Prelcome to St. Stephen’s Episcopal Chureh
Saint Stephen's welcomes everyone who wishes to follow Christ, worship together,
grow in faith and share God's love through service to others.

TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
MORNING PRAYER
10 am Sunday, 31 Aug 2025

Y

Keep on loving one another as brothers and sisters.
- Do not forget to show hospitality to strangers,
for by s0 doing some people have shown hospitality
to angels without knowing it. Continue to remember
those in prison as if you were together with them
in prison, and those who are mistreated, as if you
youraelves were suffering. | 00 bR
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HEBREWS 13
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Prelude: “Come Thou O Traveler unknown”, from tune Vernon by Lucius

Welcome and Announcements - ’ Deacon Dottie Gutwein



Opening Hymn: “Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God Almighty” #362

Opening Sentences (Please stand as you are able)

Leader: Send out your light and your truth, that they may lead me, and bring
me to your holy hill and to your dwelling. (Psalm 43:3)

Confession of Sin
Deacon/Leader: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

(Short Silence may be kept.)

All: Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left
undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the
sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may
delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of
your Name. Amen.

Deacon/Leader: Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the
power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.

The Invitatory and Psalter
Leader:  Lord, open our lips.
People: And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

All: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it
was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Jubilate (For the Gloria):

Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; * serve the Lord with gladness

and come before his presence with a song.
Know this: The Lord himself is God; *

he himself has made us, and we are his;

we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.
Enter his gates with thanksgiving;

go into his courts with praise; *

give thanks to him and call upon his Name. For
the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting; *

and his faithfulness endures from age to age.



LITURGY OF THE WORD: (Please be seated for the lessons)
First Lesson: A Reading from the Book of Jeremiah (2:4-13):
Hear the word of the Lord, O house of Jacob, and all the families of the house

of Israel. Thus says the Lord:

What wrong did your ancestors find in
me
that they went far from me,

and went after worthless things, and
became worthless themselves?

They did not say, "Where is the Lord
who brought us up from the land of
Egypt,

who led us in the wilderness,
in a land of deserts and pits,

in a land of drought and deep darkness,
in a land that no one passes through,
where no one lives?"

I brought you into a plentiful land
to eat its fruits and its good things.

Buit wgen you entered you defiled my
and,
and made my heritage an
abomination.

The priests did not say, "Where is the
Lord?"
Those who handle the law did not
know me;

the rulers transgressed against me;
the prophets prophesied by Baal,and
went after things that do not profit.

Reader The Word of the Lord People

Therefore once more I accuse you,
says the Lord, .
and I accuse your children's
children.

Cross to the coasts of Cyprus and
look,
send to Kedar and examine with
care;
see 1f there has ever been such a
thing.

Has a nation changed its gods, even
though they are no gods?

But my people have changed their

glory .
or something that does not profit.

Be appalled, O heavens, at this,be
shocked, be utterly desolate, says
the Lord,

for my people have committed two
evils:
they have forsaken me,

the fountain of living water,
and dug out cisterns for
themselves,

cracked cisterns
that can hold no water.

Thanks be to God



The PSALM:
Psalm 81:1, 10-16

1 Sing with joy to God our strength *
and raise a loud shout to the God of Jacob.

10 I am the Lord your God,
who brought you out of the land of Egypt and said, *
"Open your mouth wide, and I will fill it."

11 And yet my people did not hear my voice, *
and Israel would not obey me.

12 So I gave them over to the stubbornness of their hearts, *
to follow their own devices.

13 Oh, that my people would listen to me! *
that Israel would walk in my ways!

14 1 should soon subdue their enemies *
and turn my hand against their foes.

15 Those who hate the Lord would cringe before him, *
and their punishment would last for ever.

16 But Israel would I feed with the finest wheat *
and satisfy him with honey from the rock.

Second Lesson: A Reading from Hebrews (13:1-8, 15-16):

Let mutual love continue. Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for
by doing that some have entertained angels without knowing it. Remember those
who are in prison, as though you were in prison with them; those who are being
tortured, as though you yourselves were being tortured. Let marriage be held in
honor by all, and let the marriage bed be kept undefiled; for God will judge
fornicators and adulterers. Keep your lives free from the love of money, and be
content with what you have; for he has said, "I will never leave you or forsake
you." So we can say with confidence,

"The Lord is my helper;
I will not be afraid.

What can anyone do to me?"

Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; consider
the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith. Jesus Christ is the same
yesterday and today and forever.



Through him, then, let us continually offer a sacrifice of praise to God, that is,
the fruit of lips that confess his name. Do not neglect to do good and to share
what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.

Reader The Word of the Lord People Thanks be to God

Gospel Lesson: Luke (14:1, 7-14)  (Please stand as you are able)
Deacon: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke:
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ

On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the
Pharisees to eat a meal on the sabbath, they were watching him closely.

When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told them a
parable. "When you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit
down at the place of honor, in case someone more distinguished than you has
been invited by your host; and the host who invited both of you may come and
say to you, 'Give this person your place,' and then in disgrace you would start to
take the lowest place. But when you are invited, go and sit down at the lowest
place, so that when your host comes, he may say to you, 'Friend, move up
higher'; then you will be honored in the presence of all who sit at the table with
you. For all who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble
themselves will be exalted."

He said also to the one who had invited him, "When you give a luncheon or a
dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich
neighbors, in case they may invite you in return, and you would be repaid. But
when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind.
And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at
the resurrection of the righteous."

Deacon: The Gospel of the Lord
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ

Reflection on readings Deacon Dottie Gutwein

The Apostles Creed:

Deacon/Leader: Let us say together the Apostles’ Creed:
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth; I
believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by
the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the

dead. On the third day he rose again.
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He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers

Leader  The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Leader  Let us pray.

The Collect of the day

All: Lord of all power and might, the author and giver of all good
things: Graft in our hearts the love of your Name; increase in us true
religion; nourish us with all goodness; and bring forth in us the fruit of
good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever. Amen.

The Suffrages (A)
V. Show us your mercy, O Lord;
R. And grant us your salvation.
V. Clothe your ministers with righteousness;
R. Let your people sing with joy.
V. Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;
R. For only in you can we live in safety.
V. Lord, keep this nation under your care;
R. And guide us in the way of justice and truth.
V. Let your way be known upon earth;
R. Your saving health among all nations.
V. Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;
R. Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.
V. Create 1n us clean hearts, O God;
R. And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.

Exchange of the Peace
Presider The peace of the Lord be always with you.
All And also with you.
The Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.
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The Offertory
Presider: Walk in love as Christ loved us and gave himself as a offering and
sacrifice to God.

Offertory Hymn: “We Come with Joy” G#706
Collect for Guidance

Leader: O God, the King eternal, whose light divides the day from the night
and turns the shadow of death into the morning: Drive far from us all wrong
desires, incline our hearts to keep your law, and guide our feet into the way of
peace; that, having done your will with cheerfulness during the day, we may,
when night comes, rejoice to give you thanks; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

Other Intercessions and Thanksgivings:

Birthdays, Anniversaries, Healing, Travel, Gratitude

Prayer of St. Chrysostom  (All in unison)

Leader: Let us Pray

All: Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord
to make our common supplication to you; and you have promised through
your well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his
Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires
and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge
of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.

Closing Hymn: “Take My Life and Let It Be”  {see insert back of announcements}
Dismissal
Deacon/Leader: People of St. Stephen’s, what does God call us to do?

People: We are called to love and serve.
Deacon/Leader: Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia! Alleluia!
People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia, (Alleluia!)

Postlude: “The Steadfast Love of the Lord”, by Edith McNeil”



Notice: All church activities may be internet streamed, video recorded, and photographed for church
uses. Entry on to the church campus or in to any church building constitutes consent to be streamed,
videotaped, or photographed for church purposes.

2750 Cardinal Dr. Sierra Vista, AZ 85635
https://ststephensaz.org
520-458-4432
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