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St. Stephen’s Episcopal Chureh

Saint Stephen's welcomes everyone who wishes to follow Christ, worship
together, grow in faith and share God's love through service to others.

FEAST OF WILLIAM WILBERFORCE
9:30 am Wednesday, 30 July 2025

From Lessor Feasts & Fasts

The life of William Wilberforce refutes the
popular notion that a politician cannot be a
saintly Christian, dedicated to the service of
humanity.

Wilberforce was born into an affluent family
in Hull, Yorkshire, on August 24, 1759, and was
educated at St. John’s College, Cambridge. In
1780, he was elected to the House of Commons,
and he served in it until 1825. He died in
London, July 29, 1833, and was buried in
Westminster Abbey.

His conversion to an evangelical Christian
life occurred in 1784, several years after he
entered Parliament. Fortunately, he was induced
by his friends not to abandon his political
activities after this inward change in his life, but
thereafter he steadfastly refused to accept high
office or a peerage.

He gave himself unstintingly to the
promotion of overseas missions, popular
education, and the reformation of public
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Opening Acclamation:

Presider: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Presider Let us pray:

All: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest, you are seated at the right hand of

and peace to his people on earth. the Father:
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty  receive our prayer.

God and Father, For you alone are the Holy One,
we worship you, we give you you alone are the Lord,
thanks, you alone are the Most High,
we praise you for your glory. Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
Lord Jesus Christ, in the glory of God the
only Son of the Father, Father. Amen.
Lord God, Lamb of God,

you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;

The Collect:

Presider: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Presider: Let us pray

All: Let your continual mercy, O Lord, kindle in your Church the never-
failing gift of love; that, following the example of your servant William
Wilberforce, we may have grace to defend the poor, and maintain the
cause of those who have no helper; for the sake of him who gave his life
for us, your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.



LITURGY OF THE WORD: (Please be seated for the lessons)
The First Lesson - A Reading from 2 Samuel (12:1-10):

The Lord sent Nathan to David. He came to him, and said to him,
“There were two men in a certain city, the one rich and the other poor. The rich
man had very many flocks and herds; but the poor man had nothing but one
little ewe lamb, which he had bought. He brought it up, and it grew up with him
and with his children; it used to eat of his meager fare, and drink from his cup,
and lie in his bosom, and it was like a daughter to him. Now there came a
traveler to the rich man, and he was loath to take one of his own flock or herd to
prepare for the wayfarer who had come to him, but he took the poor man’s
lamb, and prepared that for the guest who had come to him.” Then David’s
anger was greatly kindled against the man. He said to Nathan, “As the Lord
lives, the man who has done this deserves to die; he shall restore the lamb
fourfold, because he did this thing, and because he had no pity.”

Nathan said to David, “You are the man! Thus says the Lord, the God
of Israel: I anointed you king over Israel, and I rescued you from the hand of
Saul; I gave you your master’s house, and your master’s wives into your bosom,
and gave you the house of Israel and of Judah; and if that had been too little, I
would have added as much more. Why have you despised the word of the Lord,
to do what is evil in his sight? You have struck down Uriah the Hittite with the
sword, and have taken his wife to be your wife, and have killed him with the
sword of the Ammonites. Now therefore the sword shall never depart from your
house, for you have despised me, and have taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to
be your wife.”

Reader The Word of the Lord People Thanks be to God

The Psalm

Psalm 35:23-28

23 Awake, arise, to my cause! *
to my defense, my God and my Lord!

24 Give me justice, O Lord my God,
according to your righteousness; *
do not let them triumph over me.

25 Do not let them say in their hearts,
""Aha! just what we want!" *
Do not let them say, '""We have swallowed him up."

26 Let all who rejoice at my ruin be ashamed and disgraced; *
let those who boast against me be clothed with dismay and shame.
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27 Let those who favor my cause sing out with joy and be glad; *
let them say always, "Great is the Lord,
who desires the prosperity of his servant."

28 And my tongue shall be talking of your righteousness *
and of your praise all the day long.

The Second Lesson - A Reading from the book of James (5:1-6):

Come now, you rich people, weep and wail for the miseries that are coming
to you. Your riches have rotted, and your clothes are moth-eaten. Your gold and
silver have rusted, and their rust will be evidence against you, and it will eat your
flesh like fire. You have laid up treasure for the last days. Listen! The wages of the
laborers who mowed your fields, which you kept back by fraud, cry out, and the
cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord of hosts. You have lived
on the earth in luxury and in pleasure; you have fattened your hearts in a day of
slaughter. You have condemned and murdered the righteous one, who does not
resist you.

Reader The Word of the Lord People Thanks be to God

Gospel Lesson: Matthew (20:1-16)
Deacon: The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in
the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for
the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. When he went out about nine
o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; and he said to them, ‘You
also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.” So they went.
When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same.
And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing around; and he said
to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ They said to him, ‘Because no
one has hired us.” He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.” When evening
came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give
them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.” When those
hired about five o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage. Now
when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also
received the usual daily wage. And when they received it, they grumbled against
the landowner, saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made
them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’
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But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not
agree with me for the usual daily wage? Take what belongs to you and go; I
choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I
choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ So
the last will be first, and the first will be last.”Deacon:

The Gospel of the Lord People: Praise be to you, Lord Christ

Homily

Nicene Creed (Traditional) All say together
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true
God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all
things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death
and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his
kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped
and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world
to come. Amen.



Prayers of the People Form VI

Leader:

People:

Leader:

People:

Leader:

People:

Leader:

People:

Leader:

People:

Leader:

People:

Leader:

People:

Leader:

Leader
People

Leader:

Leader

People:

Leader:

Leader:

People:

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. For all people in their daily life and
work;

For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
For this community, the nation, and the world;
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.

For the just and proper use of your creation;

For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;

For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.

For the peace and unity of the Church of God;

For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.

For Sean, our Presiding Bishop, and, Jennifer our Bishop; and for all
bishops and other ministers;

For all who serve God in his Church.

In the Diocesan cycle of prayer, we pray for St. Peters, in Litchfield Park

In the Anglican cycle of prayer, we pray for The Diocese on the Niger —
The Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion)

We pray also for the Apache and Tahono O’Odom first-peoples
who call this area their home

For neighbors near and far that God may bless and keep them.
For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.

(The People may add their own petitions, aloud or silently)

Hear us, Lord;

For your mercy is great.

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.

(The People may add their own thanksgivings, aloud or silently)
We will exalt you, O God our King;

And praise your Name for ever and ever.

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal
kingdom. (people remember those who have died)

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;

Who put their trust in you.



Confession of Sin
Deacon: We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.
(a short pause)

All: Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; in your compassion
forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things done and left undone;
and so uphold us by your Spirit that we may live and serve you in
newness of life, to the honor and glory of your Name; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Absolution

Presider: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through
our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness and by the power of
the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen

Exchange of the Peace
Presider The peace of the Lord be always with you.
All And also with you.
The Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.

The Offertory
Presider: Walk in love as Christ loved us and gave himself as a offering and
sacrifice to God.

Doxology (Hymn #380 v. 3)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise him all creatures here below
Praise him above ye heavenly host
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

The Holy Communion
The Great Thanksgiving Rite Il C
Presider The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Presider Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.
Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Presider: God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and
praise.
People: Glory to you for ever and ever.
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At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space,
galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth,
our island home.

By your will they were created and have their being.
From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with

memory, reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned
against you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one another.

Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.

Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you
revealed your righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son,
born of a woman, to fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and
peace.

By his blood, he reconciled us. By his wounds, we are healed.

And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets,
apostles, and martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to
you in hope, to proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn:

Sanctus -
Holy, Holy, Holy my Heart, my Heart, adores you!
My Heart is glad to say the words,
You are Holy, Lord.
Presider continues:

And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people
by water and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them (+) by
your Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread,
and gave it to his friends, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me."

After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, "Drink this, all of
you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me."

Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this
sacrifice of thanksgiving:

We celebrate his death and resurrection,
as we await the day of his coming.

Lord God of our Fathers: God of Sarah and Abraham, Rebekah and Isaac,
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Rachel and Jacob; God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see
your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the presumption of
coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and not
for renewal.
Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in Christ,
that we may worthily serve the world in his name.
Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.

Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High
Priest, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and
worship, from generation to generation. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Lord’s Prayer(Traditional)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.
Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
(Presider breaks the consecrated bread)
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Invitation to Communion:

Presider: Presider: Come to this table, you who have much faith and you who
would like to have more; you who have been to this sacrament often and you who
have not been for a long time; you who have tried to follow Jesus and you who
have failed. Come, it is Jesus the Christ who invites us to meet him here.

All are welcome and invited to come to The Lord’s Supper and receive communion in this church.
It is gluten free bread and real wine. To dip/intinct your bread into the wine and then consume it,
please come to the left altar rail. To eat your bread and then sip wine from the cup, please come to
the right altar rail. To receive a blessing instead of the bread and wine, come to either rail and cross
your arms over your chest and we will give you a blessing.

Prayers for Birthdays, Anniversaries, Healing, Travel, and Gratitude

Post Communion Prayer

Presider: Let us pray:

All: Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as
living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us
with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now
into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and
serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Benediction:

Presider: May the Spirit of Truth lead you into all truth, giving you grace to
confess Jesus’ ways, truth, and life and to proclaim the wonderful works
of God; and may the blessing of God Almighty: the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Spirit be among you and remain with you now and always.

Amen.
Dismissal
Deacon: People of St. Stephen’s, what does God call us to do?
People: We are called to love and serve.
Deacon: Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in God’s Spirit. Alleluia! Alleluia!
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia, (Alleluia!)
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Continued from front: ) ) o
manners and morals. He also supported parliamentary reform and Catholic emancipation.

Above all, his fame rests upon his persistent, uncompromising, and single-minded crusade for
the abolition of slavery and the slave-trade.

That sordid traffic was abolished in 1807. He died just one month before Parliament put an
end to slavery in the British dominions. One of the last letters written by John Wesley was
addressed to Wilberforce. In it Wesley gave him his blessing for his noble enterprise.

Wilberforce’s eloquence as a speaker, his charm in personal address, and his profound
religious spirit, made him a formidable power for good; and his countrymen came to recognize
in him a man of heroic greatness. More From Wikipedia the free encyclopedia

William Wilberforce (24 August 1759 — 29 July 1833) was a British politician,
philanthropist, and a leader of the movement to abolish the Atlantic slave trade. A native of
Kingston upon Hull, Yorkshire, he began his political career in 1780, and became an
independent Member of Parliament (MP) for Yorkshire (1784—1812). In 1785, he underwent a
conversion experience and became an Evangelical Anglican, which resulted in major changes
to his lifestyle and a lifelong concern for reform.

In 1787, Wilberforce came into contact with Thomas Clarkson and a group of activists
against the transatlantic slave trade, including Granville Sharp, Hannah More and Charles
Middleton. They persuaded Wilberforce to take on the cause of abolition, and he became a
leading English abolitionist. He headed the parliamentary campaign against the British slave
trade for 20 years until the passage of the Slave Trade Act 1807.

Wilberforce was convinced of the importance of religion, morality and education. He was
involved in causes and campaigns such as the Society for the Suppression of Vice, British
missionary work in India, the creation of a free colony in Sierra Leone, the foundation of the
Church Mission Society and the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. His
underlying conservatism led him to support politically and socially repressive legislation, and
resulted in criticism that he was ignoring injustices at home while campaigning for the
enslaved abroad.

Wilberforce played a central role in the campaign for the complete abolition of slavery and
continued his involvement after 1826, when he resigned from Parliament because of health
issues. That campaign led to the Slavery Abolition Act 1833, which abolished slavery in most
of the British Empire. Wilberforce died just three days after hearing that the passage of the act
through Parliament was assured. He was buried in Westminster Abbey, close to his friend
William Pitt the Younger.

Early life and education

Wilberforce was born in Hull, in Yorkshire, England, on 24 August 1759.[1] He was the
only son of Robert Wilberforce (1728-1768), a wealthy merchant, and his wife, Elizabeth Bird
(1730-1798). His grandfather, William (1690-1774),[2][3] had made the family fortune in the
maritime trade with Baltic countries.[a][4] He was twice elected mayor of Hull.[5]

Wilberforce was a small, sickly and delicate child with poor eyesight.[6] In 1767, he began
attending Hull Grammar School,[7] which at the time was headed by Joseph Milner, who
would become a lifelong friend.[8] Wilberforce profited from the supportive atmosphere at the

» Continued online
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Notice: All church activities may be internet streamed, video recorded, and photographed for church
uses. Entry on to the church campus or in to any church building constitutes consent to be streamed,
videotaped, or photographed for church purposes.

2750 Cardinal Dr. Sierra Vista, AZ 85635
https://ststephensaz.org
520-458-4432

ST. STEPHEN’S

EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Rector: Allison Cornell dottie85635@gmail.com  Junior wardens:

Off. Phone: 520-458-4432 Sherry Simon Pete Criscuolo

Mobile: 562-743-3784 sherrytsimon@gmail.com petesacct2014@gmail.com

RevAllison@ststephensaz.org  (520)-210-2026 Cell: 520-234-7687

Parish Administrator Church Accompanist : & Timothy Holsonback

Mark Sowards Doreen Oberg , holsonback@cox.net

Off. Phone 520-458-4432 doreenoberg@hotmail.com 52(/459-1937

Mobile: 408-892-1062 Vestry Staff Treasurer:

Mark.sowards@ststephensaz.org?:&llg;egarden: Anne Roth

Office Fax: 520-458-8237  ‘cffrov5454speer(@omail S%ﬁ?ﬁgigﬁg a581t i

Rev. Deacons: Cell:(520) 678-5688 ve. :

Dorothy Gutwein Please leave voicemail message

Hm: 520-515-9183

Welcome Visitor!!! D I_nf;) I_Jp.dzze. - &}Elr.lg_El.lV;l(;p;s D_ lel-N_exx;sie-tte_r D

Please leave your name and | . Name

contact info below.If you’d I (firsty (Mt (tasy I

like to speak with someone, |- - Cell I

please check 2 |

here D E -~ . Email: Anv. Date -
j Email: I

Or you can also [f% : BrthDate .

use the QRC X | ) I

here to fill this ouE"" = 1. Adrs: "

online. ' City, St., Zip: , 5 I

- = s mmow 12— ------------------- -’


https://ststephensaz.org
mailto:dottie85635@gmail.com
mailto:doreenoberg@hotmail.com
mailto:jeffrey5454speer@gmail.com
mailto:RevAllison@ststephensaz.org
mailto:mark.sowards@ststephensaz.org
mailto:petesacct2014@gmail.com
mailto:holsonback@cox.net
mailto:avd.roth@comcast.net

