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St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church 

Morning Prayer 
Saturday September 10 2023 10 AM 

Saint Stephen's welcomes everyone who wishes to follow Christ, worship 
together, grow in faith and share God's love through service to others. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prelude:  The Solid Rock, by William Bradbury, arr Laura Bergquist  
 

Welcome and Announcements     
  

Opening  Hymn/Song    H1982 #174 At the lamb's high feast we sing  
 

Opening Sentences (Please stand as you are able)      

Leader:  Send out your light and your truth, that they may lead me, 
  and bring me to your holy hill and to your dwelling. 
  (Psalm 43:3)  
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Confession of Sin       

Deacon/Leader: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

(Short Silence may be kept.) 
All:  Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in 
 thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have 
 left undone.  
  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not  loved 
 our neighbors as ourselves.  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and 
 forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 
 to the glory of your Name.  Amen. 
 

Deacon/Leader:  Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins  
   through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all   
   goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in  
   eternal life.  Amen.  
 
The Invitatory and Psalter      

Leader:  Lord, open our lips. 

People:  And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

All:  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
  as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen.  
 
Jubilate (For the Gloria): 

Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; * 
     serve the Lord with gladness  
 and come before his presence with a song.  
Know this: The Lord himself is God; * 
     he himself has made us, and we are his;  
 we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 
Enter his gates with thanksgiving;  
 go into his courts with praise; * 
     give thanks to him and call upon his Name. 
For the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting; * 
     and his faithfulness endures from age to age. 
 

The Lessons (Please be seated) 
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First Lesson:  A Reading from the Book of Exodus (12:1-14) 
 The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: This month shall 
mark for you the beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. 
Tell the whole congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a 
lamb for each family, a lamb for each household. You shall keep it until the 
fourteenth day of this month; then the whole assembled congregation of Israel shall 
slaughter it at twilight. They shall take some of the blood and put it on the two 
doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. They shall eat the lamb that 
same night; they shall eat it roasted over the fire with unleavened bread and bitter 
herbs. Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted over the fire, with its 
head, legs, and inner organs. You shall let none of it remain until the morning; 
anything that remains until the morning you shall burn.  
 This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and 
your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of the Lord. 
For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down every 
firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all the gods of 
Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the Lord. The blood shall be a sign for you on 
the houses where you live: when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague 
shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. 
 This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a 
festival to the Lord; throughout your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual 
ordinance. 
 
Reader:  The Word of the Lord  People:  Thanks be to God 
. 
 
Psalm 149:1-5 

1 Hallelujah! 
 Sing to the Lord a new song; * 
 sing his praise in the congregation of the faithful. 
2 Let Israel rejoice in his Maker; * 
 let the children of Zion be joyful in their King. 
3 Let them praise his Name in the dance; * 
 let them sing praise to him with timbrel and harp. 
4 For the Lord takes pleasure in his people * 
 and adorns the poor with victory. 
5 Let the faithful rejoice in triumph; * 
 let them be joyful on their beds. 
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Second Lesson:  A Reading from the letter to the Romans (13:8-14): 
 Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves 
another has fulfilled the law. The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; 
You shall not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not covet”; and any other 
commandment, are summed up in this word, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 
Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law. 
 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to 
wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 
the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness 
and put on the armor of light; let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and 
drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 
Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify 
its desires. 
 
Reader:  The Word of the Lord    People:  Thanks be to God 

 

Gospel Lesson:   
Deacon/Reader:  The holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ  according to Matthew      
   (Matthew 18:15-20) 
People:  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 Jesus said, “If another member of the church sins against you, go and point 
out the fault when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have 
regained that one. But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along with 
you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three 
witnesses. If the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if the 
offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a Gentile 
and a tax collector.  
 Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and 
whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. Again, truly I tell you, if two 
of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father 
in heaven. For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among 
them.”  
 
Deacon/Reader:  The Gospel of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God   
 

Reflection on readings / homily (optional) 
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The Apostles Creed: 
Deacon/Leader:  Let us say together the Apostles’ Creed:   
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth; 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by 
the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  He suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended to the 
dead.  On the third day he rose again.   
 He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  and the life 
everlasting.  Amen.  
 

The Prayers         
Leader The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Leader Let us pray. 
  Grant us, O Lord, to trust in you with all our hearts; for, as you 
always resist the proud who confide in their own strength, so you never 
forsake those who make their boast of your mercy; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever. Amen.  
 
The Suffrages (B)        

V.    Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance; 
R.    Govern and uphold them, now and always. 
V.    Day by day we bless you; 
R.    We praise your name for ever. 
V.    Lord, keep us from all sin today; 
R.    Have mercy upon us, Lord, have mercy. 
V.    Lord, show us your love and mercy; 
R.    For we put our trust in you. 
V.    In you, Lord, is our hope; 
R.    And we shall never hope in vain.  
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Collect for Guidance 
Leader: O God, the King eternal, whose light divides the day from the night 
  and turns the shadow of death into the morning: Drive far from us 
  all wrong desires, incline our hearts to keep your law, and guide our 
  feet into the way of peace; that, having done your will with  
  cheerfulness during the day, we may, when night comes, rejoice to 
  give you thanks; through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen. 

 

Other Intercessions and Thanksgivings: 
Birthdays, Anniversaries, Healing, Travel, Gratitude 

 
Prayer of General Thanksgiving  (All in unison)  
Leader: Let us Pray     
All:   

 Accept, O Lord, our thanks and praise for all that you have 
done for us. We thank you for the splendor of the whole 
creation, for the beauty of this world, for the wonder of life, 
and for the mystery of love. 
 We thank you for the blessing of family and friends, and for 
the loving care which surrounds us on every side. 
 We thank you for setting us at tasks which demand our best 
efforts, and for leading us to accomplishments which satisfy 
and delight us. 
 We thank you also for those disappointments and failures 
that lead us to acknowledge our dependence on you alone. 
 Above all, we thank you for your Son Jesus Christ; for the 
truth of his Word and the example of his life; for his steadfast 
obedience, by which he overcame temptation; for his dying, 
through which he overcame death; and for his rising to life 
again, in which we are raised to the life of your kingdom. 
 Grant us the gift of your Spirit, that we may know Christ and 
make him known; and through him, at all times and in all places, may 
give thanks to you in all things. Amen.  

 
 
 
 



 

7 

 
Deacon/Leader: People of St. Stephen’s, what does God call us to do? 
People:  We are called to love and serve. 
 
Deacon/Leader: Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia! 
People:  Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

Deacon/Leader:   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and 
   the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all for evermore. 
   Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn     H1982 #537 Christ for the world we sing  
 
Postlude     Let The Heavens Be Glad, by Lani Smith  
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2750 Cardinal Dr. Sierra Vista, AZ 85635 
https://ststephensaz.org 

520-458-4432 

 

Notice: All church activities may be internet streamed, video recorded, and photographed for church 
uses. Entry on to the church campus or in to any church building constitutes consent to be streamed, 
videotaped, or photographed for church purposes. 

Welcome Visitor!!! 
Please leave your name and 
contact info below.  If you’d 
like to speak with someone, 
please check 
here    

Or you can also 
use the QRC 
here to fill this 
out online. 

Anv. Date  _______________ 

BrthDate  ________________ 

     Info Update       Giving Envelopes        Mail News Letter 

Name______________________________________________ 
 (first)  (Mid.)   (Last) 

Hm:____________________ Cell_______________________ 
 
Email:___________________________ 
 
Adrs:______________________________________________ 
 
City, St., Zip: ____________________, ________,_________ 

ST.  STEPHEN ’S  

EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

Rector: Allison Cornell 

Off. Phone: 520-458-4432 
Mobile: 562-743-3784 
RevAllison@ststephensaz.org 
Parish Administrator 
Mark Sowards 
Off. Phone 520-458-4432 

Mobile: 408-892-1062 
 

Office Fax: 520-458-8237 
 

Deacon 
Dorothy Gutwein 
Hm: 520-515-9183 
dottie85635@gmail.com 
Church Accompanist :  
Doreen Oberg 
doreenoberg@hotmail.com 

Vestry Staff 
Senior Warden:  
Jeff Speer 
jeffrey5454speer@gmail  

Cell:(520) 678-5688  
Please leave voicemail message  

Junior warden: 

Pete Criscuolo 

petesacct2014@gmail.com 
Cell: 520-234-7687  
Treasurer:  
Anne Roth 

Cell:303/917-8151 
avd.roth@comcast.net 
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