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Saint Stephen's welcomes everyone who wishes to follow Christ, worship together,
grow in faith and share God's love through service to others.

FEAST OF ST. JAMES JESUS’ BROTHER
9:30 am Wednesday, 22 Oct 2025
MORNING PR@&YER From Wikipedia the free encyclopedia

James the Just, or a variation of James,
brother of the Lord (Latin: Iacobus from Hebrew:
w1, Ya'aqov and Ancient Greek: Takmpoc,
Iakobos, can also be Anglicized as "Jacob"), was,
according to the New Testament, a brother of
Jesus. He was the first Jewish bishop of Jerusalem.
Traditionally, it is believed he was martyred either
in 62 AD by being stoned to death on the order of
High Priest Ananus ben Ananus, or in 69 AD by
being thrown off the pinnacle of the Temple by
scribes and Pharisees and then clubbed to death.
James, Joses, Simon, and Judas are mentioned as
the brothers of Jesus as well as two or more
unnamed sisters. (See Matthew 13:55; Mark 6:3.)

Catholics, Orthodox, and some Protestants
teach that James, along with others named in the
New Testament as brothers[b] of Jesus, were not
the biological children of Mary, mother of Jesus,
but were cousins of Jesus,[7] or step-brothers from
a previous marriage of Joseph (as related in the
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Opening Sentences (Please stand as you are able)
Leader: Send out your light and your truth, that they may lead me, and bring
me to your holy hill and to your dwelling. (Psalm 43:3)

Confession of Sin
Deacon/Leader: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

(Short Silence may be kept.)

All: Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left
undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the
sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may
delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of
your Name. Amen.

Deacon/Leader: Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the
power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.

The Invitatory and Psalter
Leader:  Lord, open our lips.
People: And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

All: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it
was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Jubilate (For the Gloria):

Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; * serve the Lord with gladness

and come before his presence with a song.
Know this: The Lord himself is God; *

he himself has made us, and we are his;

we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.
Enter his gates with thanksgiving;

go into his courts with praise; *

give thanks to him and call upon his Name. For
the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting; *

and his faithfulness endures from age to age.

LITURGY OF THE WORD: (Please be seated for the lessons)

First Lesson: A Reading from the Acts (15:12-22a):
All the apostles and elders kept silence, and listened to Barnabas and Paul
as they told of all the signs and wonders that God had done through them
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among the Gentiles. After they finished speaking, James replied, “My brothers,
listen to me. Simeon has related how God first looked favorably on the
Gentiles, to take from among them a people for his name. This agrees with the
words of the prophets, as it is written,

‘After this I will return,

and I will rebuild the dwelling of David, which has fallen;
from its ruins [ will rebuild it, and I will set it up,

so that all other peoples may seek the Lord--
even all the Gentiles over whom my name has been called.

Thus says the Lord, who has been making these things known from long
ago.’

Therefore I have reached the decision that we should not trouble those
Gentiles who are turning to God, but we should write to them to abstain only
from things polluted by idols and from fornication and from whatever has been
strangled and from blood. For in every city, for generations past, Moses has had
those who proclaim him, for he has been read aloud every sabbath in the
synagogues.”

Then the apostles and the elders, with the consent of the whole church,
decided to choose men from among their members and to send them to Antioch
with Paul and Barnabas.

Reader The Word of the Lord People: Thanks be to God

The PSALM: Psalml (read in unison)

1 Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, *
nor lingered in the way of sinners,
nor sat in the seats of the scornful!

2 Their delight is in the law of the Lord, *
and they meditate on his law day and night.

3 They are like trees planted by streams of water,
bearinE fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither; *
everything they do shall prosper.

4 It is not so with the wicked; *
they are like chaff which the wind blows away.

S Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, *
nor the sinner in the council of the righteous.

6 For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, *
but the way of the wicked is doomed.



Second Lesson: A Reading from 1** Corinthians (15:1-11):

I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I proclaimed
to you, which you in turn received, in which also you stand, through which also
you are being saved, if you hold firmly to the message that I proclaimed to you--
unless you have come to believe in vain.

For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: that
Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, and that he was buried,
and that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the scriptures, and that
he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he appeared to more than five
hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most of whom are still alive, though
some have died. Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. Last of all, as
to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. For I am the least of the apostles,
unfit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. But by the
grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me has not been in vain. On
the contrary, I worked harder than any of them--though it was not I, but the grace
of God that is with me. Whether then it was I or they, so we proclaim and so you
have come to believe.

Reader: The Word of the Lord People Thanks be to God

Gospel Lesson: Matthew (13:54-58) (Please stand as you are able)
Deacon: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew:
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ

Jesus came to his hometown and began to teach the people in their
synagogue, so that they were astounded and said, “Where did this man get this
wisdom and these deeds of power? Is not this the carpenter’s son? Is not his
mother called Mary? And are not his brothers James and Joseph and Simon and
Judas? And are not all his sisters with us? Where then did this man get all this?”
And they took offense at him. But Jesus said to them, “Prophets are not without
honor except in their own country and in their own house.” And he did not do
many deeds of power there, because of their unbelief.

Deacon: The Gospel of the Lord People: Praise to you, Lord Christ

Reflection on readings Deacon Sherry Simon



The Apostles Creed:
Deacon/Leader: Let us say together the Apostles’ Creed:

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth; I

believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by
the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the
dead. On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers
Leader  The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.

Leader Let us pray.

All: Grant, O God, that, following the example of your servant James
the Just, brother of our Lord, your Church may give itself continually to
prayer and to the reconciliation of all who are at variance and enmity;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Suffrages (A)
V. Show us your mercy, O Lord;
R. And grant us your salvation.
V. Clothe your ministers with righteousness;
R. Let your people sing with joy.
V. Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;
R. For only in you can we live in safety.
V. Lord, keep this nation under your care;
R. And guide us in the way of justice and truth.
V. Let your way be known upon earth;
R. Your saving health among all nations.
V. Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;
R. Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.
V. Create 1n us clean hearts, O God,;
R. And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.



Exchange of the Peace

Presider The peace of the Lord be always with you.
All And also with you.
The Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.
The Offertory
Presider: Walk in love as Christ loved us and gave himself as a offering and
sacrifice to God.

Doxology Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise him all creatures here below
Praise him above ye heavenly host

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen,

Collect for Guidance

Leader: O God, the King eternal, whose light divides the day from the night
and turns the shadow of death into the morning: Drive far from us all wrong
desires, incline our hearts to keep your law, and guide our feet into the way of

peace; that, having done your will with cheerfulness during the day, we may,

when night comes, rejoice to give you thanks; through Jesus Christ our

Lord. Amen.

Prayer for St. Stephen’s:

Presider: Almighty God, giver of every good gift; look graciously on your
church, and so guide the minds of our search committee, wardens, and vestry,
who are in discernment for St. Stephen's church, Sierra Vista, that we may
receive a faithful pastor, who will care for your people and equip us for our
ministries; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
Other Intercessions and Thanksgivings:
Birthdays, Anniversaries, Healing, Travel, Gratitude

Prayer of St. Chrysostom (All in unison)

Leader: Letus Pray

All: Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one
accord to make our common supplication to you; and you have promised
through your well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered
together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord,
our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world
knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.

Deacon/Leader:  People of St. Stephen’s, what does God call us to do?
People: We are called to love and serve.
Deacon/Leader:  Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia!
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People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Deacon/Leader:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all for evermore. Amen.

Continued from front:

non-canonical Gospel of James).[8][c] Others consider James to be the son of Mary and Joseph.
[12][13]

The Catholic tradition holds that this James is to be identified with James, son of Alphaeus,
and James the Less.[14] It is agreed by most that he should not be confused with James, son of
Zebedee also known as James the Great.[1]

Epithet

Eusebius records that Clement of Alexandria related, "This James, whom the people of old
called the Just because of his outstanding virtue, was the first, as the record tells us, to be elected
to the episcopal throne of the Jerusalem church."[15][16][17] Other epithets are "James the
brother of the Lord, surnamed the Just",[18] and "James the Righteous".

He is sometimes referred to in Eastern Christianity as "James Adelphotheos" (Ancient Greek:
TakwpPog 6 Adelpdbeog), meaning "James the Brother of God". The oldest surviving Christian
liturgy, the Liturgy of St James, uses this epithet.[19]

Leader of the Jerusalem Church
The Jerusalem Church

The Jerusalem Church was an early Christian community located in Jerusalem, of which
James and Peter were leaders. The predominant place and residence of James in the city are
implied by Galatians 1:19. Cyril of Alexandria, as recorded by Eusebius, says: "Peter and James
and John, after the Saviour's ascension, though pre-eminently honored by the Lord, did not
contend for glory, but made James the Just bishop of Jerusalem."[20]

According to Eusebius, the Jerusalem church escaped to Pella during the siege of Jerusalem
by the future Emperor Titus in 70 AD and afterwards returned, having a further series of Jewish
bishops until the Bar Kokhba revolt in 130 AD. Following the second destruction of Jerusalem
and the rebuilding of the city as Aelia Capitolina, subsequent bishops were Greeks.[21]

Leader

James the Just was "from an early date, with Peter, a leader of the Church at Jerusalem and
from the time when Peter left Jerusalem after Herod Agrippa's attempt to kill him, James appears
as the principal authority who presided at the Council of Jerusalem."[22]

The Pauline epistles and the later chapters of the Acts of the Apostles portray James as an
important figure in the Jewish Christian community of Jerusalem. When Paul arrives in
Jerusalem to deliver the money he raised for the faithful there, it is to James that he speaks, and it
is James who insists that Paul ritually cleanse himself at Herod's Temple to prove his faith and
deny rumors of teaching rebellion against the Torah (Acts 21:18). This was a charge of
antinomianism. In Paul's account of his visit to Jerusalem in Galatians 1:18-19, he states that he
stayed with Cephas (better known as Peter) and James, the brother of the Lord, was the only
other apostle he met.

Continued online
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Notice: All church activities may be internet streamed, video recorded, and photographed for church
uses. Entry on to the church campus or in to any church building constitutes consent to be streamed,
videotaped, or photographed for church purposes.
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