Saint Stephen's welcomes everyone who wishes to follow Christ, worship together,
grow in faith and share God's love through service to others.
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% Traditionally, these are the three days
before Ascension Day on which the

M litany is sung (or recited) in

procession as an act of intercession.

They originated in Vienne, France, in

the

fifth century when Bishop Mamertus introduced days of fasting and prayer to ward off a

threatened disaster. In England they were associated with the blessing of the

fields at Continued Pgl1
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Salutation
Presider: Alleluia! Christ is risen!
People: The Lord is risen, indeed! Alleluia!

Presider:  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from you no secrets are hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit that we may perfectly love you, and
worthily magnify you Holy Name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Gloria— H1982 #S-278
Glory to God in the highest, you are seated at the right hand of the

and peace to his people on earth. Father:
Lord God, heavenly King, receive our prayer. For you alone
almighty God and Father, are the Holy One,

we worship you, we give you you alone are the Lord,
thanks, you alone are the Most High,

we praise you for your glory. Jesus Christ,
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Fa-  with the Holy Spirit,
ther, in the glory of God the Father.
Lord God, Lamb of God, Amen.

you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;

The Collect of the Day:

Presider: The Lord be with you

People: And also with you.

Presider:  Let us pray

All: O merciful Creator, your hand is open wide to satisfy the
needs of every living creature: Make us always thankful for
your loving providence; and grant that we, remembering the
account that we must one day give, may be faithful stewards
of your good gifts; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with
you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen. Amen.



The Liturgy of the Word: (Please be seated for the lessons)

First Lesson: A Reading from the Book Job (38:1-11,16-18):
Then the Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind:
‘Who is this that darkens counsel by words without knowledge?
Gird up your loins like a man,

I will question you, and you shall declare to me.

‘Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth?
Tell me, if you have understanding.

Who determined its measurements—surely you know!
Or who stretched the line upon it?

On what were its bases sunk,
or who laid its cornerstone

when the morning stars sang together
and all the heavenly beings shouted for joy?

‘Or who shut in the sea with doors
when it burst out from the womb?—
when I made the clouds its garment,
and thick darkness its swaddling band,
and prescribed bounds for it,
and set bars and doors,
and said, “Thus far shall you come, and no farther,
and here shall your proud waves be stopped”?

‘Have you entered into the springs of the sea,
or walked in the recesses of the deep?
Have the gates of death been revealed to you,
or have you seen the gates of deep darkness?
Have you comprehended the expanse of the earth?
Declare, if you know all this.

Reader The Word of the Lord People Thanks be to God



The Psalm:

Psalm 104:1,13-15, 25-32 (read in unison)

1 Bless the Lord, O my soul.
O Lord my God, you are very
great. *
You are clothed with honour and
majesty,
13 From your lofty abode you water
the mountains;
the earth is satisfied with the
fruit of your work.
14 You cause the grass to grow for
the cattle,
and plants for people to use, to
bring forth food from the earth,
and wine to gladden the human
heart,
oil to make the face shine,
and bread to strengthen the
human heart.
25 Yonder is the sea, great and
wide,
creeping things innumerable
are there,
living things both small and
great.
26 There go the ships,
and Leviathan that you formed
to sportin it.
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27 These all look to you
to give them their food in due
season;

28 when you give to them, they
gather it up;
when you open your hand, they
are filled with good things.

29 When you hide your face, they
are dismayed;
when you take away their
breath, they die
and return to their dust.

30 When you send forth your spirit,
they are created;
and you renew the face of the
ground.

31 May the glory of the Lord
endure for ever;
may the Lord rejoice in his
works—

32 who looks on the earth and it
trembles,

who touches the mountains and

they smoke.

Second Lesson: A Reading from the Book 1 Timothy (6:6-10,17-19):

Of course, there is great gain in godliness combined with contentment, for
we brought nothing into the world, so that we can take nothing out of it, but if
we have food and clothing, we will be content with these. But those who want
to be rich fall into temptation and are trapped by many senseless and harmful
desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a
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root of all kinds of evil, and in their eagerness to be rich some have wandered
away from the faith and pierced themselves with many pains.

As for those who in the present age are rich, command them not to be
haughty or to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches but rather on God, who
richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. They are to do good, to be
rich in good works, generous, and ready to share, thus storing up for themselves
the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of the
life that really is life.

Reader The Word of the Lord People Thanks be to God

Gospel Lesson: (Please stand as you are able)

Deacon: Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to: Luke (12:13-21):
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ

Someone in the crowd said to Jesus, ‘Teacher, tell my brother to divide the
family inheritance with me.’ But he said to him, ‘Friend, who set me to be a judge
or arbitrator over you?’ And he said to them, ‘Take care! Be on your guard against
all kinds of greed; for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of possessions.’
Then he told them a parable: ‘“The land of a rich man produced abundantly. And
he thought to himself, “What should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?”
Then he said, “I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger ones, and
there I will store all my grain and my goods. And I will say to my soul, Soul, you
have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.” But God
said to him, “You fool! This very night your life is being demanded of you. And
the things you have prepared, whose will they be?” So it is with those who store
up treasures for themselves but are not rich towards God.’

Deacon: The Gospel of the Lord
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ

HOMILY



Nicene Creed: Traditional Version (Said aloud by all, in unison)

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him
all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of
the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made
man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with
the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of
the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,

and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and
glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to
come. Amen.

Prayers of the People

Leader: Gracious God, you have called us to abide in your life and to bear
witness to Christ working in mysterious ways in our lives.

People: Grant that the church may reveal your love though Jesus that
we might live in him and bear much fruit of the spirit as a result.

Leader: Light of the World, dominion belongs to you, for you rule over all
the nations
People: Raise up bold witnesses like those first disciples who testify to

everyone about the good news which is completed in love so that peace
may abound in our time.

Leader: Attentive vine-grower, you tend the branches and fruit of your vine
extending to the ends of the earth.
People: Let your loving attention reach out to all people who live in

suffering and threatening conditions, that they may be restored to
wholeness and fruitfulness.
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Leader: Everyone who loves is born of God and knows God

People: Inspire all in our community to seek to expand the fruits of
compassion and care so that those in need shall eat and be satisfied and
that all the ends of the earth shall recognize and turn to the Lord.

Leader: Gather into your abundant and eternal banquet all who have died,
People: May their hearts and souls be filled and live forever with you.
Leader: You have loved us first and called us to love our neighbors as

ourselves. We lift up to you the following people:

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer we pray for The Diocese of Central Ecuador

— The Episcopal Church.

1151 ;}16 Diocesan Cycle of Prayer we pray for St. Francis of the Valley, Green
alley.

For the first peoples who live in our area of Arizona, especially the Tohono

O’odham and Apache peoples, that we may live and minister together for our

mutual benefit.

People: Eternal and Loving God, accept the wishes of our hearts as we
pray faithfully that God is love and God’s perfect love casts out all fear.

Presider:  You have planted us in the nurturing ground of your steadfast love, O
God, and grafted us into the life of your resurrected son Jesus Christ our
savior. Keep us evermore abiding within your spirit of love that we may bear
the fruit of your reconciliation for all that is and is to come, through Jesus
Christ we pray. Amen.

The Peace:
Presider The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People  And also with you

The Offertory:
Presider Walk in love as Christ loved us and gave himself as an offering and
sacrifice to God.

Doxology #380 vs. 3
Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise him all creatures here below
Praise him above, ye heavenly host
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen
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The Holy Communion - The Great Thanksgiving BCP Rite 24

Presider The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Presider Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.
Presider:

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give
thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your
Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Pascal Lamb, who was sacrificed for
us, and has taken away the sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed death,
and by his rising to life again he has won for us everlasting life.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels
and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the
glory of your Name:

Sanctus -
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself,
and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death you, in
your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our
human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and
Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience
to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus
Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to
his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do
this for the remembrance of me."



After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he
gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new
Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of
praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we
offer you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit (+) to be for your people
the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending
life in him.

Sanctify us also (+) that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament,
and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all
your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and
in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty
Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

Presider: As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray,

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.
Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread (Presider breaks the consecrated bread)
Fraction Anthem :

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.



Invitation to Communion:

Presider: The gifts of God for the people of God. Take them in remembrance
that Christ died and rose again for you and feed on him in your hearts by faith and
with thanksgiving.

(All are invited and welcome to come forward and receive communion in this church. We have two
different ways to receive communion. First way = go to the right of the altar, receive the bread, eat
the bread, then take a sip of wine from the cup. Second way = go to the left of the altar, receive the
bread, dip the bread in the wine in the cup and then eat the bread. If you are not ready to receive
the bread and wine, we invite you to come forward and cross your arms over your chest to receive a
blessing instead. Bread is gluten free).

Prayers for: Birthdays, Anniversaries, Healing Prayers, Travelers, and Gratitude

Post Communion Prayer (7he people stand as they are able.)

Presider; Let us pray.

All: Almighty and ever-living God, we thank you for feeding us with the
spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our
Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we
are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal
kingdom. ....

And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to
do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To
him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever.
Amen.

Blessing

Presider: May Almighty God, who has redeemed us and made us his children
through the resurrection of his Son our Lord, bestow upon you the riches of
his blessing, in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.

Dismissal

Deacon: People of St. Stephen’s, what does God call us to do?

People: We are called to love and serve.

Deacon: Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in God’s Spirit.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

People:  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia, (Alleluia!)
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Continued from front planting. The vicar "beat the bounds" of the parish, processing

around the fields reciting

psalms and the litany. In the United States they have been associated with rural life and
with agriculture and fishing. The propers in the BCP (pp. 207-208, 258-259, 930) have
widened their scope to include commerce and industry and the stewardship of creation.

The BCP also permits their celebration at other times to accommodate different regional
growing seasons. The BOS contains material for a Rogation procession, including petitions
to be added to the Great Litany and the prayers of the people. The term is from the Latin
rogatio, "asking."

https://episcopalchurch.org/library/glossary/rogation-days

From Wikipedia — apparently the Roman Catholic dating system.

Rogation days are days of prayer and fasting in Western Christianity. They are observed
with processions and the Litany of the Saints. The so-called major rogation is held on 25
April;[ 1] the minor rogations are held on Monday to Wednesday preceding Ascension
Thursday.[2] The word rogation comes from the Latin verb rogare, meaning "to ask", which
reflects the beseeching of God for the appeasement of his anger and for protection from
calamities.

The Christian major rogation replaced a pagan Roman procession known as Robigalia, at
which a dog was sacrificed to propitiate Robigus, the deity of agricultural disease.[5][3] The
practitioners observing Robigalia asked Robigus for protection of their crops from wheat

rust.[3]...... Download full report

Rogation Days (from Episcopal Church Definisions)

Traditionally, these are the three days before Ascension Day on which the litany is sung (or
recited) in procession as an act of intercession. They originated in Vienne, France, in the fifth
century when Bishop Mamertus introduced days of fasting and prayer to ward off a threatened
disaster. In England they were associated with the blessing of the fields at planting. The vicar
“beat the bounds” of the parish, processing around the fields reciting psalms and the litany. In
the United States they have been associated with rural life and with agriculture and fishing. The
propers in the BCP (pp. 207-208, 258-259, 930) have widened their scope to include commerce
and industry and the stewardship of creation. The BCP also permits their celebration at other
times to accommodate different regional growing seasons. The BOS contains material for a
Rogation procession, including petitions to be added to the Great Litany and the prayers of the
people. The term is from the Latin rogatio, “asking.”
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https://www.episcopalchurch.org/glossary/rogation-days/
https://ststephensaz.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/rogation_days.pdf

Notice: All church activities may

be internet streamed, video recorded, and photographed for church

uses. Entry on to the church campus or in to any church building constitutes consent to be streamed,
videotaped, or photographed for church purposes.

2750 Cardinal Dr. Sierra Vista, AZ 85635

ST. STEPHEN’S

https://ststephensaz.org
520-458-4432

EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Rector: Allison Cornell

Off. Phone: 520-458-4432
Mobile: 562-743-3784
RevAllison@ststephensaz.org
Parish Administrator

Mark Sowards

Off. Phone 520-458-4432
Mobile: 408-892-1062
mark.sowards@ststephensaz.org
Office Fax: 520-458-8237

Deacon Junior wardens:
Dorothy Gutwein Pete Criscuolo

Hm: 520-515-9183 petesacct2014@gmail.com
dottie85635@gmail.com Cell: 520-234-7687
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Vestry Staff Treasurer:

Senior Warden: Anne Roth

Jeff Speer Cell:303/917-8151
jeffrey5454speer@gmail avd.roth@comcast.net

Cell:(520) 678-5688  please leave voicemail message
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