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ST. STEPHEN's "IN SN 2 g
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
WELCOME TO ST. STEPHEN'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Saint Stephen's welcomes everyone who wishes to follow Christ, worship together,
grow in faith and share God's love through service to others.

TWENTY FIRST SATURDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Saturday 17 Oct 5pm EVENING PRAYER
Opening Sentences (Please stand as you are able)

Deacon: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus
Christ. (Philippians 1:2)

Confession of Sin . _
Deacon: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

(a short silence is observed)
Deacon: Deacon: We have wounded your love.
People: O God, heal us.
Deacon: We stumble in the darkness.
People: Light of the world transfigure us.
Deacon: We forget that we are your home.
People: Spirit of God, dwell in us.

All:  Eternal Spirit, living God, in whom we live and move and have our being,
all that we are, have been, and shall be is known to you, to the very secret of
our hearts and all that rises to trouble us. Living flame burn into us, cleansing
wind, blow through us, fountain of water, well up within us, that we may love
and praise you in deed and in truth.

Presider: Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through the grace
of Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy
Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen. 1



The Invitatory and Psalter

Leader: O God, make speed to save us.

People: O Lord, make haste to help us.

All:  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: As it was
in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Leader: The Holy One is in our midst: O come let us worship.

Venite: (In unison)
Come, let us sing to the Lord; *
let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.

Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving *
and raise a loud shout to him with psalms.

For the Lord is a great God, *
and a great King above all gods.

In his hand are the caverns of the earth, *
and the heights of the hills are his also.

The sea is his, for he made it, *
and his hands have molded the dry land.

Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, *
and kneel before the Lord our Maker.

For he is our God,
and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. * Oh,
that today you would hearken to his voice! Amen.

The Lessons: (Please be seated for the lessons)
First Lesson: A Reading from the Book of Isaiah 45:1-7:

Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to and cut through the bars of iron,
Cyrus, I will give you the treasures of
whose right hand I have grasped darlgnessy
to subdue nations before him and riches hidden in secret places,
and strip kings of their robes, so that you may know that it is I, the
to open doors before him-- Lord,
and the gates shall not be closed: the God of Israel, who call you by
I will go before you and level the your name.
mountains, For the sake of my servant Jacob,
I will break in pieces the doors of and Israel my chosen,
bronze I call you by your name, I surname

2 you, though you do not know me.



I am the Lord, and there is no other;
besides me there is no god. I
arm you, though you do not know
me,

so that they may know, from the rising
of the sun

Reader The Word of the Lord People

Psalm 96:1-9 Cantate Domino
{Responsively)
1 Sing to the Lord a new song; *

and from the west, that there is no
one besides me;

I am the Lord, and there is no other.

I form light and create darkness,
I make weal and create woe;
I the Lord do all these things.

Thanks be to God

6 Oh, the majesty and magnificence of
his presence! *
Oh, the power and the splendor of

sing to the Lord, all the whole earth.
2 Sing to the Lord and bless his Name; *
proclaim the good news of his

salvatiop from day to day. o ascribe to the Lord honor and
3 Declare his glory among the nations power.

and his wonders among all peoples. 8 Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his

his sanctuary!

7 Ascribe to the Lord, you families of
the peoples; *

4 For great is the Lord and greatly to be Name; *
pra}sed; * bring offerings and come into his
he is more to be feared than all gods.  ourts.

5 As for all the gods of the nations, they 9 Worship the Lord in the beauty of

are but 1dols; * holiness; *
but it is the Lord who made the let the whole earth tremble before
heavens. him.

Second Lesson: A Reading from 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10:

Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ:
Grace to you and peace.

We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers,
constantly remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor
of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. For we know, brothers
and sisters beloved by God, that he has chosen you, because our message of the
gospel came to you not in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and
with full conviction; just as you know what kind of persons we proved to be among
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you for your sake. And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of
persecution you received the word with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, so that you
became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. For the word
of the Lord has sounded forth from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in
every place your faith in God has become known, so that we have no need to speak
about it. For the people of those regions report about us what kind of welcome we
had among you, and how you turned to God from 1dols, to serve a living and true
God, and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead-- Jesus,
who rescues us from the wrath that is coming.

Reader The Word of the Lord People Thanks be to God
The Gospel Matthew (22:15-22)
Deacon: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ

The Pharisees went and plotted to entrap Jesus in what he said. So they sent
their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that
you are sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show
deference to no one; for you do not regard people with partiality. Tell us, then, what
you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?”” But Jesus, aware of their
malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? Show me the
coin used for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. Then he said to them,
“Whose head is this, and whose title?” They answered, “The emperor’s.” Then he
said to them, “Give therefore to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and
to God the things that are God’s.” When they heard this, they were amazed; and
they left him and went away.

Deacon: The Gospel of the Lord People: Praise to you, Lord Christ

Reflection on readings Tim Holsonback

The Apostles Creed:

Deacon/Leader: Let us say together the Apostles’ Creed:

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth; I

believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by
the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the
dead. On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living aald the dead.



I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers
Leader  The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Leader Let us pray.
The Collect of the day
All: Almighty and everlasting God, in Christ you have revealed your
glory among the nations: Preserve the works of your mercy, that your
Church throughout the world may persevere with steadfast faith in the
confession of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.
Prayers of the People: For Stewardship —

Celebrant Jesus said, “In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places.”
Trusting in God’s abundance and welcome, let us offer our prayers for the
church, the world, and all creation.

Leader Gracious God, you have made plenty good room for us in your
household. Inspire your church to be a place of welcome, generosity, and love.
We thank you for the resources you have entrusted to us, and we pray for
wisdom to use them in service of your mission.

People Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Leader: God of community, you bind us together in relationships of care and
compassion. Strengthen the bonds within this congregation, and guide us to
extend hospitality to our neighbors near and far.

People: Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Leader: God of abundance, you invite us to respond with gratitude for all your
gifts. Bless this stewardship campaign, that our pledges of time, talent, and
treasure may be faithful signs of our trust in you.

People: Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Leader: God of creation, you have made a world with plenty good room for all
living things. Teach us to care for the earth and to share its resources with
justice and joy.

People: Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
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Leader: God of mercy, your dwelling place has room for all who suffer. Be
present with those who are sick, lonely, grieving, or in any kind of need Surround
them with your healing and your peace.

People: Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Leader: God of hope, you prepare a place for us in your eternal home. We

remember before you those who have died, confident that they now rest in your

embrace [especially Michael, Sandra, and Joan.].

People: Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Leader: For reconciliation with Native American people especially the Apache

and Tohono O’Odom peoples who call this area their home.

People: Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Leader: In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for The Anglican Church of

Canada.

In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer, we pray for Church of the Transfiguration in
Mesa

Celebrant: Loving God, you call us into your abundant life and promise that
there is plenty good room for all your children. Hear our prayers and accept the
offerings of our hearts, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Prayer for St. Stephen’s:

Almighty God, giver of every good gift; look graciously on your church,
and so guide the minds of our search committee, wardens, and vestry, who are
in discernment for St. Stephen's church, Sierra Vista, that we may receive a
faithful pastor, who will care for your people and equip us for our ministries;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect (...) Amen

Exchange of The Peace:
Presider:  The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People: And also with you.
Welcome & announcements
Birthday’s, Prayers of Healing, Blessings and gratitude.....

The Offertory
Presider: Walk in love as Christ loved us and gave himself as a offering and
sacrifice to God.

Collect for Guidance



Leader: O God, the King eternal, whose light divides the day from the night
and turns the shadow of death into the morning: Drive far from us all wrong
desires, incline our hearts to keep your law, and guide our feet into the way
of peace; that, having done your will with cheerfulness during the day, we
may, when night comes, rejoice to give you thanks; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

Other Intercessions and Thanksgivings:
Birthdays, Anniversaries, Healing, Travel, Gratitude

Prayer of General Thanksgiving (All in unison)

Leader: Let us Pray

All: Accept, O Lord, our thanks and praise for all that you have done for us.
We thank you for the splendor of the whole creation, for the beauty of
this world, for the wonder of life, and for the mystery of love.

We thank you for the blessing of family and friends, and for the loving care
which surrounds us on every side. We thank you for setting us at tasks
which demand our best efforts, and for leading us to accomplishments
which satisfy and delight us. We thank you also for those
disappointments and failures that lead us to acknowledge our
dependence on you alone.

Above all, we thank you for your Son Jesus Christ; for the truth of his Word
and the example of his life; for his steadfast obedience, by which he
overcame temptation; for his dying, through which he overcame death;
and for his rising to life again, in which we are raised to the life of your
kingdom. Grant us the gift of your Spirit, that we may know Christ and
make him known; and through him, at all times and in all places, may
give thanks to you in all things. Amen.

Deacon/Leader: People of St. Stephen’s, what does God call us to do?
People: We are called to love and serve.

Deacon,/Leader: Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia!

People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Deacon/Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and

the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all for evermore. Amen.



Notice: All church activities may be internet streamed, video recorded, and photographed for church
uses. Entry on to the church campus or in to any church building constitutes consent to be streamed,

videotaped, or photographed for church purposes.

St, Stephen's
Episcopal Church

2750 Cardinal Dr. Sierra Vista, AZ 85635
https://ststephensaz.org 520-458-4432
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