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St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church
Saint Stephen's welcomes everyone who wishes to follow Christ, worship together, 

grow in faith and share God's love through service to others.
FEAST OF ANNA ELLISON BUTLER ALEXANDER

9:30 am Wednesday, 24 Sep 2025
MORNING PRAYER

Welcome and Announcements - Deacon Dottie Gutwein

Anna Ellison Butler Alexander was the 
youngest of 11 children, born to recently 
emancipated slaves Aleck and Daphne Alexander 
on Butler Plantation in MacIntosh County, 
Georgia, in 1865. Her parents were devout 
Episcopalians, and they also instilled in their 
children a love of learning. Anna became a 
teacher, and eventually the only African 
American to be consecrated as a deaconess in the 
Episcopal Church.

Anna dedicated herself to working for the 
education of African American children in poor 
communities. First she helped to found and to 
run St. Cyprian’s School at St. Cyprian’s 
Episcopal Church in Darien, and in 1902 she 
founded a school at Good Shepherd Church in 
rural Glynn County’s Pennick community, where 
she taught children to read—by tradition, from 
the Book of Common Prayer and the Bible—in a 
one-room schoolhouse. The school was later 
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Opening Sentences (Please stand as you are able)
Leader: Send out your light and your truth, that they may lead me, and bring

me to your holy hill and to your dwelling. (Psalm 43:3)

Confession of Sin
Deacon/Leader: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
(Short Silence may be kept.)
All:  Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left 
undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the 
sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may 
delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of
your Name. Amen.

Deacon/Leader: Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the 
power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.

The Invitatory and Psalter
Leader: Lord, open our lips.
People: And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
All: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it 

was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Jubilate (For the Gloria):
Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; * serve the Lord with gladness

and come before his presence with a song. 
Know this: The Lord himself is God; *

he himself has made us, and we are his;
we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.

Enter his gates with thanksgiving;
go into his courts with praise; *
give thanks to him and call upon his Name. For 

the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting; *
and his faithfulness endures from age to age.



3

LITURGY OF THE WORD: (Please be seated for the lessons)
First Lesson: A Reading from the Book of Deuteronomy (6:4-9):

Hear, O Israel: The Lord is our God, the Lord alone. You shall love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 
might. Keep these words that I am commanding you today in your heart. Recite 
them to your children and talk about them when you are at home and when you 
are away, when you lie down and when you rise. Bind them as a sign on your 
hand, fix them as an emblem on your forehead, and write them on the doorposts 
of your house and on your gates.
Reader The Word of the Lord People Thanks be to God
The PSALM:

Psalm 78:1-7 (read in unison)
1 Hear my teaching, O my people; *     

incline your ears to the words of my mouth.
2 I will open my mouth in a parable; *      

I will declare the mysteries of ancient times.
3 That which we have heard and known,    

and what our forefathers have told us, *    
we will not hide from their children.

4 We will recount to generations to come    
the praiseworthy deeds and the power of the Lord, *   
and the wonderful works he has done.

5 He gave his decrees to Jacob      
and established a law for Israel, *     
which he commanded them to teach their children;

6 That the generations to come might know,    
and the children yet unborn; *     
that they in their turn might tell it to their children;

7 So that they might put their trust in God, *    
and not forget the deeds of God,     
but keep his commandments;

Second Lesson: A Reading from 2 Timothy (3:14-4:5):
As for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed, 

knowing from whom you learned it, and how from childhood you have known 
the sacred writings that are able to instruct you for salvation through faith in 
Christ Jesus. All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for 
reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, so that everyone who 
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belongs to God may be proficient, equipped for every good work.
In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the 

dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I solemnly urge you: 
proclaim the message; be persistent whether the time is favorable or unfavorable; 
convince, rebuke, and encourage, with the utmost patience in teaching. For the 
time is coming when people will not put up with sound doctrine, but having 
itching ears, they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own 
desires, and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander away to myths. 
As for you, always be sober, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, carry 
out your ministry fully.
Reader: The Word of the Lord  People Thanks be to God

Gospel Lesson: Matthew (11:25-30)   (Please stand as you are able)
Deacon: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John: 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ

Jesus said, "I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have 
hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to 
infants; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. All things have been handed 
over to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no 
one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to 
reveal him.

"Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I 
will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle 
and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, 
and my burden is light."
Deacon:  The Gospel of the Lord    People: Praise to you, Lord Christ

Reflection on readings  Deacon Dorothy Gutwein
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The Apostles Creed:
Deacon/Leader: Let us say together the Apostles’ Creed:

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth; I 
believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by

the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the
dead. On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.
The Prayers
Leader The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Leader Let us pray.
All:  Loving God, who called Anna Alexander as a deaconess in your 

church: Grant us the wisdom to teach the gospel of Christ to whomever 
we meet, by word and by example, that all may come to the 
enlightenment that you intend for your people; through Jesus Christ, 
our Teacher and Savior. Amen.

The Suffrages (A)
V. Show us your mercy, O Lord;
R. And grant us your salvation.
V. Clothe your ministers with righteousness;
R. Let your people sing with joy.
V. Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;
R. For only in you can we live in safety.
V. Lord, keep this nation under your care;
R. And guide us in the way of justice and truth.
V. Let your way be known upon earth;
R. Your saving health among all nations.
V. Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;
R. Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.
V. Create in us clean hearts, O God;
R. And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.

Exchange of the Peace
Presider  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
All  And also with you.
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The Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.
The Offertory
Presider: Walk in love as Christ loved us and gave himself as a offering and 

sacrifice to God.
Doxology   Praise God from whom all blessings flow

Praise him all creatures here below
Praise him above ye heavenly host

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.
Collect for Guidance
Leader: O God, the King eternal, whose light divides the day from the night
and turns the shadow of death into the morning: Drive far from us all wrong 

desires, incline our hearts to keep your law, and guide our feet into the way of 
peace; that, having done your will with cheerfulness during the day, we may, 
when night comes, rejoice to give you thanks; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.
Prayer for St. Stephen’s:
Presider: Almighty God, giver of every good gift; look graciously on your 
church, and so guide the minds of our search committee, wardens, and vestry, 
who are in discernment for St. Stephen's church, Sierra Vista,  that we may 
receive a faithful pastor, who will care for your people and equip us for our 
ministries;  through Jesus Christ our Lord.     Amen 

Other Intercessions and Thanksgivings:
Birthdays, Anniversaries, Healing, Travel, Gratitude

Prayer of St. Chrysostom (All in unison)
Leader: Let us Pray
All:  Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one 
accord to make our common supplication to you; and you have promised 
through your well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered 
together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, 
our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world 
knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting.  Amen.

Deacon/Leader: People of St. Stephen’s, what does God call us to do?
People: We are called to love and serve.
Deacon/Leader: Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia!
People: Thanks be to God.     Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Deacon/Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and 

the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all for evermore. Amen.
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expanded to two rooms with a loft where Anna lived.
In 1907, she was consecrated as a deaconess by Bishop C. K. Nelson. Deaconess Alexander 

served in difficult times, however. The Diocese of Georgia segregated its congregations in 1907 
and African American congregations were not invited to another diocesan convention until 1947. 
However, her witness—wearing the distinctive dress of a deaconess, traveling by foot from 
Brunswick through Darien to Pennick, showing care and love for all whom she met—represents 
the best in Christian witness.

The poor white residents of Glynn County also trusted Deaconess Alexander. When the 
Depression hit the rural poor, she became the agent for government and private aid, and Good 
Shepherd Mission served as the distribution center. Locals remember that no one ever questioned 
her as she served the needs of both races in a segregated South. Strictly religious, strictly 
business, Deaconess Alexander commanded respect. White men took off their hats when she 
passed. 

Deaconess Alexander wrote, “I am to see everyone gets what they need . . . some folk don’t 
need help now and I know who they are. The old people and the children, they need the most . . . 
when I tell some they can’t get help just now . . . that others come first, they get mad, a little, but 
I don’t pay no mind and soon they forget to be mad.” She ministered in Pennick for 53 years, 
leaving a legacy of love and devotion that is still felt in Glynn County.

Anna Ellison Butler Alexander (c. 1865 – September 24, 1947) was the first and only 
African-American consecrated a deaconess in the Episcopal Church.[1] She served in the 
Episcopal Diocese of Georgia during her entire career, and may be remembered in the Calendar 
of saints on September 24.[2]

Early life
Alexander was born shortly after the American Civil War on St. Simon's Island, Georgia to 

former slave Daphne Alexander and her husband James Alexander (known by his nickname 
Aleck). Her parents had married in 1841 and Anna became their eleventh and last child.[3] Her 
birth date was not recorded, and she later gave various different dates, in part because she feared 
that she would be forbidden to continue to work in her final years as too old (later diocesan 
records list it as 1878 and her death certificate lists 1880).[4][5]

Her father Aleck was the personal servant and aide of his master, Pierce Mease Butler (1810–
1861), who owned several plantations inherited from his grandfather, founding father and U.S. 
Senator Pierce Butler. Aleck Alexander had learned to read and write (despite state laws to the 
contrary) from Butler's wife, the British actress Fanny Kemble.[4]

Alexander later wrote that her part-Native American paternal grandmother had received her 
freedom after nursing Pierce Mease and his brother John Mease, before they assumed their 
grandfather's surname in order to inherit his plantations.[6]

Her maternal grandmother was from Madagascar, and her mother was the result of a rape by 
a white overseer. Fanny Kemble became estranged from her husband after witnessing such 
activities at his plantations, particularly by that overseer. Kemble wrote the anti-slavery Journal 
of a Residence on a Georgian Plantation in 1838-1839, published in 1863 and which helped 
influence British public opinion against the Confederate cause.[7][8]

More from Wikipedia the free encyclopedia
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2750 Cardinal Dr. Sierra Vista, AZ 85635 
https://ststephensaz.org

520-458-4432

Notice: All church activities may be internet streamed, video recorded, and photographed for church 
uses. Entry on to the church campus or in to any church building constitutes consent to be streamed, 
videotaped, or photographed for church purposes.

Rev Dcn Sherry Simon
sherrytsimon@gmail.com 
(520)-210-2026
Church Accompanist :
Doreen Oberg
doreenoberg@hotmail.com
Vestry Staff
Senior Warden:
Jeff Speer
jeffrey5454speer@gmail
Cell:(520) 678-5688

Rector: 

Parish Administrator
Mark Sowards
Off. Phone 520-458-4432 
Mobile: 408-892-1062
Mark.sowards@ststephensaz.org
Office Fax: 520-458-8237
Rev. Deacons:
Rev Dcn Dorothy Gutwein
Hm: 520-515-9183 
dottie85635@gmail.com

Junior wardens:
Pete Criscuolo
petesacct2014@gmail.com
Cell: 520-234-7687
& Timothy Holsonback
holsonback@cox.net
520/459-1937
Treasurer:
Anne Roth
Cell:303/917-8151 
avd.roth@comcast.net

Welcome Visitor!!!
Please leave your name and
contact info below. If you’d 
like to speak with someone, 
please check
here
Or you can also 
use the QRC
here to fill this out 
online.

Anv. Date _______________

BrthDate ________________

Info Update Giving Envelopes Mail News Letter

Name______________________________________________
(first) (Mid.) (Last)

Hm:____________________ Cell_______________________

Email:___________________________

Adrs:______________________________________________ 

City, St., Zip: ____________________, ________,_________

ST.  STEPHEN’S 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
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