyal followers, *
those who have made a covenant with me
and sealed it with sacrifice."

6 Let the heavens declare the rightness of his cause; *
for God himself is judge.

Second Lesson: A reading from 2 Corinthians 4:3-6:

Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. In their
case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them
from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of
God. For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and
ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. For it is the God who said, “Let light
shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

Reader The Word of the Lord People Thanks be to God

Gospel Lesson: Mark 9:2-9
Reader The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark
People: Glory to you Lord Christ

Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high
mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his
clothes became dazzling white, such as no one on earth could bleach them. And
there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. Then
Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make three
dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” He did not know what
to say, for they were terrified. Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the
cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” Suddenly
when they looked around, they saw no one with them any more, but only Jesus.
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As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one
about what they had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead.

Reader The Gospel of the Lord
People Praise to you Lord Christ

HOMILY

Nicene Creed: (Said aloud by all, in unison) BCP p. 358
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things
were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the
power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary and was
made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and
was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the
Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom
will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and
glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy
catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of
the world to come. = Amen.



Prayers of the People: Form III (BCP p. 387)

Leader Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
People That we all may be one.

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons,
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.

Give to the departed eternal rest.
Let light perpetual shine upon them.

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for The Anglican Church of
Canada.

May God bless and keep them.

In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer we pray for St. Luke’s, in Prescott.
May God bless and keep them.

We pray for the first peoples of this land, especially the tribes of the
Apache and Pascua Yaqui that call this part of Arizona their home.
May God bless and keep them.



We pray for our own needs and the needs of others (please add your own
petitions and prayers either silently or aloud)

Presider  And because we are currently fasting from the Lord’s Supper, let us
also pray for our spiritual Communion:

All My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy
Sacrament. I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You into
my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, come
at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if You were already
there and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated
from You. Amen.

Presider  As Jesus taught us, we now pray: (Lord’s Prayer) BCPp. 364

All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for
ever and ever. Amen.

Presider  Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and
earth: Mercifully accept the prayers of your people, and
strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Presider The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

Blessing

Presider:  May the peace which surpasses all understanding, keep your hearts
and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord. And the blessing of God: Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit be among you and remain with you now and always.

Amen.



Closing Hymn/Song (Alleluia, Alleluia, Let the Holy Anthem Rise) Gather#440
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Dismissal
Deacon: Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia! Alleluia!

People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia, (4lleluia!)
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ST. STEPHEN’S

EPISCOPAL CHURCH

2750 Cardinal Dr. Sierra Vista, AZ 85635
https://ststephensaz.org
520-458-4432

Rector: Allison Cornell Choir Director: holsonback@cox.net

Off. Phone: 520-458-4432 Michael-Thomas Gilman

MOblle.Z 562-743-3784 Cell: 413-214-1719 Junior warden:
RevAllison@ststephensaz.org Email: Sherrv Simon

Parish Administrator divineorgan@gmail.com Cell: 35/20_210_202 6

Mark Sowards Vestrv Staff el o< ‘

Off. Phone 520-458-4432 . y ] sherrytsimon@gmail.com
Mobile: 408-892-1062 Senior Warden: Treasurer: Cheryl Stone
mark.sowards@ststephensaz.org Tim Holsonback Mobile: 270/348-7020

Office Fax: 520-458-8237 Cell: 520-459-1937 cheryl.1.stonel @gmail.com
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