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Welcome to St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church 

Saint Stephen's welcomes everyone who wishes to follow Christ, worship 
together, grow in faith and share God's love through service to others. 

Morning Prayer  The Fifth week of Lent 
Wednesday 20 Mar 2024 9:30 AM 

Announcements and Welcome 

Rev Deacon Dorothy GFutwein 
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Opening Sentences (Please stand as you are able)      
Leader:  Send out your light and your truth, that they may lead me, and 

bring me to your holy hill and to your dwelling.  (Psalm 43:3)  

Confession of Sin       

Deacon/Leader: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

(Short Silence may be kept.) 
All:   Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have 
left undone.  

   We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves.  We are truly sorry and we humbly 
repent.  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and 
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to 
the glory of your Name.  Amen. 

Deacon/Leader:  Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the 
power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life.  Amen.  

 
The Invitatory and Psalter      

Leader:     Lord, open our lips. 
People:  And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

All: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen.  
 
Jubilate (For the Gloria): 

Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; * 
     serve the Lord with gladness  
 and come before his presence with a song.  
Know this: The Lord himself is God; * 
     he himself has made us, and we are his;  
 we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 
Enter his gates with thanksgiving;  
 go into his courts with praise; * 
     give thanks to him and call upon his Name. 
For the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting; * 
     and his faithfulness endures from age to age. 

 



 

3 

The Lessons (Please be seated) 
First Lesson:  A Reading from the Book of Daniel (3:14–20,24–28): 

 Nebuchadnezzar said to them, “Is it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego, that you do not serve my gods and you do not worship the golden 
statue that I have set up? Now if you are ready when you hear the sound of the 
horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, drum, and entire musical ensemble to fall down 
and worship the statue that I have made, well and good. But if you do not 
worship, you shall immediately be thrown into a furnace of blazing fire, and 
who is the god that will deliver you out of my hands?” 
 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered the king, “O 
Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to present a defense to you in this matter. If 
our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the furnace of blazing fire 
and out of your hand, O king, let him deliver us. But if not, be it known to you, 
O king, that we will not serve your gods and we will not worship the golden 
statue that you have set up.” 
 Then Nebuchadnezzar was so filled with rage against Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego that his face was distorted. He ordered the furnace 
heated up seven times more than was customary, and ordered some of the 
strongest guards in his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego and to 
throw them into the furnace of blazing fire. 
 Then King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished and rose up quickly. He said 
to his counselors, “Was it not three men that we threw bound into the fire?” 
They answered the king, “True, O king.” He replied, “But I see four men 
unbound, walking in the middle of the fire, and they are not hurt; and the fourth 
has the appearance of a god.” Nebuchadnezzar then approached the door of the 
furnace of blazing fire and said, “Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, servants 
of the Most High God, come out! Come here!” So Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego came out from the fire. And the satraps, the prefects, the governors, 
and the king’s counselors gathered together and saw that the fire had not had 
any power over the bodies of those men; the hair of their heads was not singed, 
their tunics were not harmed, and not even the smell of fire came from them. 
 Nebuchadnezzar said, “Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego, who has sent his angel and delivered his servants who trusted in 
him. They disobeyed the king’s command and yielded up their bodies rather 
than serve and worship any god except their own God. 
 
Reader:  The Word of the Lord  People:  Thanks be to God 
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.The Psalm Canticle 13 
Glory to you, Lord God of our fathers; *                

 you are worthy of praise; glory to you. 
Glory to you for the radiance of your holy Name; *   

 we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 
Glory to you in the splendor of your temple; *     

 on the throne of your majesty, glory to you. 
Glory to you, seated between the Cherubim; *    

 we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 
Glory to you, beholding the depths; *      

 in the high vault of heaven, glory to you. 
Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; *    

 we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 

Gospel Lesson:   
Deacon/Reader:  The holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ  according to    
  John (8:31–42 ) 
People:  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my 
word, you are truly my disciples; and you will know the truth, and the truth will 
make you free.” They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and 
have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be 
made free’?” 
 Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin 
is a slave to sin. The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; 
the son has a place there forever. So if the Son makes you free, you will be free 
indeed. I know that you are descendants of Abraham; yet you look for an 
opportunity to kill me, because there is no place in you for my word. I declare 
what I have seen in the Father’s presence; as for you, you should do what you 
have heard from the Father.” 
 They answered him, “Abraham is our father.” Jesus said to them, “If you 
were Abraham’s children, you would be doing what Abraham did, but now you 
are trying to kill me, a man who has told you the truth that I heard from God. 
This is not what Abraham did. You are indeed doing what your father does.” 
They said to him, “We are not illegitimate children; we have one father, God 
himself.” Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you would love me, for 
I came from God and now I am here. I did not come on my own, but he sent 
me.” 



 

5 

Deacon/Reader:  The Gospel of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God   
 

 

Reflection on readings / homily (optional) 

 
 
 

The Apostles Creed: 
Deacon/Leader:  Let us say together the Apostles’ Creed: 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth; 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived 
by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  He suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended 
to the dead.  On the third day he rose again.   

 He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father.  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body,  and the life everlasting.  Amen.  

 
 
 

The Prayers         
Leader The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Leader Let us pray. 
  Almighty God our heavenly Father, renew in us the gifts of your 
mercy; increase our faith, strengthen our hope, enlighten our 
understanding, widen our charity, and make us ready to serve you; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.   Amen.  
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The Suffrages (B)        
V.    Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance; 
R.    Govern and uphold them, now and always. 
V.    Day by day we bless you; 
R.    We praise your name for ever. 
V.    Lord, keep us from all sin today; 
R.    Have mercy upon us, Lord, have mercy. 
V.    Lord, show us your love and mercy; 
R.    For we put our trust in you. 
V.    In you, Lord, is our hope; 
R.    And we shall never hope in vain.  

 

 
Collect for Guidance 
Leader: O God, the King eternal, whose light divides the day from the night 

and turns the shadow of death into the morning: Drive far from us all wrong 
desires, incline our hearts to keep your law, and guide our feet into the way 
of peace; that, having done your will with cheerfulness during the day, we 
may, when night comes, rejoice to give you thanks; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.   Amen. 

 

Other Intercessions and Thanksgivings: 
Birthdays, Anniversaries, Healing, Travel, Gratitude 

 
 
Prayer of General Thanksgiving  (All in unison)  
Leader: Let us Pray     
All: Accept, O Lord, our thanks and praise for all that you have done for 

us. We thank you for the splendor of the whole creation, for the beauty of 
this world, for the wonder of life, and for the mystery of love. 
 We thank you for the blessing of family and friends, and for the loving 
care which surrounds us on every side. 
 We thank you for setting us at tasks which demand our best efforts, 
and for leading us to accomplishments which satisfy and delight us. 
 We thank you also for those disappointments and failures 
that lead us to acknowledge our dependence on you alone. 
 Above all, we thank you for your Son Jesus Christ; for the truth of his 
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Word and the example of his life; for his steadfast obedience, by which he 
overcame temptation; for his dying, through which he overcame death; 
and for his rising to life again, in which we are raised to the life of your 
kingdom.  Grant us the gift of your Spirit, that we may know Christ and 
make him known; and through him, at all times and in all places, may 
give thanks to you in all things.  Amen.  

 
Deacon/Leader: People of St. Stephen’s, what does God call us to do? 
People:  We are called to love and serve. 
 
Deacon/Leader: Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia! 
People:  Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Deacon/Leader:   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and 
   the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all for evermore. 
   Amen. 
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2750 Cardinal Dr. Sierra Vista, AZ 85635 
https://ststephensaz.org 

520-458-4432 

 

 

Notice: All church activities may be internet streamed, video recorded, and photographed for church 
uses. Entry on to the church campus or in to any church building constitutes consent to be streamed, 
videotaped, or photographed for church purposes. 

Rector: Allison Cornell 

Off. Phone: 520-458-4432 
Mobile: 562-743-3784 
RevAllison@ststephensaz.org 
Parish Administrator 
Mark Sowards 
Off. Phone 520-458-4432 

Mobile: 408-892-1062 
 

Office Fax: 520-458-8237 
 

Deacon 
Dorothy Gutwein 
Hm: 520-515-9183 
dottie85635@gmail.com 
Church Accompanist :  
Doreen Oberg 
doreenoberg@hotmail.com 

Vestry Staff 
Senior Warden:  
Jeff Speer 
jeffrey5454speer@gmail  
Cell:(520) 678-5688  

Junior warden: 
Pete Criscuolo 
petesacct2014@gmail.com 
Cell: 520-234-7687  
& Timothy Holsonback 
holsonback@cox.net 
520/459-1937 
Treasurer:  
Anne Roth 
Cell:303/917-8151 
avd.roth@comcast.net 

Welcome Visitor!!! 
Please leave your name and 
contact info below.  If you’d 
like to speak with someone, 
please check 
here    

Or you can also 
use the QRC 
here to fill this 
out online. 

Anv. Date  _______________ 

BrthDate  ________________ 

     Info Update       Giving Envelopes        Mail News Letter 

Name______________________________________________ 
 (first)  (Mid.)   (Last) 

Hm:____________________ Cell_______________________ 
 
Email:___________________________ 
 
Adrs:______________________________________________ 
 
City, St., Zip: ____________________, ________,_________ 

ST.  STEPHEN ’S  

EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

Please leave voicemail 
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