The Season of

Epiphany

Saint Stephen's welcomes everyone who wishes to follow Christ, worship together,
grow in faith and share God's love through service to others.

FEAST OF TITUS AND TIMOTHY
Wed. 26 January 9:30am, 2022

Saints Timothy and Titus’ Story (from
Franciscan media)

What we know from the New Testament of
Timothy’s life makes it sound like that of a
modern harried bishop. He had the honor of
being a fellow apostle with Paul, both sharing
the privilege of preaching the gospel and suf-
fering for it.

Timothy had a Greek father and a Jewish moth-
er named Eunice. Being the product of a
“mixed” marriage, he was considered illegiti-
mate by the Jews. It was his grandmother, Lois,
who first became Christian. Timothy was a
convert of Paul around the year 47 and later
joined him in his apostolic work. He was with
Paul at the founding of the Church in Corinth.
During the 15 years he worked with Paul, he
became one of his most faithful and trusted
friends. He was sent on difficult missions by
Paul—often in the face of great disturbance in
local churches which Paul had founded.

Timothy was with Paul in Rome during the lat-
ter’s house arrest. At some period Timothy
himself was in prison (Hebrews 13:23). Paul
installed him as his representative at the
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The Word of God

The Greeting
Presider Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen

Presider  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Gloria/Glory to God Hymnal 1982 # S280
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

The Collect of the Day:
Presider The Lord be with you
People And also with you.
Presider Let us pray

All:  Almighty God, who called Timothy and Titus to be evangelists and
teachers, and made them strong to endure hardship: Strengthen us to stand
fast in adversity, and to live godly and righteous lives in this present time,
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that with sure confidence we may look for our blessed hope, the glorious
appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Word of God  (Please be seated)

The New Testament: A reading from 2 Timothy 1:1-8

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, for the sake of the
promise of life that is in Christ Jesus,

To Timothy, my beloved child:

Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.
I am grateful to God-- whom I worship with a clear conscience, as my ancestors
did-- when I remember you constantly in my prayers night and day. Recalling
your tears, | long to see you so that I may be filled with joy. I am reminded of
your sincere faith, a faith that lived first in your grandmother Lois and your
mother Eunice and now, I am sure, lives in you. For this reason I remind you to
rekindle the gift of God that is within you through the laying on of my hands; for
God did not give us a spirit of cowardice, but rather a spirit of power and of love
and of self-discipline.

Do not be ashamed, then, of the testimony about our Lord or of me his

prisoner, but join with me in suffering for the gospel, relying on the power of
God.

Lector: The Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God.

1 Hallelujah! Happy are they who fear the Lord *
and have great delight in his commandments!

2 Their descendants will be mighty in the land; *
the generation of the upright will be blessed.

3 Wealth and riches will be in their house, *
and their righteousness will last for ever.

4 Light shines in the darkness for the upright; *
the righteous are merciful and full of compassion.

5 It is good for them to be generous in lending *
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and to manage their affairs with justice.

6 For they will never be shaken; *
the righteous will be kept in everlasting remembrance.

7 They will not be afraid of any evil rumors; *
their heart is right;
they put their trust in the Lord.

8 Their heart is established and will not shrink, *
until they see their desire upon their enemies.

9 They have given freely to the poor, *
and their righteousness stands fast for ever;
they will hold up their head with honor.

Psalm 112:1-9 (Read aloud in unison)

Gospel Lesson:

Reader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to
John 10:1-10

People: Glory to you, Lord Christ

Jesus said, "Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold
by the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. The one who
enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeeper opens the gate for
him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them
out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep
follow him because they know his voice. They will not follow a stranger, but they
will run from him because they do not know the voice of strangers." Jesus used
this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to
them.

So again Jesus said to them, "Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the
sheep. All who came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen
to them. I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and
go out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came
that they may have life, and have it abundantly."

Reader The Gospel of the Lord
People Praise to you, Lord Christ



Homily

Nicene Creed: Traditional Version (Said aloud by all, in unison)

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth,

of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through
him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of
the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was
made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead,

and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped
and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to
come. Amen.

Prayers of the People

Leader: Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
People: That we all may be one.

Leader: Grant that every member of the Church may truly and
humbly serve you;
People: That your Name may be glorified by all people.
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Leader: We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;
People: That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and

Sacraments.
Leader: We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations
of the world;
People: That there may be justice and peace on the earth.
Leader: Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
People: That our works may find favor in your sight.
Leader: Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;

People: That they may be delivered from their distress.

Leader: Give to the departed eternal rest.
People: Let light perpetual shine upon them.

Leader: We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
People: May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.
Leader: Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.
Silence—The People may add their own petitions.
Leader: We honor and pray for our indigenous neighbors.
People: That we may dwell together in respectful harmony.

Presider:  Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and
earth: Mercifully accept the prayers of your people, and
strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Presider:  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor:
(a short silence)

All: Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly
repent.

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive
us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory
of your Name. Amen.
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Presider: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through
our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of
the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

Exchange of the Peace
Presider May the peace of Christ be always with you

All And also with you.

The Ministers and People exchange socially distant signs of peace (peace sign, namaste, virtual
hug)

Offertory
Presider:  But do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such

sacrifices are pleasing to God.

St. Titus




Holy Communion

The Great Thanksgiving Enriching our Worship I
Presider The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Presider Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Presider: It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all-holy God,
source of life and fountain of mercy. You have filled us and all creation with your
blessing and fed us with your constant love, you have redeemed us in Jesus
Christ and knit us into one body. Through your Spirit you replenish us and call
us to fullness of life.

Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful of
every generation, we lift our voices with all creation as we sing (say):

Celebrant and People
All:

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might (x2),
heaven and earth are full, full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. (x2)
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest (x2).
Presider continues:  Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and
giver of life. You formed us in your own image and called us to dwell in your
infinite love.

You gave the world into our care that we might be your faithful stewards
and show forth your bountiful grace. But we failed to honor your image in one
another and in ourselves; we would not see your goodness in the world around
us, and so we violated your creation, abused one another, and rejected your
love.

Yet you never ceased to care for us, and prepared the way of salvation for
all people. Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you.
You delivered us from slavery, sustained us in the wilderness, and raised up
prophets to renew your promise of salvatSion.



Then, in the fullness of time, you sent your eternal Word, made mortal
flesh in Jesus. Born into the human family, and dwelling among us, he revealed
your glory. Giving himself freely to death on the cross, he triumphed over evil,
opening the way of freedom and life.

On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread,
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and
said: “Take, eat: This is my Body which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given
thanks, he gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of
the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christis risen. Christ will come again.

Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your
creation this bread and this wine. By your Holy Spirit (+) may they be for us the
Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ.

Grant that we who share these gifts may be filled with the Holy Spirit (+)
and live as Christ’s Body in the world.

Bring us into the everlasting heritage of your daughters and sons, that
with all your saints, past, present, and yet to come, we may praise your Name
for ever. Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN.

And now as Jesus taught us, we pray:
Lord's Prayer:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.
Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread



Fraction: (i silence the Presider breaks the bread)
Hymnal 1982 #S154:

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us,

Therefore let us keep the feast,
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia

Invitation to Communion:

Presider: The gifts of God for the people of God. Take them in remembrance
that Christ died for you and feed on him in your hearts by faith and
with thanksgiving.

(Everyone is invited to come forward and receive communion or a blessing).

Recognition of a Birthday, Anniversary, Healing, Gratitude
Post Communion Prayer The people stand as they are able.

Presider: Let us pray:
Presider and People

Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and
nourishing us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and
Blood. Now send us forth a people, forgiven, healed, renewed; that we may
proclaim your love to the world and continue in the risen life of Christ our
Savior. Amen.

The Blessing
The Presider says
The Holy eternal Majesty, The Holy incarnate Word,
The Holy abiding Spirit, Bless you now and for evermore. Amen.

Dismissal

Presider: People of St. Stephen’s, what does God call us to do?
People: We are called to love and serve

Presider:  Let us go forth in the spirit of the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia!
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia, (Alleluia
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Continued from Pg.1

Church of Ephesus.

Timothy was comparatively young for the work he was doing. Several references seem to in-
dicate that he was timid. And one of Paul’s most frequently quoted lines was addressed to
him: “Stop drinking only water, but have a little wine for the sake of your stomach and your
frequent illnesses” (1 Timothy 5:23).

Titus has the distinction of being a close friend and disciple of Paul as well as a fellow mis-
sionary. He was Greek, apparently from Antioch. Even though Titus was a Gentile, Paul
would not let him be forced to undergo circumcision at Jerusalem. Titus is seen as a peace-
maker, administrator, great friend. Paul’s second letter to Corinth affords an insight into the
depth of his friendship with Titus, and the great fellowship they had in preaching the gospel.

When Paul was having trouble with the community at Corinth, Titus was the bearer of Paul’s
severe letter and was successful in smoothing things out. Paul writes he was strengthened not
only by the arrival of Titus but also “by the encouragement with which he was encouraged in
regard to you, as he told us of your yearning, your lament, your zeal for me, so that I rejoiced
even more.... And his heart goes out to you all the more, as he remembers the obedience of all
of you, when you received him with fear and trembling” (2 Corinthians 7:7a, 15).

The “Letter to Titus” addresses him as the administrator of the Christian community on the
island of Crete, charged with organizing it, correcting abuses, and appointing presbyter-
bishops.

Reflection

In Titus we get another glimpse of life in the early Church: great zeal in the apostolate, great
communion in Christ, great friendship. Yet always there is the problem of human nature and
the unglamorous details of daily life: the need for charity and patience in “quarrels with oth-
ers, fears within myself,” as Paul says. Through it all, the love of Christ sustained them. At the
end of the Letter to Titus, Paul says that when the temporary substitute comes, “hurry to me.”

Saints Timothy and Titus are the Patron Saints of:

Relief from Stomach Disorders
St. Timothy from Wikipedia online
St. Titus from Wikipedia

-
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Timothy
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Notice: All church activities may be internet streamed, video recorded, and photographed for church
uses. Entry on to the church campus or in to any church building constitutes consent to be streamed,
videotaped, or photographed for church purposes.
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