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St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church 

Morning Prayer 
Sunday OCTOBER 1 2023 10 AM 

Saint Stephen's welcomes everyone who wishes to follow Christ, worship 
together, grow in faith and share God's love through service to others. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prelude:   
 

Welcome and Announcements     
  

Opening  Hymn/Song  H1982 #686 Come Thou Font of Every Blessing  
 

Opening Sentences (Please stand as you are able)      

Leader:  Send out your light and your truth, that they may lead me, 
  and bring me to your holy hill and to your dwelling. 
  (Psalm 43:3)  
 
Confession of Sin       

Deacon/Leader: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

(Short Silence may be kept.) 
All:  Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in 
 thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have 
 left undone.  
  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not  loved 
 our neighbors as ourselves.  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
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  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and 
 forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 
 to the glory of your Name.  Amen. 
 

Deacon/Leader:  Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins  
   through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all   
   goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in  
   eternal life.  Amen.  
 
The Invitatory and Psalter      

Leader:  Lord, open our lips. 

People:  And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

All:  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
  as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen.  
 
Jubilate (For the Gloria): 

Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; * 
     serve the Lord with gladness  
 and come before his presence with a song.  
Know this: The Lord himself is God; * 
     he himself has made us, and we are his;  
 we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 
Enter his gates with thanksgiving;  
 go into his courts with praise; * 
     give thanks to him and call upon his Name. 
For the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting; * 
     and his faithfulness endures from age to age. 
 

The Lessons (Please be seated) 
 
First Lesson:  A Reading from the Book of Exodus (17:1-7) 
 From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites 
journeyed by stages, as the Lord commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there 
was no water for the people to drink. The people quarreled with Moses, and said, 
“Give us water to drink.”  
 Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test 
the Lord?” But the people thirsted there for water; and the people complained 
against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our 
children and livestock with thirst?”  
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 So Moses cried out to the Lord, “What shall I do with this people? They are 
almost ready to stone me.” The Lord said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people, and 
take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which you 
struck the Nile, and go. I will be standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. 
Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people may drink.”  
 Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. He called the place Massah 
and Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled and tested the Lord, saying, “Is 
the Lord among us or not?” 
 
Reader:  The Word of the Lord  People:  Thanks be to God 
. 
 
Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16 

1 Hear my teaching, O my people; * 
 incline your ears to the words of my mouth. 
2 I will open my mouth in a parable; * 
 I will declare the mysteries of ancient times. 
3 That which we have heard and known, 
 and what our forefathers have told us, * 
 we will not hide from their children. 
4 We will recount to generations to come 
 the praiseworthy deeds and the power of the Lord, * 
 and the wonderful works he has done. 
12 He worked marvels in the sight of their forefathers, * 
 in the land of Egypt, in the field of Zoan. 
13 He split open the sea and let them pass through; * 
 he made the waters stand up like walls. 
14 He led them with a cloud by day, * 
 and all the night through with a glow of fire. 
15 He split the hard rocks in the wilderness * 
 and gave them drink as from the great deep. 
16 He brought streams out of the cliff, * 
 and the waters gushed out like rivers. 

 
Second Lesson:  A Reading from the letter to the Philippians (2:1-13): 
 If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, 
any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: 
be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 
Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as 
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better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the 
interests of others. Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 

 ‘who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard 
equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied 
himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human 
likeness.   
 And being found in human form, he humbled himself 
and became obedient to the point of death-- even death on a 
cross.  Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the 
name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father.’ 

Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my 
presence, but much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with 
fear and trembling; for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will 
and to work for his good pleasure. 
 
Reader:  The Word of the Lord    People:  Thanks be to God 

 

Gospel Lesson:   
Deacon/Reader:  The holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ  according to Matthew      
   (21:23-32) 
People:  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people 
came to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these 
things, and who gave you this authority?”  
 Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the 
answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. Did the baptism 
of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one 
another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not 
believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd; for all 
regard John as a prophet.” So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said 
to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 
 “What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, 
go and work in the vineyard today.’ He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed 
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his mind and went. The father went to the second and said the same; and he 
answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go.  
 Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus 
said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into 
the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to you in the way of 
righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the 
prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your 
minds and believe him. 
 
Deacon/Reader:  The Gospel of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God   
 

Reflection on readings / homily (optional) 

 

The Apostles Creed: 
Deacon/Leader:  Let us say together the Apostles’ Creed:   
  
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth; 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by 
the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  He suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended to the 
dead.  On the third day he rose again.   
 He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  and the life 
everlasting.  Amen.  
 

The Prayers         
Leader The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Leader Let us pray. 
  Grant us, O Lord, to trust in you with all our hearts; for, as you 
always resist the proud who confide in their own strength, so you never 
forsake those who make their boast of your mercy; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever. Amen.  
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The Suffrages (B)        
V.    Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance; 
R.    Govern and uphold them, now and always. 
V.    Day by day we bless you; 
R.    We praise your name for ever. 
V.    Lord, keep us from all sin today; 
R.    Have mercy upon us, Lord, have mercy. 
V.    Lord, show us your love and mercy; 
R.    For we put our trust in you. 
V.    In you, Lord, is our hope; 
R.    And we shall never hope in vain.  

 

 

Collect for Guidance 
Leader: O God, the King eternal, whose light divides the day from the night 
  and turns the shadow of death into the morning: Drive far from us 
  all wrong desires, incline our hearts to keep your law, and guide our 
  feet into the way of peace; that, having done your will with  
  cheerfulness during the day, we may, when night comes, rejoice to 
  give you thanks; through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen. 

 

Other Intercessions and Thanksgivings: 
Birthdays, Anniversaries, Healing, Travel, Gratitude 

 
Prayer of General Thanksgiving  (All in unison)  
Leader: Let us Pray     
All:   

 Accept, O Lord, our thanks and praise for all that you have 
done for us. We thank you for the splendor of the whole 
creation, for the beauty of this world, for the wonder of life, 
and for the mystery of love. 
 We thank you for the blessing of family and friends, and for 
the loving care which surrounds us on every side. 
 We thank you for setting us at tasks which demand our best 
efforts, and for leading us to accomplishments which satisfy 
and delight us. 
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 We thank you also for those disappointments and failures 
that lead us to acknowledge our dependence on you alone. 
 Above all, we thank you for your Son Jesus Christ; for the 
truth of his Word and the example of his life; for his steadfast 
obedience, by which he overcame temptation; for his dying, 
through which he overcame death; and for his rising to life 
again, in which we are raised to the life of your kingdom. 
 Grant us the gift of your Spirit, that we may know Christ and 
make him known; and through him, at all times and in all places, 
may give thanks to you in all things. Amen.  

 
 
Deacon/Leader: People of St. Stephen’s, what does God call us to do? 
People:  We are called to love and serve. 
 
Deacon/Leader: Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia! 
People:  Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

Deacon/Leader:   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and 
   the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all for evermore. 
   Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn     H1982 #344 Lord Dismiss us with thy blessing  
 
Postlude      
 

Please join us for some refreshments in the Parish Hall. 
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2750 Cardinal Dr. Sierra Vista, AZ 85635 
https://ststephensaz.org 

520-458-4432 

 

Notice: All church activities may be internet streamed, video recorded, and photographed for church 
uses. Entry on to the church campus or in to any church building constitutes consent to be streamed, 
videotaped, or photographed for church purposes. 

Welcome Visitor!!! 
Please leave your name and 
contact info below.  If you’d 
like to speak with someone, 
please check 
here    

Or you can also 
use the QRC 
here to fill this 
out online. 

Anv. Date  _______________ 

BrthDate  ________________ 

     Info Update       Giving Envelopes        Mail News Letter 

Name______________________________________________ 
 (first)  (Mid.)   (Last) 

Hm:____________________ Cell_______________________ 
 
Email:___________________________ 
 
Adrs:______________________________________________ 
 
City, St., Zip: ____________________, ________,_________ 

ST.  STEPHEN ’S  

EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

Rector: Allison Cornell 

Off. Phone: 520-458-4432 
Mobile: 562-743-3784 
RevAllison@ststephensaz.org 
Parish Administrator 
Mark Sowards 
Off. Phone 520-458-4432 

Mobile: 408-892-1062 
 

Office Fax: 520-458-8237 
 

Deacon 
Dorothy Gutwein 
Hm: 520-515-9183 
dottie85635@gmail.com 
Church Accompanist :  
Doreen Oberg 
doreenoberg@hotmail.com 

Vestry Staff 
Senior Warden:  
Jeff Speer 
jeffrey5454speer@gmail  

Cell:(520) 678-5688  
Please leave voicemail message  

Junior warden: 

Pete Criscuolo 

petesacct2014@gmail.com 
Cell: 520-234-7687  
Treasurer:  
Anne Roth 

Cell:303/917-8151 
avd.roth@comcast.net 
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