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Wed. 24 November 9:30am, 2021 

Saint Stephen's welcomes everyone who wishes to follow Christ, worship together, 
grow in faith and share God's love through service to others. 

Feast of Catherine of 
Alexandria 

Barbara of Nicomedia 
Margaret of Antioch 
 

Welcome and Announcements:  

Catherine of Alexandria's story has caught 
the popular imagination of many genera-
tions. No references to her can be traced ear-
lier than the ninth (or possibly the eighth) 
century. 

It is said that Catherine was a Christian 
maiden of Alexandria in Egypt, possessed of 
beauty, brains, and noble birth. She rebuked 
the heathen emperor Maxentius for his idol-
atry, and he responded by offering to marry 
her if she would renounce her faith. She re-
fused.  

Fifty philosophers were set to refute her in a 
public debate. She easily won every point, 
and made them look foolish. The emperor, a 
sore loser, had them burned alive. The em-
peror went out of town on business, and 
when he returned, he discovered that Cathe-
rine had converted his queen and the 200 
soldiers of the empress's bodyguard.  

This was too much. He had the Empress and 
her soldiers put to death. Catherine was sen-
tenced to be tortured on a spiked wheel, but 
the wheel flew apart and the fragments 
killed many of her accusers. After this and 
other marvels, Catherine was beheaded, and 
from her veins flowed not blood but milk. 
The angels carried her to Mount Sinai, 

Continued Pg.11 
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Opening Acclamation:         
Presider  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen 

The Collect for Purity 

Presider Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,  and 
from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

Gloria  -  (all in unison)   

 Glory to God in the highest, 
    and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
    we worship you, we give you thanks, 
    we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
    have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
    receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
    Jesus Christ, 
    with the Holy Spirit, 
    in the glory of God the Father. Amen.     

 

Salutation 
Presider  The Lord be with you 
People  And also with you. 
Presider  Let us pray 
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The Collect of the Day:            
People:     Embolden your church, O God, with the stories of your saints 
Catherine, Barbara, and Margaret, that we might face all trials and 
adversities with a fearless mind and an unbroken spirit, knowing that we are 
more than conquerors through Jesus Christ who strengthens us. Through 
the same Jesus Christ our Lord,          Amen.  

The Word of God      (Please be seated) 

The Old Testament:   A reading from Judith 12:16-13:10  
  Judith came in and lay down. Holofernes’ heart was ravished with her and 
his passion was aroused, for he had been waiting for an opportunity to seduce her 
from the day he first saw her. So Holofernes said to her, "Have a drink and be 
merry with us!" Judith said, "I will gladly drink, my lord, because today is the 
greatest day in my whole life." Then she took what her maid had prepared and 
ate and drank before him. Holofernes was greatly pleased with her, and drank a 
great quantity of wine, much more than he had ever drunk in any one day since 
he was born. 
  When evening came, his slaves quickly withdrew. Bagoas closed the tent 
from outside and shut out the attendants from his master’s presence. They went 
to bed, for they all were weary because the banquet had lasted so long. But Judith 
was left alone in the tent, with Holofernes stretched out on his bed, for he was 
dead drunk. 
  Now Judith had told her maid to stand outside the bedchamber and to wait 
for her to come out, as she did on the other days; for she said she would be going 
out for her prayers. She had said the same thing to Bagoas. So everyone went 
out, and no one, either small or great, was left in the bedchamber. Then Judith, 
standing beside his bed, said in her heart, "O Lord God of all might, look in this 
hour on the work of my hands for the exaltation of Jerusalem. Now indeed is the 
time to help your heritage and to carry out my design to destroy the enemies who 
have risen up against us." 
  She went up to the bedpost near Holofernes’ head, and took down his 
sword that hung there. She came close to his bed, took hold of the hair of his 
head, and said, "Give me strength today, O Lord God of Israel!" Then she struck 
his neck twice with all her might, and cut off his head. Next she rolled his body 
off the bed and pulled down the canopy from the posts. Soon afterwards she went 
out and gave Holofernes’ head to her maid, who placed it in her food bag. 
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 Then the two of them went out together, as they were accustomed to do for prayer. 
They passed through the camp, circled around the valley, and went up the 
mountain to Bethulia, and came to its gates. 

 
Lector:   The Word of the Lord  
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm  119:97-104 
 Quomodo dilexi!    (Read aloud in unison) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gospel Lesson:   
Reader:   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to   
       Mark 9:42-50 
People:   Glory to you, Lord Christ 
 Jesus said, “If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little 
ones who believe in me, it would be better for you if a great millstone were hung 
around your neck and you were thrown into the sea. If your hand causes you to 
stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life maimed than to have two hands 
and to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. And if your foot causes you to stumble, 
cut it off; it is better for you to enter life lame than to have two feet and to be 

97 Oh, how I love your law! *       
 all the day long it is in my mind. 

98 Your commandment has made me wiser than my enemies, *   
 and it is always with me. 

99 I have more understanding than all my teachers, *     
 for your decrees are my study. 

100 I am wiser than the elders, *       
 because I observe your commandments. 

101 I restrain my feet from every evil way, *     
 that I may keep your word. 

102 I do not shrink from your judgments, *     
 because you yourself have taught me. 

103 How sweet are your words to my taste! *     
 they are sweeter than honey to my mouth. 

104 Through your commandments I gain understanding; *    
 therefore I hate every lying way. 
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thrown into hell. And if your eye causes you to stumble, tear it out; it is better 
for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to have two eyes and to 
be thrown into hell, where their worm never dies, and the fire is never 
quenched. 
 “For everyone will be salted with fire. Salt is good; but if salt has lost its 
saltiness, how can you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with 
one another.” 
  
Reader    The Gospel of the Lord 
People   Praise to you, Lord Christ 

 
 
 

Homily   
 

Nicene Creed:   Traditional Version (Said aloud by all, in unison)    
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father,  God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through 
him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:  by the power of 
the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was 
made man.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped 
and glorified.  He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 
come. Amen. 
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Prayers of the People:  Form II revised    
Leader: I ask your prayers for God's people throughout the world; 
  for our Bishops Michael and Jennifer; for this gathering; and for  
  all ministers and people. 
People: We pray for the Church.   
 
Leader: I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; and for 
  the well-being of all people. 
People: We pray for justice and peace.  
 
Leader: I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, 
  and those in prison. 
People: We pray for those in any need or trouble.  
 
Leader: I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of 
  him. 
People: We pray that they may find and be found by him.  
 
Leader: Remembering those, O God that you have called home to your  
  kingdom  ____________(people say aloud or silently those who 
have   died);     I ask your prayers for the faithfully departed  
People: We pray for those who have died.  
 
Leader: Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been 
  honored. 
People: We pray that we may have grace to glorify Christ in our own 
  day. 
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The Confession 
Leader: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor 
People: Most merciful God, 
  we confess that we have sinned against you 
  in thought, word, and deed, 
  by what we have done, 
  and by what we have left undone. 
  We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
  we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
  have mercy on us and forgive us; 
  that we may delight in your will, 
  and walk in your ways, 
  to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

Absolution 
Presider: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our 

Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness and by the  power of 
the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.   Amen. 

 

Exchange of the Peace 

Presider  May the peace of the Lord be always with you  
All       And also with you. 
The Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

 

Offertory:  (Offerings may be placed in the plate near the back of the church) 

Presider:  Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an 
 offering and sacrifice to God.     
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The Holy Communion 
The Great Thanksgiving—Rite II, Prayer B 
Celebrant The Lord be with you.  
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

Presider Continues 

 It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 
thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.   

 For by water and the Holy Spirit you have made us a new people in Jesus 
Christ our Lord, to show forth your glory in all the world.   

 Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels 
and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the 
glory of your Name:  

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have 
made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your 
Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, 
your Son.  
 For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from 
evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of 
error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.  
 On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and 
said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me." 
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 After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he 
gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you:  This is my Blood of the new 
Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

 

 Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 

 

 And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of 
all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.   

 We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit (+) upon these gifts 
that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new 
Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable 
through him, being sanctified (+) by the Holy Spirit.  

 In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and 
bring us to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the 
everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our 
salvation. 

 By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor 
and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN  

 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say 

(Traditional Lord’s Prayer) 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation,  but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and 
ever.   Amen.  
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The Breaking of the Bread: 
(Presider breaks the consecrated bread) 
Presider: Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
People: Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia! 
 

Invitation to Communion:  
Presider:   These are the gifts of God for the People of God.  Take them in 

remembrance that Christ died for you and feed on him in your hearts, by 
faith and with thanksgiving. 

 

The people come forward to receive communion.  All are welcome at the Lord’s Supper in this 
church. 
 

Prayers for Birthdays, Anniversaries, Healing, Travelers, and Gratitude 
 

Post Communion Prayer 
Presider:  Let us pray: 
 Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the 
spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior 
Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living 
members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom.  

And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love 
and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and 
to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever.   Amen 

Benediction: 
Presider:   May the light of God surround you, the love of God enfold you, the 
  power of God protect you, and the presence of God watch over you, 
  now and forever more.  Amen. 
 
 

Dismissal 
Presider: People of St. Stephen’s, what does God call us to do? 
People: We are called to love and serve. 
Presider: Let us go forth, rejoicing in God’s Spirit, alleluia, alleluia! 
People: Thanks be to God,!  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
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where St. Catherine's Monastery is now located. 

Barbara of Nicomedia, or Great Martyr Barbara, was an early Christian Greek saint and 
martyr. Accounts place her in the 3rd century in Heliopolis of 
Phoenicia, present-day Baalbek, Lebanon.  

According to the hagiographies, Barbara, the daughter of a 
rich pagan, was carefully guarded by her father who kept her 
locked up in a tower in order to preserve her from the outside 
world. Having secretly become a Christian, she rejected an 
offer of marriage that she received through her father. 

Dragged before the prefect of the province, Martinianus, who 
had her cruelly tortured, Barbara held true to her Christian 
faith. During the night, the dark prison was bathed in light 
and new miracles occurred. Every morning, her wounds were 
healed. Torches that were to be used to burn her went out as 
soon as they came near her. Finally, she was condemned to 
death by beheading. Her father himself carried out the death-
sentence. However, as punishment for this, he was struck by 
lightning on the way home and his body was consumed by 
flame. Barbara was buried by a Christian, Valentinus, and 

her tomb became the site of miracles. 

 Margaret, known as Margaret of Antioch in the West, and as Saint Marina the Great Mar-
tyr in the East, is said to have been martyred in 
304… 

According to the version of the story in Golden 
Legend, she was a native of Antioch and the 
daughter of a pagan priest named Aedesius. Her 
mother having died soon after her birth, Margaret 
was nursed by a Christian woman. Having em-
braced Christianity and consecrated her virginity 
to God, Margaret was disowned by her father, 
adopted by her nurse, and lived in the country 
keeping sheep with her foster mother (in what is 
now Turkey). Olybrius, Governor of the Roman 
Diocese of the East, asked to marry her, but with 
the demand that she renounce Christianity. Upon 
her refusal, she was cruelly tortured, during 
which various miraculous incidents occurred. 
One of these involved being swallowed by Satan 

in the shape of a dragon, from which she escaped alive when the cross she carried irritated the 
dragon's innards. 

Continued from Pg.1 
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Notice: All church activities may be internet streamed, video recorded, and photographed for church 
uses. Entry on to the church campus or in to any church building constitutes consent to be streamed, 
videotaped, or photographed for church purposes. 

Rector: Allison Cornell 
Off. Phone: 520-458-4432 
Mobile: 562-743-3784 
RevAllison@ststephensaz.org 
Parish Administrator 
Mark Sowards 
Off. Phone 520-458-4432 
Mobile: 408-892-1062 

 
Office Fax: 520-458-8237 

Church Accompanist :  
Doreen Oberg 
Cell: 520/457 8306 
Email: doreenoberg                     
 @hotmail.com 

Vestry Staff 
Senior Warden:  

Tim Holsonback 
Cell: 520-459-1937 

 holsonback@cox.net 

Junior warden: 

Sherry Simon 

Cell: 520-210-2026 

sherrytsimon@gmail.com 

Treasurer:  
Anne Roth 

Cell:303/917-8151 

avd.roth@comcast.net 

Welcome Visitor!!! 
Please leave your name and 
contact info below.  If you’d 
like to speak with someone, 
please check 
here    

Or you can also 
use the QRC 
here to fill this 
out online. 

Anv. Date  _______________ 

BrthDate  ________________ 

     Info Update       Giving Envelopes        Mail News Letter 

Name______________________________________________ 
 (first)  (Mid.)   (Last) 

Hm:____________________ Cell_______________________ 
 
Email:___________________________ 
 
Adrs:______________________________________________ 
 
City, St., Zip: ____________________, ________,_________ 

2750 Cardinal Dr. Sierra Vista, AZ 85635 
https://ststephensaz.org 

520-458-4432 

ST.  STEPHEN ’S  

EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
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