St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church
HOLY CROSS DAY

v b "‘Jb'

Saint Stephen's welcomes everyone who wishes to follow Christ, worship together,
grow in faith and share God's love through service to others.

Wednesday, 14 Sep 2022 9:30am
Welcome and Announcements Deacon Dorothy Gutwein
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Opening Sentences BCPp. 78

Leader: Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty, who was, and is, and is to
come.

Confession of Sin BCPp. 79
Leader: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
(Short Silence may be kept.)
All: Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left
undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and Forgive
us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of
your Name. Amen.

Leader: Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of
the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.

The Invitatory and Psalter BCP p. 80-82
Leader: Lord, open our lips.
People: And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

All:  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
Leader chooses either the Venite or the Jubilate BCP p. 82-83
Venite
Come, let us sing to the Lord; *
let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving *
and raise a loud shout to him with psalms.
For the Lord is a great God, *
and a great King above all gods.
In his hand are the caverns of the earth, *
and the heights of the hills are his also.
The sea is his, for he made it, *
and his hands have molded the dry land.
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Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, *
and kneel before the Lord our Maker.

For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture
and the sheep of his hand. *
Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice!

OR
Jubilate
Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; *
serve the Lord with gladness and come before his presence with a song.
Know this: The Lord himself is God; *
he himself has made us, and we are his; we are his people
and the sheep of his pasture.
Enter his gates with thanksgiving; go into his courts with praise; *
give thanks to him and call upon his Name.
For the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting; *
and his faithfulness endures from age to age.

The Lessons

Psalm 98:1-4
1 Sing to the Lord a new song, *
for he has done marvelous things.

2 With his right hand and his holy arm *
has he won for himself the victory.

3 The Lord has made known his victory; *
his righteousness has he openly shown in the sight of the nations.

4 He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel, *
and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.

First Lesson A Reading from Isaiah 45:21-25

Declare and present your case;

let them take counsel together!
Who told this long ago?

Who declared it of old?
Was it not I, the Lord?

There is no other god besides me,,



a righteous God and a Saviour;
there is no one besides me.
Turn to me and be saved,
all the ends of the earth!
For I am God, and there is no other.

By myself I have sworn,
from my mouth has gone forth in righteousness
a word that shall not return:

“To me every knee shall bow,
every tongue shall swear.”

Only in the Lord, it shall be said of me,
are righteousness and strength;

all who were incensed against him
shall come to him and be ashamed.
In the Lord all the offspring of Israel
shall triumph and glory.

Reader: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the people
People: Thanks be to God

Second Lesson A Reading from the Book of Galatians 6:14-18

May I never boast of anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ,
by which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. For neither
circumcision nor uncircumcision is anything; but a new creation is everything!
As for those who will follow this rule-- peace be upon them, and mercy, and
upon the Israel of God.

From now on, let no one make trouble for me; for I carry the marks of
Jesus branded on my body.

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brothers and
sisters. Amen.

Reader: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the people
People: Thanks be to God



Gospel Lesson:
Deacon : The holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to

John (12:31-36a)

People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. (No need to stand)

Jesus said, “Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this
world will be driven out. And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw
all people to myself.” He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die.
The crowd answered him, “We have heard from the law that the Messiah
remains forever. How can you say that the Son of Man must be lifted up? Who
is this Son of Man?” Jesus said to them, “The light is with you for a little
longer. Walk while you have the light, so that the darkness may not overtake
you. If you walk in the darkness, you do not know where you are going. While
you have the light, believe in the light, so that you may become children of
light.”

Reader: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the people
People: Thanks be to God

Reflection on readings / homily (optional)

The Apostles Creed BCP p. 96

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth;

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived
by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended
to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge
the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting. Amen.



The Prayers BCP p. 97
Leader The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Leader Let us pray.

Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ was lifted high upon the cross
that he might draw the whole world to himself: Mercifully grant that we, who
glory in the mystery of our redemption, may have grace to take up our cross and
follow him; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory
everlasting. Amen.

The Sufferages (A) BCPp. 121-122

Show us your mercy, O Lord;

And grant us your salvation.

Clothe your ministers with righteousness;
Let your people sing with joy.

Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;

For only in you can we live in safety.
Lord, keep this nation under your care;
And guide us in the way of justice and truth.
Let your way be known upon earth;

Your saving health among all nations.
Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;
Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.
Create in us clean hearts, O God;

. And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.

The Collects BCP p. 228, 98-100
The Collect of the Day

O God, because without you we are not able to please you, mercifully grant
that your Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Collect for the Renewal of Life

O God, the King eternal, whose light divides the day from the night and turns the
shadow of death into the morning: Drive far from us all wrong desires, incline
our hearts to keep your law, and guide our feet into the way of peace; that, having
done your will with cheerfulness during the day, we may, when night comes,
rejoice to give you thanks; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Collect for Guidance

Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our being: We humbly pray
you so to guide and govern us by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and
occupations of our life we may not forget you, but may remember that we are
ever walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Other Intercessions and Thanksgivings
Birthdays, Anniversaries, Healing, Travel, Gratitude

(The Leader invites the people to offer their prayers silently or aloud)
(Leader concludes the service with ONE or the other of the following:)

Prayer of General Thanksgiving BCP p. 101

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give
you humble thanks for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to
all whom you have made.

We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of
this life; but above all for your immeasurable love in the redemption of the
world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of
glory.

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with
truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, not only with our lips,
but in our lives, by giving up our selves to your service, and by walking
before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

OR

Prayer of St. Chrysostom

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord
to make our common supplication to you; and you have promised through
your well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his
Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and
petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your
truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. = Amen.



Dismissal
Leader: People of St. Stephen’s, what does God call us to do?

People: We are called to love and serve.
Deacon:  Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in God’s Spirit.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia, (Alleluia!)

Notice: All church activities may be internet streamed, video recorded, and photographed for church
uses. Entry on to the church campus or in to any church building constitutes consent to be streamed,

videotaped, or photographed for church purposes.
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