Saint Stephen's welcomes everyone who wishes to follow Christ, worship
together, grow in faith and share God's love through service to others.

St. Stephen’s Episcopal Chureh
THE FEAST ELIZABETH ANN SETON

Elizabeth Ann Bayley Seton SC (August 28,
1774 — January 4, 1821) was a Catholic reli-
gious sister in the United States and an educa-
tor, known as a founder of the country's paro-
chial school system. After her death, she be-
came the first person born in what would be-
come the United States to be canonized b[)_/ the
Catholic Church (September 14, 1975) 1213
She also established the first Catholic girls'
school in the nation in Emmitsburg, Maryland,
where she likewise founded the first American
congregation of religious sisters, the Sisters of

Charity.
Biography

Early life

Elizabeth Ann Bayley was born on August 28,
1774, the second child of a socially prominent
couple, a surgeon, Richard Bayley and Cathe-
rine Charlton of New York City.™* The Bayley
and Charlton families were among the earliest
European settlers in the
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The Greeting

Presider ~ Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
Presider  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Gloria: Hymnal 1982 #96 Angels we have heard on high

The Collect of the Day
Presider The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.

Presider  Let us pray.

All: Give us grace, O God, to love you in all things and above all
things; that, following the example of your servant Elizabeth Ann Seton,
we might express our love for you in the service of others. Through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.



The Lessons from Scripture (please be seated for the lessons)
First Reading from the book of 2 Esdras 2:15-24

"Mother, embrace your children; bring them up with gladness, as does a dove;
strengthen their feet, because I have chosen you, says the Lord. And I will raise
up the dead from their places, and bring them out from their tombs, because |
recognize my name in them. Do not fear, mother of children, for I have chosen
you, says the Lord. I will send you help, my servants Isaiah and Jeremiah.
According to their counsel I have consecrated and prepared for you twelve
trees loaded with various fruits, and the same number of springs flowing with
milk and honey, and seven mighty mountains on which roses and lilies grow;
by these I will fill your children with joy.

"Guard the rights of the widow, secure justice for the ward, give to the
needy, defend the orphan, clothe the naked, care for the injured and the weak,
do not ridicule the lame, protect the maimed, and let the blind have a vision of
my splendour. Protect the old and the young within your walls. When you find
any who are dead, commit them to the grave and mark it, and I will give you
the first place in my resurrection. Pause and be quiet, my people, because your
rest will come."

Reader: The word of the Lord. People: Thanks be to God.



Psalm 119:105-112
105 Your word is a lantern to my feet *
and a light upon my path.
106 I have sworn and am determined *
to keep your righteous judgments.
107 I am deeply troubled; *
preserve my life, O LORD, according to your word.
108 Accept, O LORD, the willing tribute of my lips, *
and teach me your judgments.
109 My life is always in my hand, *
yet I do not forget your law.
110 The wicked have set a trap for me, *
but I have not strayed from your commandments.
111 Your decrees are my inheritance for ever; *
truly, they are the joy of my heart.

112 T have applied my heart to fulfill your statutes *
for ever and to the end.

Gospel Reading Luke (14:15-23)
Reader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ

One of the dinner guests said to Jesus, “Blessed is anyone who will eat
bread in the kingdom of God!” Then Jesus said to him, “Someone gave a great
dinner and invited many. At the time for the dinner he sent his slave to say to
those who had been invited, ‘Come; for everything is ready now.’ But they all
alike began to make excuses. The first said to him, ‘I have bought a piece of
land, and I must go out and see it; please accept my regrets.” Another said, ‘I
have bought five yoke of oxen, and I am going to try them out; please accept my
regrets.” Another said, ‘I have just been married, and therefore I cannot come.’
So the slave returned and reported this to his master. Then the owner of the
house became angry and said to his slave, ‘Go out at once into the streets and
lanes of the town and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind, and the lame.’
And the slave said, ‘Sir, what you ordered has been done, and there is still
room.” Then the master said to the slave, ‘Go out into the roads and lanes, and
compel people to come in, so that my house may be filled."

Reader: The Gospel of the Lord People: Praise to you, Lord Christ
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Sermon

The Nicene Creed All say together

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven
and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him
all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the
power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and
was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death
and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and
his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is
worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for
the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People
Leader: Let us pray to God, who came among us in the birth of Jesus:
Gracious God, as a star rose, and drew people from great distances

to Bethlehem that they might greet the Christ-child; Draw us, your
Church, and all of your people, to you — that we might be the Church
and the People who you call us to be. Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer.

Leader: As you gave Mary your Holy Spirit, filling her with the delight of your
Presence; Fill us with your Spirit, and renew our lives. Lord, in your
mercy, 5



Hear our prayer.

Leader: As Gentiles streamed to Jesus’Light, and Kings to the brightness of his
rising, Draw our nation, our President, and all in authority, to Your
brightness. Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Leader: As angels sang ‘glorias’to you and proclaimed peace on earth, and
goodwill among all peoples, Bring us your peace, and bring an end to and
terror, conflict, and strife. Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Leader: As shepherds were drawn away from their flocks by night;, Draw those
who do not know you yet to the knowledge and love of you. Lord, in your
mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Leader: As Jesus was born in a manger, because there was no room for them in
the inn, Be especially present with those who have no where to lay their
head, those who are vulnerable, and those who are hungry. Lord, in your
mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Leader: As the Holy Family gathered together in Bethlehem, and traveled
together to far off lands, Bless all families, especially the families of our
parish, and protect those who travel. Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Leader: As your son came to proclaim the forgiveness of sins, and the gift of Life
Eternal; Give to the departed eternal rest and let Light perpetual shine on
them. Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Leader: Let us pray for our own needs and those of others,
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Presider: O Lord our God, may the Light and Hope of this night and this
Christmas season, and of your Son’s Incarnation, reassure our hearts that
you are among us, that you hear our prayers, and that you will be with us
always, even to the end of the age. In the name of Jesus, the Wonderful
Counselor, Mighty God, and Prince of Peace, we pray. Amen.
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Exchange of the Peace

Presider May the peace of Christ be always with you
All And also with you.

(The Ministers and People exchange socially distant signs of peace (peace sign, namaste,
virtual hug)

Offertory
Presider:  Through Christ let us continually offer to God the sacrifice of
praise, that is, the fruit of lips that acknowledge his Name.

Doxology #380 vs 3 (Peoples’ offerings are brought to the altar)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise him all creatures here below
Praise him, above, ye heavenly host
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

The Holy Communion

The Great Thanksgiving Rite IT Prayer B BCP p. 367
Presider The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Presider Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Presider

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give
thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son to be born for us,
who, by the mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of
the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother, so that we might be delivered
from the bondage of sin and receive power to become your children.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels
7



and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this
hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Sanctus: #5124

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
The people stand, sit, or kneel.

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you
have made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your
people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the
Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son.

For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin
Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have
delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him,
you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness,
out of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread;
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, and said,:

"Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the

remembrance of me."

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he
gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you:

“This 1s my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for
many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me."

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all;
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts (+)
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that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new
Covenant.

Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through
him, being sanctified (+) by the Holy Spirit.

In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and
bring us to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the
everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our
salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor
and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. AMEN.
And now as our savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:
Lord's Prayer:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

Fraction: (i silence the Presider breaks the bread)
All Sing Gather Hymnal 813 Refrain only:
One bread, one body, one Lord of all.
One cup of blessing which we bless.
And we, though many, through out the earth,
we are one body in this one Lord.

Invitation to Communion:
Presider: The gifts of God for the people of God.

(In this church, everyone is welcome to receive the bread and wine of Holy Communion. Gluten free
bread and real wine are used. Please extend your hand to receive the bread and hold it until offered
the cup/chalice to intinct it/dip it into the wine. If you prefer not to have the wine, you may
consume the bread when you receive it. If prefer, you can cross your arms over your chest to receive a
blessing instead of the bread and wine).



Birthday, Anniversary, Healing, Travel and Gratitude acknowledgement

Post Communion Prayer The people stand as they are able.

Presider: Let us pray: Presider and People

Lord Jesus Christ, by your incarnation you united things earthly and
things heavenly. Fill us with the sweetness of inward peace and
goodwill, that we may join the heavenly host in singing praises to your
glory; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.

The Blessing

The Presider says

May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, the obedience of Joseph, the joy of the
angels, the eagerness of the shepherds, the determination of the magi, and the peace
of the Christ child. And may Almighty God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit bless you
now and forever. Amen.

Dismissal

Deacon: People of St. Stephen’s, what does God call us to do?

People: We are called to love and serve.

Deacon: Let us go forth in the peace and spirit of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia!
People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia, (Alleluia!)
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Continued... New York area. Her father's parents were of French Huguenot and English de-
scent and lived in New Rochelle, New York. As Chief Health Officer for the Port of New York,
Bayley attended to immigrants disembarking from ships onto Staten Island and cared for New
Yorkers when yellow fever swept through the city (for example, killing 700 in four months).>!
Bayley later served as the first professor of anatomy at Columbia College.'! Elizabeth's mother
was the daughter of a Church of England priest who was rector of St. Andrew's Church on Stat-
en Island for 30 years. Elizabeth was raised in what would eventually become (in the years after
the American Revolution) the Episcopal Church.

Her mother, Catherine, died in 1777 when Elizabeth was three years old, possibly due to compli-
cations from the birth of her namesake Catherine, who died early the following year. Elizabeth's
father then married Charlotte Amelia Barclay, a member of the Jacobus James Roosevelt family,
Elto provide a mother for his two surviving daughters. The new Mrs. Bayley participated in her
church's social ministry and often took young Elizabeth with her on charitable rounds. They vis-
ited the poor in their homes to distribute food and needed items.

The couple had five children, but the marriage ended in separation. During the breakup, their
stepmother rejected Elizabeth and her older sister. Their father then traveled to London for fur-
ther medical studies, so the sisters lived temporarily in New Rochelle with their paternal uncle,
William Bayley, and his wife, Sarah Pell Bayley. Elizabeth endured a time of darkness, grieving
the absence of a second mother, as she later reflected in her journals. In these journals, Elizabeth
showed her love for nature, poetry, and music, especially the piano. Other entries expressed her
religious aspirations and favorite passages from her reading, showing her introspection and natu-
ral bent toward contemplation. Elizabeth was fluent in French, a fine musician, and an accom-
plished horsewoman.”!

Marriage and motherhood

On January 25, 1794, at age 19, Elizabeth married William Magee Seton, aged 25, a wealthy
businessman in the im}%ort trade. Samuel Provoost, the first Episcopal bishop of New York, pre-
sided at their wedding.2! Her husband's father, William Seton (1746-1798), belonged to an im-
poverished noble Scottish family, emigrated to New York in 1758, and became superintendent
and part-owner of the iron-works of Ringwood, New Jersey. A loyalist, the senior William Seton
was the last royal public notary for the city and province of New York. He brought his sons Wil-
liam (Elizabeth's husband) and James into the import-export mercantile firm, the William Seton
Company, which became Seton, Maitland, and Company in 1793. The younger William had vis-
ited important counting houses in Europe in 1788, was a friend of Filippo Filicchi (a renowned
merchant in Leghorn, Italy, with whom his firm traded), and brought the first Stradivarius violin
to America.>!

Shortly after they married, Elizabeth and William moved into a fashionable residence on Wall
Street. Socially prominent in New York society, the Setons belonged to Trinity Episcopal
Church, near Broadway and Wall Streets. A devout communicant, Elizabeth took John Henry
Hobart (later a bishop) as her spiritual director. Along with her sister-in-law Rebecca Mary Se-
ton (1780—-1804) (her soul-friend and dearest confidante), Elizabeth continued her former step-
mother's social ministry—nursing the sick and dying among family, friends, and needy neigh-
bors. Influenced by her father, she became a charter member of The Society for the Relief of
Poor Widows with Small Children (1797) and served as its treasurer.”!

Cont. online Wikipedia
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Notice: All church activities may be internet streamed, video recorded, and photographed for
church uses. Entry on to the church campus or in to any church building constitutes consent to be
streamed, videotaped, or photographed for church purposes.
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