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Saint Stephen's welcomes everyone who wishes to follow Christ, worship together, 
grow in faith and share God's love through service to others. 

The Feast of Zita of Tuscany 

    

  Welcome and Announcements:     Rev. Allison Cornell 

Wed. 27 April 9:30am, 2022 

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia  
Zita (c. 1212 – 27 April 1272; also known as 
Sitha or Citha) is an Italian saint, the patron 
saint of maids and domestic servants. She is 
often appealed to in order to help find lost keys. 

She is often confused with St. Osyth or Ositha 
an important English Saint with a town named 
after her. 

Zita entered domestic service at the age of 
twelve, and served the same family for almost 
fifty years. Through her diligence and fidelity, 
she became a trusted and valued servant. She 
spent her days in doing ordinary things extraor-
dinarily well.[2] Zita was known for her kind-
ness and generosity to the poor. 

Life 
Zita was born in Tuscany in a village not far 
from Lucca, to Giovanni and Buonissima Lom-
bardo. Her maternal uncle, Graziano, was a 
hermit who dwelt on a neighboring mountain 
where he had built a church and a shelter for 
travelers.[3] Her elder sister became a Cistercian 
nun. 

At the age of 12, she 
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The Word of God          
The Greeting 

Presider    Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 

People The Lord is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

 

Gloria in Excelsis  S278  Hymnal 1982 # S278 
Glory to God in the highest, 
    and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
    we worship you, we give you thanks, 
    we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
    have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
    receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
    Jesus Christ, 
    with the Holy Spirit, 
    in the glory of God the Father. Amen.  

 

The Collect of the Day:        

Presider The Lord be with you.  

People And also with you. 

Presider  Let us pray 

All:     Merciful God, who has given to us all things necessary for life and 
godliness; Grant that we, like your servant Zita, may be faithful in the 
exercise of our duties and that, whatever you give us to do, we may do it 
heartily to you for the honor and glory of your Name; through him who has 
called us to virtue, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord.  Amen.  

 



 

3 

The Word of God      (Please be seated) 

The First Lesson:   A reading from Exodus 1:15–21 

  The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, one of whom was named 
Shiphrah and the other Puah, “When you act as midwives to the Hebrew women, 
and see them on the birthstool, if it is a boy, kill him; but if it is a girl, she shall 
live.” But the midwives feared God; they did not do as the king of Egypt 
commanded them, but they let the boys live. So the king of Egypt summoned the 
midwives and said to them, “Why have you done this, and allowed the boys to 
live?” The midwives said to Pharaoh, “Because the Hebrew women are not like 
the Egyptian women; for they are vigorous and give birth before the midwife 
comes to them.” So God dealt well with the midwives; and the people multiplied 
and became very strong. And because the midwives feared God, he gave them 
families. 
 
 

Lector:   The Word of the Lord  
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

 
Psalm  16     (Read aloud in unison) 
 Conserva me, Domine 

1 Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; *      
 I have said to the Lord, "You are my Lord, 

    my good above all other." 

2 All my delight is upon the godly that are in the land, *   
 upon those who are noble among the people. 

3 But those who run after other gods *      
 shall have their troubles multiplied. 

4 Their libations of blood I will not offer, *     
 nor take the names of their gods upon my lips. 

5 O Lord, you are my portion and my cup; *      
 it is you who uphold my lot. 

6 My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; *     
 indeed, I have a goodly heritage. 
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Gospel Lesson:   
Reader:   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to   
       Mark 12:41-44 
People:   Glory to you, Lord Christ 

 Jesus sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd putting money 
into the treasury. Many rich people put in large sums. A poor widow came and put 
in two small copper coins, which are worth a penny. Then he called his disciples 
and said to them, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all those 
who are contributing to the treasury. For all of them have contributed out of their 
abundance; but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to 
live on.”  
   
Reader    The Gospel of the Lord 
People   Praise to you, Lord Christ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Homily   
 

  

7 I will bless the Lord who gives me counsel; *      
 my heart teaches me, night after night. 

8 I have set the Lord always before me; *       
 because he is at my right hand I shall not fall. 

9 My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; *     
 my body also shall rest in hope. 

10 For you will not abandon me to the grave, *      
 nor let your holy one see the Pit. 

11 You will show me the path of life; *        
 in your presence there is fullness of joy,      
 and in your right hand are pleasures for evermore. 
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Nicene Creed:   Traditional Version (Said aloud by all, in unison)    
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father,  God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through 
him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:  by the power of 
the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was 
made man.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped 
and glorified.  He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 
come. Amen. 

 

 

 

Prayers of the People  

Leader:  We pray to Jesus who is present with us to eternity.   Jesus, light of 
the world, bring the light and peace of your gospel to the nations of the 
world Jesus, Lord of life, 

People:  in your mercy, hear us. 

 Jesus, bread of life, give food to the hungry and nourish us all with your 
word.  Jesus, Lord of life, 

 in your mercy, hear us. 



 

6 

 Jesus, our way, our truth, our life, be with us and all who follow you in 
the way.  Deepen our appreciation of your truth and fill us with your life.  
Jesus, Lord of life, 

 in your mercy, hear us. 

 Jesus, Good Shepherd who gave your life for the sheep, recover the 
straggler, bind up the injured, strengthen the sick and lead the healthy and 
strong to new pastures. Jesus, Lord of life, 

 in your mercy, hear us. 

 Jesus, the resurrection and the life, we give you thanks for all who have 
lived and believed in you and who have passed from this life into the life 
eternal.  May we also enter your gates of glory at our appointed time. 
Jesus, Lord of life, 

 In your mercy, hear us, accept our prayers, and be with us always.  
 Amen. 

 
 
Exchange of the Peace 
Presider   May the peace of Christ be always with you  

All          And also with you. 

The Ministers and People exchange socially distant signs of peace (peace sign, namaste, 

virtual hug) 

Offertory 
Presider: But do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such 

sacrifices are pleasing to God.  
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Holy Communion 
The Great Thanksgiving              Enriching our Worship I

 
Presider 
  It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 
thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  
  But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your 
Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed 
for us, and has taken away the sin of the world. By his death he has 
destroyed death, and by his rising to life again he has won for us everlasting life.  
  Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels 
and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the 
glory of your Name:  
 
 Sanctus                                                     The Hymnal 1982, Service Music #S129 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might  
heaven and earth are full of your glory 

    Hosanna in the highest  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

    Hosanna in the highest   
 

Then the Presider continues 
 Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, 
and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death you, in 
your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our 
human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the  God and 
Father of all.  He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in 
obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.  

Presider The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Presider Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
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 On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus 
Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it 
to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me."  
 After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he 
gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new 
Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

 We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice 
of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we 
offer you these gifts.   
 Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit (+) to be for your people the Body and 
Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him.  
 Sanctify us also (+) that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, 
and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with 
all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
 All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and 
in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty 
Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
 
Presider:  As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
 

All:       Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 
 



 

9 

The Breaking of the Bread 
Fraction Anthem  S155 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia 
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us,  

Therefore let us keep the feast,  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia 

 
Invitation to Communion: 
Presider:   The gifts of God for the people of God. 

(All are invited and welcome to come forward and receive communion in this 

church.) 

 
Recognition of a Birthday, Anniversary, Healing, Gratitude 
Post Communion Prayer  The people stand as they are able. 

Presider:  Let us pray: 

Presider and People 

Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and 
nourishing us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and 
Blood.  Now send us forth a people, forgiven, healed, renewed; that we may 
proclaim your love to the world and continue in the risen life of Christ our 
Savior.  Amen.  
 
Benediction: 
Presider:   The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus 

Christ, the great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the  
 everlasting covenant, make you perfect in every good work to do  
 his will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight;  
 and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,  
 be among you and remain with you always.    Amen. 
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Dismissal 

Presider:   People of St. Stephen’s, what does God call us to do?   

People:     We are called to love and serve. 

Presider:   Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in God’s Spirit.  Alleluia! 
Alleluia! 

People:       Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, Alleluia, (Alleluia!) 
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became a servant in the household of the Fatinellis, a well-to-do family of silk merchants. Si-
gnora Fatinelli allowed Zita to attend school for a year and then put her to be trained under an 
older maid. Seeing how fond everyone was of Zita, the older maid did everything in her pow-
er to discredit her as negligent and lazy. Zita never attempted to defend herself. The other 
servants interpreted her piety as posturing. 

By her meek and humble self-restraint, she at last succeeded in overcoming the malice of her 
fellow-servants. She gave one-third of her wages to her parents, kept a third, and gave the rest 
to the poor. The mistress of the house placed Zita in charge of the household almsgiving, and 
allowed her to visit the sick poor in their own homes and tend to their needs. A small room 
isolated from the rest of the house was put at Zita's disposal. She would venture out in the 
evenings and invite some poor homeless woman to supper. The room had a bed, and was of-
fered as safe shelter for the night.[3] 

She always rose several hours before the rest of the family and took care to hear Mass every 
morning before she began work. She attended to her tasks with diligence and fidelity, and 
studied when possible to anticipate what needed to be done. It was Signora Fatinelli dying 
wish that Zita be placed in charge of the household. Zita continued to serve the Fatinellis after 
the death in 1260 of Guglielmo Fatinelli when his son Pagano became the head of the family.
[3] 

Legends 
A story sometimes depicted in art concerns Zita carrying bread in her cloak to bring to the 
poor. Jealous servants reported this to the master, who confronted Zita. Upon opening the 
cloak, however, it was found to be full of flowers. A similar tale is told of Elizabeth of Hun-
gary. 

One anecdote relates a story of Zita giving away her own food during a famine, and then that 
of her master. When he remonstrated with her for depleting the family's own resources, they 
found the pantry fully stocked.[4] 

There are various versions of the miracle of the loaves. On one morning, Zita left her chore of 
baking bread either to tend to someone in need, or was deep in prayer in her room. She re-
turned to find in the kneading-trough the loaves all ready set and prepared, or already baked. 
Since neither the servants nor the mistress knew who had prepared the bread, it was common-
ly attributed to angels.[4][5] 

On another occasion, Zita was returning from distributing alms when she encountered a beg-
gar. Having nothing left to give him, she accompanied him to the village well to draw him a 
cool drink. She let a copper jug down into the well, and in the act of holding it out to him, 
made the sign of the cross over the water, praying that this drink might be blessed to the poor 
wayfarer. As he made to drink, he found that the water had turned into wine. 

Death and canonization 

Zita died peacefully in the Fatinelli house on April 27, 1272. It is said that a star appeared 
above the attic where she slept at the moment of her death. She was 60 years old,[7] and had 
served and edified the family for 48 years. By the time of her death, she had become practical-
ly venerated by the family. After 150 miracles had been attributed to 
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Notice: All church activities may be internet streamed, video recorded, and photographed for church 
uses. Entry on to the church campus or in to any church building constitutes consent to be streamed, 
videotaped, or photographed for church purposes. 

Welcome Visitor!!! 
Please leave your name and 
contact info below.  If you’d 
like to speak with someone, 
please check 
here    

Or you can also 
use the QRC 
here to fill this 
out online. 

Anv. Date  _______________ 

BrthDate  ________________ 

     Info Update       Giving Envelopes        Mail News Letter 

Name______________________________________________ 
 (first)  (Mid.)   (Last) 

Hm:____________________ Cell_______________________ 
 
Email:___________________________ 
 
Adrs:______________________________________________ 
 
City, St., Zip: ____________________, ________,_________ 

2750 Cardinal Dr. Sierra Vista, AZ 85635 
https://ststephensaz.org 

520-458-4432 

ST.  STEPHEN ’S  

EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

Rector: Allison Cornell 

Off. Phone: 520-458-4432 

Mobile: 562-743-3784 
RevAllison@ststephensaz.org 
Parish Administrator 

Mark Sowards 

Off. Phone 520-458-4432 

Mobile: 408-892-1062 
 

Office Fax: 520-458-8237 

Church Accompanist :  

Doreen Oberg 

doreenoberg                     
 @hotmail.com 

Vestry Staff 
Senior Warden:  
Jeff Speer 

jeffrey5454speer@gmail  

Cell:(520) 678-5688  
Please leave voicemail message  

Junior warden: 

Pete Criscuolo 

petesacct2014@gmail.com  

Cell: 520-234-7687  

Treasurer:  
Anne Roth 

Cell:303/917-8151 

avd.roth@comcast.net 
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