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WELCOME TO ST. STEPHEN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
Saint Stephen's welcomes everyone who wishes to follow Christ, worship together, 

grow in faith and share God's love through service to others.
FIFTH  SUNDAY IN  EPIPHANY

Saturday 7 Feb 5pm & Sunday 8 Feb 2026, 10am  

Prelude: "O Rest in the Lord (excerpt from Elĳah), Felix Mendelssohn, arr 
Martha Powell Setchell

Saturday 5pm Sunday 10am
Celebrant/Officiant Fr. Bernal Fr. Bernal

Deacons Dorothy  Gutwein 
 Sherry Simon

Dorothy  Gutwein 
 Sherry Simon

LEM Jeff Speer Maryjane Mahland

Lector Tim Holsonback Renee Olejnicak

Music Director Doreen Oberg
Choir Pat Wick

Renee Olejnicak
Doreen Oberg

 + you

ST.  STEPHEN’S 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
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Processional Hymn:“Praise to the living God! ”,                #372
Lighting of the Advent Wreath   

Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever..
Celebrant:  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen.
Gloria                S279
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Presider:   Lord, have mercy. 
People:   Christ, have mercy. 
Presider:  Lord, have mercy.
The Collect of the Day
Presider: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you. 
Presider & People: Set us free, O God, from the bondage of our sins, and give us 
the liberty of that abundant life which you have made known to us in your Son 
our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever.       Amen.
1st Lesson: A Reading from the Book of Isaiah (58:1-9a)

Shout out, do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet! Announce to my 
people their rebellion, to the house of Jacob their sins. Yet day after day they seek 
me and delight to know my ways, as if they were a nation that practiced 
righteousness and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; they ask of me 
righteous judgments, they delight to draw near to God. “Why do we fast, but you 
do not see? Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?” Look, you serve your 
own interest on your fast day, and oppress all your workers. Look, you fast only to 
quarrel and to fight and to strike with a wicked fist. Such fasting as you do today 
will not make your voice heard on high. Is such the fast that I choose, a day to 
humble oneself? Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush, and to lie in sackcloth 
and ashes? Will you call this a fast, a day acceptable to the Lord? Is not this the fast 
that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of the yoke, to let 
the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? Is it not to share your bread with 
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the hungry, and bring the homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked, 
to cover them, and not to hide yourself from your own kin? Then your light shall 
break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up quickly; your vindicator 
shall go before you, the glory of the Lord shall be your rear guard. Then you shall 
call, and the Lord will answer; you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am.

Reader: The Word of the Lord   People: Thanks be to God 
The Psalm  

Psalm 112:1-9, [10]   Beatus vir
1 Hallelujah! Happy are they who fear the Lord *      

and have great delight in his commandments!
2 Their descendants will be mighty in the land; *

the generation of the upright will be blessed.
3 Wealth and riches will be in their house, *

and their righteousness will last for ever.
4 Light shines in the darkness for the upright; *

the righteous are merciful and full of compassion.
5 It is good for them to be generous in lending *

and to manage their affairs with justice.
6 For they will never be shaken; *

the righteous will be kept in everlasting remembrance.
7 They will not be afraid of any evil rumors; *

their heart is right; they put their trust in the Lord.
8 Their heart is established and will not shrink, *

until they see their desire upon their enemies.
9 They have given freely to the poor, *

and their righteousness stands fast for ever; they will hold up their head 
with honor.

[10 The wicked will see it and be angry; they will gnash their teeth and pine away; *
the desires of the wicked will perish.]

2nd Lesson: Reading from the book of  1 Corinthians (2:1-12, [13-16]):
 When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the 
mystery of God to you in lofty words or wisdom. For I decided to know nothing 
among you except Jesus Christ, and him crucified. And I came to you in weakness 
and in fear and in much trembling. My speech and my proclamation were not with 
plausible words of wisdom, but with a demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so 
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that your faith might rest not on human wisdom but on the power of God.
Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of this 

age or of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to perish. But we speak God’s 
wisdom, secret and hidden, which God decreed before the ages for our glory. None 
of the rulers of this age understood this; for if they had, they would not have 
crucified the Lord of glory. But, as it is written,

“What no eye has seen, nor ear heard,
 nor the human heart conceived,
what God has prepared for those who love him”—

these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches 
everything, even the depths of God. For what human being knows what is truly 
human except the human spirit that is within? So also no one comprehends what is 
truly God’s except the Spirit of God. Now we have received not the spirit of the 
world, but the Spirit that is from God, so that we may understand the gifts bestowed 
on us by God. [And we speak of these things in words not taught by human wisdom 
but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual things to those who are spiritual.

Those who are unspiritual do not receive the gifts of God’s Spirit, for they are 
foolishness to them, and they are unable to understand them because they are 
spiritually discerned. Those who are spiritual discern all things, and they are 
themselves subject to no one else’s scrutiny.

“For who has known the mind of the Lord
 so as to instruct him?” 
But we have the mind of Christ.]

Reader:  The Word of the Lord   People:  Thanks be to God
Sequence Hymn: “There's a wideness in God's mercy”,  #470 Vs 1-2
The Gospel Lesson:   Matthew (5:13-20):
Deacon:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew
People:   Glory to you Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can 
its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and 
trampled under foot. “You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot 
be hid. No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the 
lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light 
shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your 
Father in heaven. “Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; 
I have come not to abolish but to fulfill. For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth 
pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until 
all is accomplished. Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these 
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commandments, and teaches others to do the same, will be called least in the 
kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great 
in the kingdom of heaven. For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that 
of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.”

Deacon:  The Gospel of the Lord.   People:  Praise to you Lord Christ.
Sequence Hymn: “There's a wideness in God's mercy”,  #470  Vs 3

Sermon
Nicene Creed (Traditional)        

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 
God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things 
were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the 
power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was 
made man.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and 
glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come.  Amen.
Prayers of the People: Form III                  
— In the course of the silence after each bidding, the People offer their own prayers, either silently or 
aloud.
Leader: Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
People: That we all may be one.
 Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
 That your Name may be glorified by all people.
 We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;
 That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.
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Leader: We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world
People: That there may be justice and peace on the earth.
 Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
 That our works may find favor in your sight.
 Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
 That they may be delivered from their distress.
 Give to the departed eternal rest.
 Let light perpetual shine upon them.

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.

 Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.
Silence

Prayer for St. Stephen’s:
Deacon and People: Almighty God, giver of every good gift; look graciously on 
your church, and so guide the minds of our search committee, wardens, and 
vestry, who are in discernment for St. Stephen's church, Sierra Vista,  that we 
may receive a faithful pastor, who will care for your people and equip us for 
our ministries;  through Jesus Christ our Lord.    Amen 
The Celebrant adds a concluding collect
Presider: (….)  Amen

Confession of Sin and Absolution
Deacon or Celebrant says: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
(Silence may be kept.)

All: Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name.    Amen. 
The Bishop, when present, or the Priest, stands and says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy 
Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen.
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The Peace:
Presider: The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People: And also with you.
Welcome & announcements

Birthday’s, Prayers of Healing, Blessings and gratitude…..
Offertory sentence;
Presider: (. . . )
Offertory Hymn: “Lord, make us servants of your peace”,     #593
Doxology           (Hymn #380 v. 3)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise him all creatures here below
Praise him above ye heavenly host

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.
The Great Thanksgiving “D”

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People:    And also with you. 

  Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds:
It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; for you alone are 

God, living and true, dwelling in light inaccessible from before time and for ever.
Fountain of life and source of all goodness, you made all things and fill them 

with your blessing; you created them to rejoice in the splendor of your radiance.
Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you night and day; and, 

beholding the glory of your presence, they offer you unceasing praise. Joining with 
them, and giving voice to every creature under heaven, we acclaim you, and glorify 
your Name, as we sing (say),
All: Sanctus - Hymnal 1982 #S-129
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The Celebrant continues: (The people stand, sit, or kneel. )

We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal your 
wisdom and love. You formed us in your own image, giving the whole world into 
our care, so that, in obedience to you, our Creator, we might rule and serve all your 
creatures. When our disobedience took us far from you, you did not abandon us to 
the power of death. In your mercy you came to our help, so that in seeking you we 
might find you. Again and again, you called us into covenant with you, and through 
the prophets you taught us to hope for salvation.

Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent your 
only Son to be our Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, he 
lived as one of us, yet without sin. To the poor he proclaimed the good news of 
salvation; to prisoners, freedom; to the sorrowful, joy. To fulfill your purpose he 
gave himself up to death; and, rising from the grave, destroyed death, and made the 
whole creation new.

And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died and rose 
for us, he sent the Holy Spirit, his own first gift for those who believe, to complete 
his work in the world, and to bring to fulfillment the sanctification of all.

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a 
hand upon it, and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the 
cup and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated.

When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly  Father, 
having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end; at supper 
with them he took bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave 
it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me."
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After supper, he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it 
to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink 
it, do this for the remembrance of me."

Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling Christ's 
death and his descent among the dead, proclaiming his resurrection and ascension 
to your right hand, awaiting his coming in glory; and offering to you, from the gifts 
you have given us, this bread and this cup, we praise you and we bless you.

We praise you, we bless you, we give thanks to you, 
and we pray to you, Lord our God.

The Celebrant continues:

 Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may   descend 
upon us, and upon these gifts, sanctifying them and showing them to be holy gifts 
for your holy people, the bread of life and the cup of salvation, the Body and Blood 
of your Son Jesus Christ.
 Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one spirit, 
a living sacrifice in Christ, to the praise of your Name.
 Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed by the 
blood of your Christ. Reveal its unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in peace.

[Remember (NN. and) all who minister in your Church.]
[Remember all your people, and those who seek your truth.]
[Remember .]
[Remember all who have died in the peace of Christ, and those whose faith is 
known to you alone; bring them into the place of eternal joy and light.]

And grant that we may find our inheritance with [the Blessed Virgin Mary, with 
patriarchs, prophets, apostles, and martyrs, (with Saint    Stephen’s) and] all the 
saints who have found favor with you in ages past. We praise you in union with them 
and give you glory through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours, 
Almighty God and Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever.
Amen
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
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The Lord's Prayer: 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy  kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who  trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.    Amen.
Presider: Alleluia.  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
Lamb of God
Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation
Invitation to Communion: 
Presider: The gifts of God for the people of God.  Take them in remembrance that 
Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
.Communion Hymn: "I come with joy to meet my Lord”,             #304
Post Communion Prayer
Presider: Let us pray:
All: Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with 
spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the 
world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with 
gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord.   Amen.

Benediction:
Presider: May the peace of God which surpasses all understanding, keep your 

hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord. And the blessing of God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit be among you 
and remain with you now and always.  Amen

Closing Hymn: “Jesus shall reign ”,                  #544
Dismissal:  Deacon:  People of St. Stephen’s, what does God call us to do?
People: We are called to Love and Serve
Deacon: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  Alleluia,. Alleluia!
People Thanks be to God.   Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia!

Postlude: “Be Still and Know”, traditional melody arr Fred Bock
Don’t forget today is birthday Sunday!
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Notice: All church activities may be internet streamed, video recorded, and photographed for church 
uses. Entry on to the church campus or in to any church building constitutes consent to be streamed, 
videotaped, or photographed for church purposes.

Interim Vicar:  
Rev. JJ Bernal
RevJJ@ststephensaz.org
Off:520-458-4432
Cell :915/777-6225
Parish Administrator
Mark Sowards
Mark.sowards@ststephensaz.org
Off. Phone 520-458-4432
Mobile: 408-892-1062
Office Fax: 520-458-8237

Deacons:
Dorothy Gutwein
Hm: 520-737-5025 
dottie85635@gmail.com
 Sherry Simon
sherrytsimon@gmail.com
(520)-210-2026
Church Accompanist :
Doreen Oberg
doreenoberg@hotmail.com

Vestry Staff
Senior Warden:
Nanct Rea
nancyr.realtor@yahoo.com
Cell:(520)227-3817
Please leave voice mail
Junior wardens:
Pete Criscuolo
petesacct2014@gmail.com 
Cell: 520-234-7687
& Timothy Holsonback
holsonback@cox.net 
520/459-1937
Treasurer:
Anne Roth
Cell:303/917-8151 
avd.roth@comcast.net

Welcome Visitor!!!
Please leave your name and
contact info below. If you’d 
like to speak with someone, 
please check       here
Or you can also use 
the QRC here to fill 
this out online.

Anv. Date _______________

BrthDate ________________

Info Update Giving Envelopes Mail News Letter

Name______________________________________________
(first) (Mid.) (Last)

Hm:____________________ Cell_______________________

Email:___________________________

Adrs:______________________________________________ 

City, St., Zip: ____________________, ________,_________

ST.  STEPHEN’S 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

2750 Cardinal Dr. Sierra Vista, AZ 85635 
https://ststephensaz.org

520-458-4432
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