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St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church
Saint Stephen's welcomes everyone who wishes to follow Christ, worship together, 

grow in faith and share God's love through service to others.
FEAST OF THOMAS GALLAUDET & HENRY WINTER SYLE

9:30 am Wednesday, 27 Aug 2025
MORNING PRAYER

Welcome and Announcements - Deacon Dottie Gutwein

Ministry to the deaf in the Episcopal Church 
begins with Thomas Gallaudet and his protégé, 
Henry Winter Syle. Without Gallaudet’s genius 
and zeal for the spiritual well-being of deaf 
persons, it is improbable that a history of 
ministry to the deaf in the Episcopal Church 
could be written. He has been called “The 
Apostle to the Deaf.” Gallaudet was born June 3, 
1822, in Hartford. He was the eldest son of 
Thomas Hopkins Gallaudet, founder of the West 
Hartford School
for the Deaf, and his wife, Sophia, who was deaf. 
After graduating from Trinity College in 
Hartford, Connecticut, Thomas announced his 
desire to become a priest in the Episcopal 
Church. His father, who was a Congregationalist 
minister, prevailed upon him to postpone a final 
decision, and to accept a teaching position in the 
New York Institution for Deaf-Mutes. There he 
met and married a deaf woman named Elizabeth 
Budd.

From Lessor Feasts & Fasts
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Opening Sentences (Please stand as you are able)
Leader: Send out your light and your truth, that they may lead me, and bring

me to your holy hill and to your dwelling. (Psalm 43:3)

Confession of Sin
Deacon/Leader: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
(Short Silence may be kept.)
All:  Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left 
undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the 
sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may 
delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of
your Name. Amen.

Deacon/Leader: Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the 
power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.

The Invitatory and Psalter
Leader: Lord, open our lips.
People: And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
All: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it 

was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Jubilate (For the Gloria):
Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; * serve the Lord with gladness

and come before his presence with a song. 
Know this: The Lord himself is God; *

he himself has made us, and we are his;
we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.

Enter his gates with thanksgiving;
go into his courts with praise; *
give thanks to him and call upon his Name. For 

the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting; *
and his faithfulness endures from age to age.
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LITURGY OF THE WORD: (Please be seated for the lessons)
First Lesson: A Reading from the Book of Isaiah (35:1-7):

Strengthen the feeble hands,
    steady the knees that give way;
 say to those with fearful hearts,
    “Be strong, do not fear;
your God will come,
    he will come with vengeance;
with divine retribution
    he will come to save you.”

Then will the eyes of the blind be opened
    and the ears of the deaf unstopped.
Then will the lame leap like a deer,
    and the mute tongue shout for joy.
Water will gush forth in the wilderness
    and streams in the desert.

Reader The Word of the Lord People Thanks be to God
The PSALM:

Psalm 25:7-14 (read in unison)
7 Do not remember the sins of my youth     

and my rebellious ways;      
according to your love remember me,      
for you, Lord, are good.

8 Good and upright is the Lord;       
therefore he instructs sinners in his ways.

9 He guides the humble in what is right       
and teaches them his way.

10 All the ways of the Lord are loving and faithful     
toward those who keep the demands of his covenant.

11 For the sake of your name, Lord,      
forgive my iniquity, though it is great.

12 Who, then, are those who fear the Lord?     
He will instruct them in the ways they should choose.[a]

13 They will spend their days in prosperity,     
and their descendants will inherit the land.

14 The Lord confides in those who fear him;      
he makes his covenant known to them.
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Second Lesson: A Reading from 2Thessalonians (1:3–4) 
We must always give thanks to God for you, brothers and sisters, as is right, 

because your faith is growing abundantly, and the love of everyone of you for one 
another is increasing. Therefore we ourselves boast of you among the churches of 
God for your steadfastness and faith during all your persecutions and the 
afflictions that you are enduring. 

Reader The Word of the Lord People Thanks be to God

Gospel Lesson: Mark (7:31–37) (Please stand as you are able)
Deacon: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark: 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ

Jesus returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards the 
Sea of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. They brought to Jesus a deaf man 
who had an impediment in his speech; and they begged him to lay his hand on 
him. He took him aside in private, away from the crowd, and put his fingers into 
his ears, and he spat and touched his tongue. Then looking up to heaven, he 
sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” And immediately his 
ears were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. Then Jesus 
ordered them to tell no one; but the more he ordered them, the more zealously 
they proclaimed it. They were astounded beyond measure, saying, “He has done 
everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear and the mute to speak.”
Deacon:  The Gospel of the Lord
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ

Reflection on readings  Deacon Dottie Gutwein
The Apostles Creed:

Deacon/Leader: Let us say together the Apostles’ Creed:
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth; I 
believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by

the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the
dead. On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.
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The Prayers
Leader The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Leader Let us pray.
All:  O Loving God, whose will it is that everyone should come to you 

and be saved: We bless your holy Name for your servants Thomas 
Gallaudet and Henry Winter Syle, and we pray that you will continually 
move your Church to respond in love to the needs of all people; through 
Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Suffrages (A)
V. Show us your mercy, O Lord;
R. And grant us your salvation.
V. Clothe your ministers with righteousness;
R. Let your people sing with joy.
V. Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;
R. For only in you can we live in safety.
V. Lord, keep this nation under your care;
R. And guide us in the way of justice and truth.
V. Let your way be known upon earth;
R. Your saving health among all nations.
V. Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;
R. Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.
V. Create in us clean hearts, O God;
R. And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.

Collect for Guidance
Leader: O God, the King eternal, whose light divides the day from the night

and turns the shadow of death into the morning: Drive far from us all wrong 
desires, incline our hearts to keep your law, and guide our feet into the way of 
peace; that, having done your will with cheerfulness during the day, we may, 
when night comes, rejoice to give you thanks; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.
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Other Intercessions and Thanksgivings:
Birthdays, Anniversaries, Healing, Travel, Gratitude

Prayer of St. Chrysostom (All in unison)
Leader: Let us Pray
All:  Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one 

accord to make our common supplication to you; and you have 
promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or three are 
gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill 
now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting 
us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life 
everlasting.  Amen.

Deacon/Leader: People of St. Stephen’s, what does God call us to do?
People: We are called to love and serve.
Deacon/Leader: Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia!
People: Thanks be to God.     Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Deacon/Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and 

the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all for evermore. Amen.
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Gallaudet was ordained as a deacon in 1850 and served his diaconate at St. Stephen’s Church, 
where he established a Bible class for deaf persons. Ordained as a priest in 1851, Gallaudet 
became Assistant Rector at St. Ann’s Church, where he conceived a plan for establishing a 
church that would be a spiritual home for deaf people. This became a reality the following year, 
with the founding of St. Ann’s Church for Deaf-Mutes. The congregation was able to purchase a 
church building in 1859, and it became a center for missionary work to the deaf continuing into 
its merger with the parish of Calvary-St. George in 1976. As a result of this ministry, mission 
congregations were established in many cities.
Gallaudet died on August 27, 1902.

Continued from front:

Continued online

One fruit of Gallaudet’s ministry was Henry Winter 
Syle. Born in China, he had lost his hearing as a young 
child as the result of scarlet fever. Educated at Trinity 
College, Hartford; St. John’s College, Cambridge, 
England; and Yale University, Syle was a brilliant 
student, who persisted in his determination to obtain an 
education in spite of his deafness and fragile health. He 
was encouraged by Gallaudet to offer himself for 
ordination as a priest, and was supported in that call by 
Bishop William Bacon Stevens of Pennsylvania, against 
the opposition of many who believed that the 
impairment of one of the senses was an impediment to 
ordination. Syle was ordained as a deacon in 1876, the 
first deaf person to be ordained in this church, and later 
ordained as a priest in 1883. In 1888, he built All Souls 
Church for the Deaf in Philadelphia, the first Episcopal 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Hopkins_Gallaudet
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2750 Cardinal Dr. Sierra Vista, AZ 85635 
https://ststephensaz.org

520-458-4432

Notice: All church activities may be internet streamed, video recorded, and photographed for church 
uses. Entry on to the church campus or in to any church building constitutes consent to be streamed, 
videotaped, or photographed for church purposes.

Rev Dcn Sherry Simon
sherrytsimon@gmail.com 
(520)-210-2026
Church Accompanist :
Doreen Oberg
doreenoberg@hotmail.com
Vestry Staff
Senior Warden:
Jeff Speer
jeffrey5454speer@gmail
Cell:(520) 678-5688

Rector: 

Parish Administrator
Mark Sowards
Off. Phone 520-458-4432 
Mobile: 408-892-1062
Mark.sowards@ststephensaz.org
Office Fax: 520-458-8237
Rev. Deacons:
Rev Dcn Dorothy Gutwein
Hm: 520-515-9183 
dottie85635@gmail.com

Junior wardens:
Pete Criscuolo
petesacct2014@gmail.com
Cell: 520-234-7687
& Timothy Holsonback
holsonback@cox.net
520/459-1937
Treasurer:
Anne Roth
Cell:303/917-8151 
avd.roth@comcast.net

Welcome Visitor!!!
Please leave your name and
contact info below. If you’d 
like to speak with someone, 
please check
here
Or you can also 
use the QRC
here to fill this out 
online.

Anv. Date _______________

BrthDate ________________

Info Update Giving Envelopes Mail News Letter

Name______________________________________________
(first) (Mid.) (Last)

Hm:____________________ Cell_______________________

Email:___________________________

Adrs:______________________________________________ 

City, St., Zip: ____________________, ________,_________
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