F

_

The Season Ajler
T

PENTECO

St. Stephen’s Episcopal Chureh

Saint Stephen's welcomes everyone who wishes to follow Christ, worship
together, grow in faith and share God's love through service to others.

FEAST OF SAINT MARY MAGDALENE

9:30 am Wednesday, 23 July

Welcome and Announcements -

2025From Lessor Feasts & Fasts

Mary of Magdala, a town near Capernaum,
was one of several women who followed Jesus
and ministered to him in Galilee. The Gospel
according to Luke records that Jesus “went on
through cities and villages, preaching and
bringing the good news of the kingdom of God.
And the Twelve were with him, and also some
women who had been healed of evil spirits and
infirmities: Mary, called Magdalene, from whom
seven demons had gone out . . .” (Luke 8:1-2).
The Gospels tell us that Mary was healed by
Jesus, followed him, and was one of those who
stood near his cross at Calvary.

It is clear that Mary Magdalene’s life was
radically changed by Jesus’ healing. Her
ministry of service and steadfast companionship,
even as a witness to the crucifixion, has, through
the centuries, been an example of the faithful
ministry of women to Christ. All four Gospels
name Mary as one of the women who went to
the tomb to mourn and to care for Jesus’ body.
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Opening Acclamation:

Presider: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Presider Let us pray:

All: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest, you are seated at the right hand of

and peace to his people on earth. the Father:
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty  receive our prayer.

God and Father, For you alone are the Holy One, you
we worship you, we give you alone are the Lord,
thanks, you alone are the Most High,
we praise you for your glory. Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
Lord Jesus Christ, only in the glory of God the
Son of the Father, Father. Amen.
Lord God, Lamb of God,

you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;

The Collect:

Presider: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Presider: Let us pray

All: Almighty God, whose blessed Son restored Mary Magdalene to
health of body and of mind, and called her to be a witness of his
resurrection: Mercifully grant that by your grace we may be healed from
all our infirmities and know you in the power of his unending life; who
with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.



LITURGY OF THE WORD: (Please be seated for the lessons)
The First Lesson - A Reading from Judith (9:1,11-14):

Judith prostrated herself, put ashes on her head, and uncovered the
sackcloth she was wearing. At the very time when the evening incense was
being offered in the house of God in Jerusalem, Judith cried out to the Lord
with a loud voice, and said, “Your strength does not depend on numbers, nor
your might on the powerful. But you are the God of the lowly, helper of the
oppressed, upholder of the weak, protector of the forsaken, savior of those
without hope. Please, please, God of my father, God of the heritage of Israel,
Lord of heaven and earth, Creator of the waters, King of all your creation, hear
my prayer! Make my deceitful words bring wound and bruise on those who
have planned cruel things against your covenant, and against your sacred house,
and against Mount Zion, and against the house your children possess. Let your
whole nation and every tribe know and understand that you are God, the God of
all power and might, and that there is no other who protects the people of Israel
but you alone!”

Reader The Word of the Lord People Thanks be to God

The Psalm
Psalm 42:1-7 (read in unison)
1 As the deer longs for the water-brooks, *
so longs my soul for you, O God.
2 My soul is athirst for God, athirst for the living God; *
when shall I come to appear before the presence of God?
3 My tears have been my food day and night, *
while all day long they say to me,
""Where now is your God?"
4 I pour out my soul when I think on these things: *
how I went with the multitude and led them into the house of God,
5 With the voice of praise and thanksgiving, *
among those who keep holy-day.
6 Why are you so full of heaviness, O my soul? *
and why are you so disquieted within me?
7 Put your trust in God; *
for I will yet give thanks to him,
who is the help of my countenance, and my God.



The Second Lesson - A Reading from Paul’s 2" letter to the
Corinthians (5:14-18):

The love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one has died
for all; therefore all have died. And he died for all, so that those who live might
live no longer for themselves, but for him who died and was raised for them.

From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even
though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer
in that way. So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has
passed away; see, everything has become new! All this is from God, who
reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of
reconciliation.

Reader The Word of the Lord People Thanks be to God

Gospel Lesson: John (20:11-18)
Deacon: The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to John
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into
the tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had
been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. They said to her, “Woman,
why are you weeping?”’ She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and |
do not know where they have laid him.” When she had said this, she turned
around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus
said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?”
Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him
away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” Jesus said to
her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means
Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet
ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to
my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.”” Mary Magdalene went
and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he
had said these things to her.

Deacon: The Gospel of the Lord People: Praise be to you, Lord Christ

Homily



Nicene Creed (Traditional) All say together
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true
God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all
things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death
and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his
kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped
and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world
to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People Form VI

Leader: In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. For all people in their daily life and
work;

People: For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.

Leader: For this community, the nation, and the world;

People: For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.

Leader: For the just and proper use of your creation;

People: For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.

Leader: For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;

People: For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.

Leader: For the peace and unity of the Church of God;

People: For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.

Leader: For Michael, our Presiding Bishop, and, our Bishop; and for all bishops
and other ministers;



People: For all who serve God in his Church.
Leader: In the Diocesan cycle of prayer, we pray for Church of Our Saviour
Episcopal-Lutheran, in Lakeside

In the Anglican cycle of prayer, we pray for The Diocese of Central
Newfoundland — The Anglican Church of Canada

We pray also for the Apache and Tahono O’Odom first-peoples
who call this area their home

People: For neighbors near and far that God may bless and keep them.
Leader: For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.
(The People may add their own petitions, aloud or silently)
Leader Hear us, Lord;
People For your mercy is great.

Leader: We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.
(The People may add their own thanksgivings, aloud or silently)
Leader We will exalt you, O God our King;

People: And praise your Name for ever and ever.

Leader: We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your
eternal kingdom. (people remember those who have died)

Leader: Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
People: Who put their trust in you.

Confession of Sin
Deacon: We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.
(a short pause)

All: Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; in your compassion
forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things done and left undone;
and so uphold us by your Spirit that we may live and serve you in
newness of life, to the honor and glory of your Name; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Absolution

Presider: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through
our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness and by the power of the
Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen

Exchange of the Peace



Presider The peace of the Lord be always with you.
All And also with you.
The Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.

The Offertory
Presider: Walk in love as Christ loved us and gave himself as a offering and
sacrifice to God.

Doxology (Hymn #380 v. 3)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise him all creatures here below
Praise him above ye heavenly host
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

The Holy Communion
The Great Thanksgiving Rite Il C
Presider The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Presider Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.
Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Presider: God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and
praise.
People: Glory to you for ever and ever.

At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space,
galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth,
our island home.

By your will they were created and have their being.

From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us
with memory, reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we
turned against you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one another.

Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.

Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you
revealed your righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only
Son, born of a woman, to fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom
and peace.

By his blood, he reconciled us. By his wounds, we are healed.
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And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets,
apostles, and martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to
you in hope, to proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn:

Sanctus -
Holy, Holy, Holy my Heart, my Heart, adores you!
My Heart is glad to say the words,
You are Holy, Lord.

Presider continues:

And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people
by water and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them (+) by
your Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread,
and gave it to his friends, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me."

After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, "Drink this, all of
you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me."

Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this
sacrifice of thanksgiving:

We celebrate his death and resurrection,
as we await the day of his coming.

Lord God of our Fathers: God of Sarah and Abraham, Rebekah and Isaac,
Rachel and Jacob; God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see
your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the presumption of
coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and not
for renewal.

Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in Christ,
that we may worthily serve the world in his name.

Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.

Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High
Priest, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory,
and worship, from generation to generation. AMEN.



And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Lord’s Prayer(Traditional)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, kingdom come,
thy will be done,earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
(Presider breaks the consecrated bread)

Fraction Anthem G #825 Refmin only Now in this banquet
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Love is the sign of our Lord.

All are welcome and invited to come to The Lord’s Supper and receive communion in this church.
It is gluten free bread and real wine. To dip/intinct your bread into the wine and then consume it,
please come to the left altar rail. To eat your bread and then sip wine from the cup, please come to
the right altar rail. To receive a blessing instead of the bread and wine, come to either rail and cross
your arms over your chest and we will give you a blessing.

Prayers for Birthdays, Anniversaries, Healing, Travel, and Gratitude

Post Communion Prayer

Presider: Let us pray:

All: Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as
living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us
with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now
into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and
serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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Benediction:

Presider: May the Spirit of Truth lead you into all truth, giving you grace to
confess Jesus’ ways, truth, and life and to proclaim the wonderful works
of God; and may the blessing of God Almighty: the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Spirit be among you and remain with you now and always.

Amen.
Dismissal
Deacon: People of St. Stephen’s, what does God call us to do?
People: We are called to love and serve.
Deacon: Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in God’s Spirit. Alleluia! Alleluia!
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia, (Alleluia!)
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Continued from front: ) ) )
Her weeping for the loss of her Lord strikes a common chord with the grief of all others over

the death of loved ones. Jesus’ tender response to her grief—meeting her in the garden,
revealing himself to her by calling her name—makes her the first witness to the risen Lord.
She is given the command, “Go to my brethren and say to them, I am ascending to my Father
and your Father, to my God and your God” (John 20:17). As the first messenger of the
resurrection, she tells the disciples, “I have seen the Lord” (John 20:18). In the tradition of the
Eastern Church, Mary is considered “equal to the apostles” and “apostle to the apostles”; and
she is held in veneration as the patron saint of the great cluster of monasteries on Mount Athos.

More From Wikipedia the free encyclopedia

Mary Magdalene[a] (sometimes called Mary of Magdala, or simply the Magdalene or the
Madeleine) was a woman who, according to the four canonical gospels, traveled with Jesus as
one of his followers and was a witness to his crucifixion and resurrection.[1] In Gnostic
writings, Mary Magdalene is depicted as Jesus's closest disciple who uniquely understood his
teachings, causing tension with Peter, and is honored as the "apostle to the apostles".

Mary Magdalene was a historical figure, possibly from Magdala. She was a prominent
follower of Jesus who was believed to have been healed by him, supported his ministry
financially, and was present at his crucifixion and burial. She played a key role among his
female disciples. Overall, there is limited information about her life.

Apocryphal early Christian writings often portray Mary Magdalene as a prominent,
spiritually insightful figure favored by Jesus, challenging traditional patriarchal norms. These
texts have inspired modern reinterpretations of her role. During the Patristic era, Mary
Magdalene was mentioned only briefly by early Church Fathers, with her image evolving from
a minor gospel figure to being conflated with other women in the Bible. Eventually she became
viewed in Western Christianity, largely due to Pope Gregory I's influential 591 sermon, as a
repentant prostitute despite no biblical basis for this portrayal.

The Eastern Orthodox Church has always viewed Mary Magdalene as a virtuous
Myrrhbearer and "Equal to the Apostles", distinct from other biblical women. The Roman
Catholic Church historically conflated her with the repentant sinner in Luke 7 but later
emphasized her role as the first witness to the resurrection and honored her as the "Apostle to
the Apostles". Many alleged relics of Mary Magdalene, including her skull, a piece of forehead
flesh, a tibia, and her left hand, are preserved in Catholic sites in France and Mount Athos,
with notable displays and annual processions honoring them.

Portrayal in Gnostic writings

Because she was the first to witness Jesus's resurrection, Mary Magdalene is known in
some Christian traditions as the "apostle to the apostles". She is a central figure in Gnostic
Christian writings, including the Dialogue of the Savior, the Pistis Sophia, the Gospel of
Thomas, the Gospel of Philip, and the Gospel of Mary. These texts portray her as an apostle, as
Jesus's closest and most beloved disciple and the only one who truly understood his teachings.
In the Gnostic texts, or Gnostic gospels, Mary's closeness to Jesus results in tension with
another disciple, Peter, due to her gender and Peter's envy of the special teachings given to her.
In the Gospel of Philip's text, Marvin Meyer's translation says (missing text bracketed): "The
companion of the [...] is Mary of Magdala. The [...] her more than [...] the disciples, [...] kissed
her often on her [...]."[2]

Continued online
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Notice: All church activities may be internet streamed, video recorded, and photographed for church
uses. Entry on to the church campus or in to any church building constitutes consent to be streamed,
videotaped, or photographed for church purposes.
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