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From Wikipedia 

Saint Stephen's welcomes everyone who wishes to follow Christ, worship 
together, grow in faith and share God's love through service to others. 

St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church 
Morning Prayer  Feast of ST. Mark 

Wednesday 24 Apr 2024 9:30 AM 
 

Announcements and Welcome 

Deacon Sherry Simon 
 

Saint Mark's Day, or the Feast of Saint 
Mark, commemorates Mark the Evange-
list and takes place on April 25  

Local observances and customs 

Italy 

The 25th of April is a national holiday 
throughout Italy, though not as Saint 
Mark's Day, but as anniversary of the liber-
ation of Italy from the Nazi-Fascists in 
World War II (25 April 1945). 

Sardinia 

In Tresnuraghes, a small village in Sardin-
ia (Italy), a traditional Sardinian feast is 
held. Local shepherd families in this pre-
dominantly pastoral community offer 
sheep and oversee cooking them in a ges-
ture of thanks to Providence. Other fami-
lies offer bread as thanksgiving or for fa-
vors desired. Hundreds of people, mostly 
from said village, but a large number of 
other people as well, eat Continued Pg 7 
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Opening Sentences (Please stand as you are able)      
Leader:  Send out your light and your truth, that they may lead me, and bring  

  me to your holy hill and to your dwelling.  (Psalm 43:3)  
 
Confession of Sin       

Deacon/Leader: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

(Short Silence may be kept.) 
All:  Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in 
 thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have 
 left undone.  

  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not  loved 
 our neighbors as ourselves.  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
 For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; 
 that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
 your Name.  Amen. 

 

Deacon/Leader:  Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins  
   through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all   
   goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in  
   eternal life.  Amen.  
 
The Invitatory and Psalter      

Leader:     Lord, open our lips. 

People:  And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

All: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen.  
 
Jubilate (For the Gloria): 

Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; * 
     serve the Lord with gladness  
 and come before his presence with a song.  
Know this: The Lord himself is God; * 
     he himself has made us, and we are his;  
 we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 
Enter his gates with thanksgiving;  
 go into his courts with praise; * 
     give thanks to him and call upon his Name. 
For the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting; * 
     and his faithfulness endures from age to age. 
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The Lessons (Please be seated) 
First Lesson:  A Reading from the Book of Isaiah(52:7-10): 

How beautiful upon the mountains                
 are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, 

who brings good news,       
 who announces salvation,      
 who says to Zion, "Your God reigns." 

Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices,     
 together they sing for joy; 

for in plain sight they see       
 the return of the Lord to Zion. 

Break forth together into singing,      
 you ruins of Jerusalem; 

for the Lord has comforted his people,      
 he has redeemed Jerusalem. 

The Lord has bared his holy arm      
 before the eyes of all the nations; 

and all the ends of the earth shall see     
 the salvation of our God. 

. 
Reader:  The Word of the Lord  People:  Thanks be to God 
. 
 
Psalm 2:7-10 

7 Let me announce the decree of the Lord: *      
he said to me, "You are my Son;               
this day have I begotten you. 

8 Ask of me, and I will give you the nations for your inheritance *           
and the ends of the earth for your possession. 

9 You shall crush them with an iron rod *               
and shatter them like a piece of pottery." 

10 And now, you kings, be wise; *                  
be warned, you rulers of the earth. 
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Second Lesson:  A Reading from the Book of Ephesians (4:7-8, 11-16) 

 Each of us was given grace according to the measure of Christ's gift. 
Therefore it is said, 
 

"When he ascended on high he made captivity itself a captive; 
  he gave gifts to his people." 

 The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some 
evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of 
ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until all of us come to the unity of 
the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of 
the full stature of Christ. We must no longer be children, tossed to and fro and 
blown about by every wind of doctrine, by people's trickery, by their craftiness 
in deceitful scheming. But speaking the truth in love, we must grow up in every 
way into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined 
and knit together by every ligament with which it is equipped, as each part is 
working properly, promotes the body's growth in building itself up in love. 
 
Reader:  The Word of the Lord  People:  Thanks be to God 
. 

Gospel Lesson:   
Deacon/Reader:  The holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ  according to Matthew      
   Mark (16:15-20) 
People:  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 Jesus said to the apostles, "Go into all the world and proclaim the good 
news to the whole creation. The one who believes and is baptized will be saved; 
but the one who does not believe will be condemned. And these signs will 
accompany those who believe: by using my name they will cast out demons; 
they will speak in new tongues; they will pick up snakes in their hands, and if 
they drink any deadly thing, it will not hurt them; they will lay their hands on the 
sick, and they will recover." 
 So then the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken to them, was taken up into 
heaven and sat down at the right hand of God. And they went out and proclaimed 
the good news everywhere, while the Lord worked with them and confirmed the 
message by the signs that accompanied it. 
 
Deacon/Reader:  The Gospel of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God   
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Reflection on readings / homily (optional) 

 
 
The Apostles Creed: 
Deacon/Leader:  Let us say together the Apostles’ Creed:   
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth; 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by 
the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  He suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended to the 
dead.  On the third day he rose again.   
 He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  and the life 
everlasting.  Amen.  

 
The Prayers         
Leader The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Leader Let us pray. 
  Almighty God, by the hand of Mark the evangelist you have given to 
your Church the Gospel of Jesus Christ the Son of God: We thank you for 
this witness, and pray that we may be firmly grounded in its truth; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
The Suffrages (B)        

V.    Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance; 
R.    Govern and uphold them, now and always. 
V.    Day by day we bless you; 
R.    We praise your name for ever. 
V.    Lord, keep us from all sin today; 
R.    Have mercy upon us, Lord, have mercy. 
V.    Lord, show us your love and mercy; 
R.    For we put our trust in you. 
V.    In you, Lord, is our hope; 
R.    And we shall never hope in vain.  
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Collect for Guidance 
Leader: O God, the King eternal, whose light divides the day from the night 

and turns the shadow of death into the morning: Drive far from us all wrong 
desires, incline our hearts to keep your law, and guide our feet into the way 
of peace; that, having done your will with cheerfulness during the day, we 
may, when night comes, rejoice to give you thanks; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.   Amen. 

 

Other Intercessions and Thanksgivings: 
Birthdays, Anniversaries, Healing, Travel, Gratitude 

 
Prayer of General Thanksgiving  (All in unison)  
Leader: Let us Pray     
All: Accept, O Lord, our thanks and praise for all that you have done for 

us. We thank you for the splendor of the whole creation, for the beauty of 
this world, for the wonder of life, and for the mystery of love. 
 We thank you for the blessing of family and friends, and for the loving 
care which surrounds us on every side. 
 We thank you for setting us at tasks which demand our best efforts, 
and for leading us to accomplishments which satisfy and delight us. 
 We thank you also for those disappointments and failures 
that lead us to acknowledge our dependence on you alone. 
 Above all, we thank you for your Son Jesus Christ; for the truth of his 
Word and the example of his life; for his steadfast obedience, by which he 
overcame temptation; for his dying, through which he overcame death; 
and for his rising to life again, in which we are raised to the life of your 
kingdom.  Grant us the gift of your Spirit, that we may know Christ and 
make him known; and through him, at all times and in all places, may 
give thanks to you in all things.  Amen.  

 
Deacon/Leader: People of St. Stephen’s, what does God call us to do? 
People:  We are called to love and serve. 
 
Deacon/Leader: Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia! 
People:  Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Deacon/Leader:   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and 
   the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all for evermore. 
   Amen. 



 

7 

and drink to satiation together.[1] 

Venice 

The Feast of Saint Mark (Italian: Festa di san Marco), also known as the rosebud festival 
(Venetian: festa del bócoło), is a festival in Venice held on 25 April celebrating Venice's patron 
saint, Saint Mark. On this day, men traditionally give a single rosebud to the women they love.
[2][3][4] 

According to legend, the tradition originated in the 8th century, when a man of low social 
standing is said to have fallen in love with a noblewoman from Venice. In order to win her fa-
ther's approval, he became involved in a distant war. He was mortally wounded in battle, but 
managed to pluck a rose from a nearby rosebush for his loved one. A companion was entrusted 
with returning the blood-stained rose to his lover.[4][5][6] 

Lithuania 

In Lithuania, St. Mark is considered the guardian of earth and harvests. There was a ban on eat-
ing meat in order to have a good harvest. People avoided "touching the earth", i.e. no plowing 
or digging, to give the earth a rest before the upcoming hard work of planting and harvest.[7] 

Mexico 

This festivity is celebrated in the city of Aguascalientes, Mexico on the same date. It gives 
name to one of the most celebrated festivities, the Saint Mark National Fair (Spanish: Feria 
Nacional de San Marcos) which runs generally for three weeks around this date. 

Also, in Paraíso, Tabasco, Mexico, Saint Mark is celebrated the 25 April due to his patronage of 
that city. 

 

By Br. Stephen J., MIC 

Every year, on the feast of St. Mark (April 25), I feel the urge to write something brilliant, 
short, and original. As a seminarian studying graduate-level theology, I rarely find time for cre-
ative writing outside of short rhetorical flourishes in academic papers and essay questions. The 
end of April, in particular, brings a fine rush to complete term papers and study for exams. 

Despite these obstacles, the desire is there, and I have little doubt that St. Mark himself inspires 
it. 

The Gospel according to St. Mark is a brilliant piece of writing. At just 16 chapters and 683 
verses (in the RSVCE), it is the shortest of the four Gospels, and it tells the story of Jesus with 
great speed and energy. From the very first verse, Mark proclaims Jesus as the Son of God, and 
by the end of the first chapter, it is already “impossible for Jesus to enter a town openly,” since 
“people kept coming to him from everywhere.” 

Winged Lion 
One of the traditional symbols for Mark is the winged lion from a vision of the prophet Ezekiel 
(Ezek 1:10). Mark certainly portrays Jesus as the Lion of Judah. Where Matthew emphasizes 
the teaching aspect of Jesus’ ministry, and Luke His deeds of mercy, Mark depicts a man of ac-
tion who demonstrates the Kingdom of God with spirit and power. 

He focuses on stories of Jesus’ powerful deeds, punctuating his sentences with words like “and” 
and “immediately.” He insistently builds up the claim that Jesus’ salvation is offered universal-
ly with words like “all,” “the whole,” “everyone,” and “everywhere.” 

Continued from front 
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2750 Cardinal Dr. Sierra Vista, AZ 85635 
https://ststephensaz.org 

520-458-4432 

 

 

Notice: All church activities may be internet streamed, video recorded, and photographed for church 
uses. Entry on to the church campus or in to any church building constitutes consent to be streamed, 
videotaped, or photographed for church purposes. 

Rector: Allison Cornell 

Off. Phone: 520-458-4432 
Mobile: 562-743-3784 
RevAllison@ststephensaz.org 
Parish Administrator 
Mark Sowards 
Off. Phone 520-458-4432 

Mobile: 408-892-1062 
 

Office Fax: 520-458-8237 
 

Deacon 
Dorothy Gutwein 
Hm: 520-515-9183 
dottie85635@gmail.com 
Church Accompanist :  
Doreen Oberg 
doreenoberg@hotmail.com 

Vestry Staff 
Senior Warden:  
Jeff Speer 
jeffrey5454speer@gmail  
Cell:(520) 678-5688  

Junior warden: 
Pete Criscuolo 
petesacct2014@gmail.com 
Cell: 520-234-7687  
& Timothy Holsonback 
holsonback@cox.net 
520/459-1937 
Treasurer:  
Anne Roth 
Cell:303/917-8151 
avd.roth@comcast.net 

Welcome Visitor!!! 
Please leave your name and 
contact info below.  If you’d 
like to speak with someone, 
please check 
here    

Or you can also 
use the QRC 
here to fill this 
out online. 

Anv. Date  _______________ 

BrthDate  ________________ 

     Info Update       Giving Envelopes        Mail News Letter 

Name______________________________________________ 
 (first)  (Mid.)   (Last) 

Hm:____________________ Cell_______________________ 
 
Email:___________________________ 
 
Adrs:______________________________________________ 
 
City, St., Zip: ____________________, ________,_________ 

ST.  STEPHEN’S 

EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

Please leave voicemail 
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