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Wed. 15 December 9:30am, 2021 

Saint Stephen's welcomes everyone who wishes to follow Christ, worship together, 
grow in faith and share God's love through service to others. 

Feast of Nino of Georgia 

   Welcome and Announcements: 

Saint Nino (Georgian: წმინდა ნინო, ro-
manized: ts'minda nino; Armenian: Սուրբ 
Նունե, romanized: Surb Nune; Greek: Αγία 
Νίνα, romanized: Agía Nína; sometimes St. 
Nune or St. Ninny) Equal to the Apostles 
and the Enlightener of Georgia (c. 296 – c. 
338 or 340) was a woman who preached 
Christianity in the territory of Caucasian 
Iberia, of what is now part of Georgia. It re-
sulted in the Christianization of the royal 
house of Iberia, with the consequent Chris-
tianization of Iberia. 

According to most widely traditional ac-
counts, she belonged to a Greek-speaking 
Roman family from Kolastra, Cappadocia, 
was a relative of Saint George,[1] and came 
to Georgia (ancient Iberia) from Constanti-
nople. Other sources claim she was from 
Rome, Jerusalem or Gaul (modern France). 
According to legend, she performed miracu-
lous healings and converted the Georgian 
queen, Nana, and eventually the pagan king 
Mirian III of Iberia, who, lost in darkness 
and blinded on a hunting trip, found his way 
only after he prayed to "Nino’s God". Miri-
an declared Christianity the official religion 
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Opening Acclamation:         
Presider  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen 

Gloria: (Third Song of Isaiah) 
Arise, shine, for your light has come, * 
    and the glory of the Lord has dawned upon you. 
For behold, darkness covers the land; * 
    deep gloom enshrouds the peoples. 
But over you the Lord will rise, * 
    and his glory will appear upon you. 
Nations will stream to your light, * 
    and kings to the brightness of your dawning. 
Your gates will always be open; * 
    by day or night they will never be shut. 
They will call you, The City of the Lord, * 
    The Zion of the Holy One of Israel. 
Violence will no more be heard in your land, * 
    ruin or destruction within your borders. 
You will call your walls, Salvation, * 
    and all your portals, Praise. 
The sun will no more be your light by day; * 
    by night you will not need the brightness of the moon. 
The Lord will be your everlasting light, * 
    and your God will be your glory. 

The Collect of the Day:            
Presider  The Lord be with you 
People  And also with you. 
Presider  Let us pray 

 

All:     Almighty God, who called your servant Nino to be your apostle to 
the people of Georgia, to bring those wandering in darkness to the true 
light and knowledge of you; Grant us so to walk in that light, that we may 
come at last to the light of your everlasting day; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
for ever.           Amen.  
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The Word of God      (Please be seated) 

The Old Testament:   A reading from 2 Kings 5:1-14  
  Naaman, commander of the army of the king of Aram, was a great man and 
in high favor with his master, because by him the Lord had given victory to 
Aram. The man, though a mighty warrior, suffered from leprosy. Now the 
Arameans on one of their raids had taken a young girl captive from the land of 
Israel, and she served Naaman's wife. She said to her mistress, "If only my lord 
were with the prophet who is in Samaria! He would cure him of his leprosy." So 
Naaman went in and told his lord just what the girl from the land of Israel had 
said. And the king of Aram said, "Go then, and I will send along a letter to the 
king of Israel." 
  He went, taking with him ten talents of silver, six thousand shekels of gold, 
and ten sets of garments. He brought the letter to the king of Israel, which read, 
"When this letter reaches you, know that I have sent to you my servant Naaman, 
that you may cure him of his leprosy." When the king of Israel read the letter, he 
tore his clothes and said, "Am I God, to give death or life, that this man sends 
word to me to cure a man of his leprosy? Just look and see how he is trying to 
pick a quarrel with me." 
  But when Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had torn his 
clothes, he sent a message to the king, "Why have you torn your clothes? Let him 
come to me, that he may learn that there is a prophet in Israel." So Naaman came 
with his horses and chariots, and halted at the entrance of Elisha's house. Elisha 
sent a messenger to him, saying, "Go, wash in the Jordan seven times, and your 
flesh shall be restored and you shall be clean." But Naaman became angry and 
went away, saying, "I thought that for me he would surely come out, and stand 
and call on the name of the Lord his God, and would wave his hand over the 
spot, and cure the leprosy! Are not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, 
better than all the waters of Israel? Could I not wash in them, and be clean?" He 
turned and went away in a rage. But his servants approached and said to him, 
"Father, if the prophet had commanded you to do something difficult, would you 
not have done it? How much more, when all he said to you was, `Wash, and be 
clean'?" So he went down and immersed himself seven times in the Jordan, 
according to the word of the man of God; his flesh was restored like the flesh of 
a young boy, and he was clean. 

Lector:   The Word of the Lord  
People:  Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm  96 
 Cantate Domino    (Read aloud in unison) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gospel Lesson:   
Reader:   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to   
       Luke 13:10-17 
People:   Glory to you, Lord Christ 

1 Sing to the Lord a new song; * 
sing to the Lord, all the whole 
earth. 

2  
proclaim the good news of his 
salvation from day to day. 

3  
and his wonders among all peo-
ples. 

4 For great is the Lord and greatly 
to be praised; *            
he is more to be feared than all 
gods. 

5 As for all the gods of the nations, 
they are but idols; *         
but it is the Lord who made the 
heavens. 

 6 Oh, the majesty and magnificence 
of his presence! *         
Oh, the power and the splendor 
of his sanctuary! 

7 Ascribe to the Lord, you families 
of the peoples; *           
ascribe to the Lord honor and 
power. 

8 Ascribe to the Lord the honor due 
his Name; *           

bring offerings and come into 
his courts. 

9 Worship the Lord in the beauty of 
holiness; *             
let the whole earth tremble be-
fore him. 

10 Tell it out among the nations: 
"The Lord is King! *           
he has made the world so firm 
that it cannot be moved;            
he will judge the peoples with 
equity." 

11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let 
the earth be glad;            
let the sea thunder and all that 
is in it; *            
let the field be joyful and all 
that is therein. 

12 

when he comes to judge the 
earth. 

13 He will judge the world with 
righteousness *    
 and the peoples with his truth. 
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 Now Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues on the sabbath. And 
just then there appeared a woman with a spirit that had crippled her for eighteen 
years. She was bent over and was quite unable to stand up straight. When Jesus 
saw her, he called her over and said, "Woman, you are set free from your 
ailment." When he laid his hands on her, immediately she stood up straight and 
began praising God. But the leader of the synagogue, indignant because Jesus 
had cured on the sabbath, kept saying to the crowd, "There are six days on 
which work ought to be done; come on those days and be cured, and not on the 
sabbath day." But the Lord answered him and said, "You hypocrites! Does not 
each of you on the sabbath untie his ox or his donkey from the manger, and lead 
it away to give it water? And ought not this woman, a daughter of Abraham 
whom Satan bound for eighteen long years, be set free from this bondage on the 
sabbath day?" When he said this, all his opponents were put to shame; and the 
entire crowd was rejoicing at all the wonderful things that he was doing. 
 
  
Reader    The Gospel of the Lord 
People   Praise to you, Lord Christ 

 
 
 

Homily   
 

 
Nicene Creed:   Traditional Version (Said aloud by all, in unison)    
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father,  God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through 
him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:  by the power of 
the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was 
made man.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the 
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living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and 
glorified.  He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 
come. Amen. 

 
Prayers of the People:      
Leader:  Almighty God, our heavenly Father, you promised through your 

Son Jesus Christ to hear us when we pray in faith.  Strengthen  
Michael and Jennifer our bishops, Allison our priest, and all your 
Church members in the service of Christ, 

All:  That those who confess your name may be united in your truth, live 
together in your love,  and reveal your glory in the world. 

Leader:   Bless and guide the President, our elected officials, and those in 
positions of leadership in our governing bodies; give wisdom to all in 
authority; and direct this and every nation in the ways of justice and of 
peace; 

All: that we may honor one another, and seek the common good. 

Leader:  Give grace to us, our families and friends, and to all our neighbors,  
All: that we may serve Christ in one another, and love as he loves us. 

Leader:  Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit: 
especially remembering: ________________ (Please  add the names of 
any you wish to be remembered).  

 Give them courage and hope in their troubles; 
All: and bring them the joy of your salvation. 

Leader:   Hear us as we remember those who have died in the faith of Christ, 
especially  __________  (please add names  of those who have died).  

 According to your promises, 
All:  grant us with them a share in your eternal kingdom. 

Leader:  In the Anglican cycle of prayer we pray for Trinity Church in Kingman 
AZ 

All:    O Lord, Bless and keep them. 
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Leader:  In the Diocesan cycle of prayer we pray for The Diocese of Ife East – 
The Church of Nigeria. 

All:    O Lord, Bless and keep them. 

 
Leader:  We acknowledge and pay respect to the first peoples of this land 

especially the Apache  and Pascua Yaqui who call this area of Arizona 
their home. 

All:     O Lord, Bless and keep them. 
 
Leader:  Rejoicing in the fellowship of all your saints,  
All:    We commend ourselves and the whole creation to your unfailing 

love.     Amen. 
 

Confession of Sin  
Leader: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. (The people stand, sit, or kneel.) 
All:  Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed,  by what we have done, and by what we have 
left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We are truly sorry and we humbly 
repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,  have mercy on us and 
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your Name.  Amen.  

 

Absolution 
Presider: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the 
Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.      Amen. 

Exchange of the Peace 
Presider   May the peace of Christ be always with you  

All          And also with you. 

The Ministers and People exchange socially distant signs of peace (peace sign, namaste, virtual 

hug) 

Offertory 

The Presider:  Let us with gladness present the offerings and oblations of our life 
and labor to the Lord.  



 

8 

Holy Communion 
The Great Thanksgiving          Rite II Prayer B BCP p.  372 

 

Presider:    It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 

thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  

 Because of your goodness and the fullness of your love revealed in your 
abundant creation, in the sending of your Son and in the imparting of your Holy 
Spirit, our hearts are moved to thankful praise. 

 Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels 
and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the 
glory of your Name: 

All:   

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
The people stand, sit, or kneel. 
 We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have 
made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your 
Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, 
your Son.  

 For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world.  In him, you have delivered us from 
evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of 
error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.  

 On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and 

Presider The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Presider Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
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said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me." 

 After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he 
gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you:  This is my Blood of the new 
Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

 Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 

 And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of 
all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

 We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts (+) 
that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new  

Covenant.  

 Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through 
him, being sanctified (+) by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things 
in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, 
with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and 
daughters; through  

Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and 
the author of our salvation. 

 By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor 
and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever.  AMEN. 

 

And now as Jesus taught us, we pray: 

Lord's Prayer: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen.  
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The Breaking of the Bread 
Fraction: (In silence the Presider breaks the bread) 

Presider: Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 

People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia! 

Invitation to Communion: 

Presider:   The gifts of God for the people of God. Take them in remembrance 
 that Christ died for you and feed on him in your hearts by faith and  
 with thanksgiving. 
 

(Everyone is invited to come forward and receive communion or a blessing). 

Recognition of a Birthday, Anniversary, Healing, Gratitude 

Post Communion Prayer  The people stand as they are able. 

Presider:  Let us pray: 

Presider and People 

Almighty and ever-living God, we thank you for feeding us with the 
spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior 
Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living 
members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 
And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love 
and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.  To him, to you, and 
to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever.  Amen.  

Blessing 

Presider: Holy God, make us holy as you are holy. Revealing God, allow us to   
see as you see. Sending God, motivate us to move as you move.  Loving 
God, inspire us to love as you love.  And the blessing of God: Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit be upon you and remain with you always.     Amen.  

 

Dismissal 
Presider: People of St. Stephen’s, what does God call us to do? 
People: We are called to love and serve. 
Presider: Let us go forth, rejoicing in God’s Spirit, alleluia, alleluia! 
People: Thanks be to God,!  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
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(c. 327) and Nino continued her missionary activities among Georgians until her death. 

Her tomb is still shown at the Bodbe Monastery in Kakheti, eastern Georgia. St. Nino has be-
come one of the most venerated saints of the Georgian Orthodox Church and her attribute, a 
grapevine cross, is a symbol of Georgian Christianity. 

Early life 

Many sources agree that Nino was born in the small town of Colastri, in the Roman province 
of Cappadocia, although a smaller number of sources disagree with this. On her family and 
origin, the Roman Catholic Church and the Eastern Orthodox Church have different tradi-
tions. 

According to the Eastern Orthodox Church tradition, she was the only child of a famous fami-
ly. Her father was Roman general Zabulon and her mother Sosana (Susan). On her father's 
side, Nino was related to St. George, and on her mother's, to the patriarch of Jerusalem, 
Houbnal I. 

During her childhood, Nino was brought up by the nun Niofora-Sarah of Bethlehem.[2] Nino's 
uncle, who was the patriarch of Jerusalem, oversaw her traditional upbringing. Nino went to 
Rome with the help of her uncle where she decided to preach the Christian gospel in Iberia, 
known to her as the resting place of Christ's tunic. According to the legend, Nino received a 
vision where the Virgin Mary gave her a grapevine cross and said: 

"Go to Iberia and tell there the Good Tidings of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and you will 
find favour before the Lord; and I will be for you a shield against all visible and invisible 
enemies. By the strength of this cross, you will erect in that land the saving banner of faith 
in My beloved Son and Lord." 

Saint Nino entered the Iberian Kingdom in Caucasus from the Kingdom of Armenia, where 
she escaped persecution at the hands of the Armenian King Tiridates III. She had belonged to 
a community of virgins numbering 35,[3] along with martyr Hripsime, under the leadership of 
St. Gayane, who preached Christianity in the Armenian Kingdom. They were all, with the ex-
ception of Nino, tortured and beheaded by Tiridates. All 35 of the virgins were soon canon-
ised by the Armenian Apostolic Church, including Nino (as St. Nune). 

Contrasting with this, the Roman Catholic tradition, as narrated by Rufinus of Aquileia, says 
Nino was brought to Iberia not by her own will, but as a slave, and that her family tree is ob-
scure.[4] 

St Nino in Iberia 

Nino reached the borders of the ancient Georgian Kingdom of Iberia from the south about 
320. There she placed a Christian cross in the small town of Akhalkalaki and started preach-
ing the Christian faith in Urbnisi, finally reaching Mtskheta (the capital of Iberia). The Iberian 
Kingdom had been influenced by the neighbouring Persian Empire which played an important 
role as the regional power in the Caucasus. The Iberian King Mirian III and his nation wor-
shiped the syncretic gods Armazi and Zaden. Soon after the arrival of 
Nino in Mtskheta, Nana, the Queen of Iberia requested an audience with 
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Notice: All church activities may be internet streamed, video recorded, and photographed for church 
uses. Entry on to the church campus or in to any church building constitutes consent to be streamed, 
videotaped, or photographed for church purposes. 

Rector: Allison Cornell 
Off. Phone: 520-458-4432 
Mobile: 562-743-3784 
RevAllison@ststephensaz.org 
Parish Administrator 
Mark Sowards 
Off. Phone 520-458-4432 
Mobile: 408-892-1062 

 
Office Fax: 520-458-8237 

Church Accompanist :  
Doreen Oberg 
Cell: 520/457 8306 
Email: doreenoberg                     
 @hotmail.com 

Vestry Staff 
Senior Warden:  

Tim Holsonback 
Cell: 520-459-1937 

 holsonback@cox.net 

Junior warden: 

Sherry Simon 

Cell: 520-210-2026 

sherrytsimon@gmail.com 

Treasurer:  
Anne Roth 

Cell:303/917-8151 

avd.roth@comcast.net 

Welcome Visitor!!! 
Please leave your name and 
contact info below.  If you’d 
like to speak with someone, 
please check 
here    

Or you can also 
use the QRC 
here to fill this 
out online. 

Anv. Date  _______________ 

BrthDate  ________________ 

     Info Update       Giving Envelopes        Mail News Letter 

Name______________________________________________ 
 (first)  (Mid.)   (Last) 

Hm:____________________ Cell_______________________ 
 
Email:___________________________ 
 
Adrs:______________________________________________ 
 
City, St., Zip: ____________________, ________,_________ 

2750 Cardinal Dr. Sierra Vista, AZ 85635 
https://ststephensaz.org 
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